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Dear Senator Carney, Representative Moonen, and members of the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary. My
name is James Myall and | am a Senior Policy Analyst at the Maine Center for Economic Policy. | am writing in
opposition to LD 1656, “An Act to Facilitate Compliance with Federal Immigration Law by State and Local
Government Entities.” MECEP believes LD 1656 distracts local law enforcement officers from their core
responsibilities, encourages racial profiling, and ultimately makes communities less safe by eroding the trust
between law enforcement and the communities they serve.

In requiring local governments and law enforcement agencies to work with federal Immigration and Custom
Enforcement and Customs and Border Patrol officers, LD 1656 would divert local resources to federal priorities.
Personnel and property that is funded by state and local taxpayers will be subject to the priorities of federal
officials who are unaccountable to those same local taxpayers. In the case of law enforcement officers, it will
mean their attention is taken away from keeping Mainers safe and instead towards enforcing federal
immigration law. Research conclusively shows that undocumented immigrants are less likely to commit crimes
than native-born Americans,! and studies show that partnerships with federal agents do not reduce crime in
local communities.?

What’s more, this bill risks encouraging racial profiling among state and local government officials, including
law enforcement officers. Despite the bill’s language to protect the civil rights of Mainers, studies of similar

partnerships with ICE have shown that they lead to increased racial profiling, particularly of Latinos, by local
police.?

It’s also important to acknowledge that this is a particularly frightening environment for immigrants and even
Americans from immigrant backgrounds. The fear is not limited to undocumented immigrants. Recent high-
profile cases have resulted in detention of tourists,* students,” green-card holders® and even naturalized
citizens.” The federal government has even ended its policy of not targeting sensitive areas such as schools,
opening up the possibility that the bill would require teachers to facilitate ICE raids on schools in Maine. In this
environment, requiring local cooperation with federal immigration agents will make thousands of Mainers
afraid to even access basic services for fear of being interrogated or detained.

More broadly, we know that mass deportations are not only inhumane but economically counter-productive,?
and Maine agencies should not facilitate them. Beyond the direct costs of arresting and detaining people,
deportations deplete local economies. Research into the Secure Communities program, a 2008-13 initiative
which saw local police assist in immigration enforcement, has found that communities which saw more
deportations saw lower employment and wages for US-born individuals,® as workers and spending were taken



out of the local economy. Because a significant portion of the construction sector relies on undocumented
workers, these partnerships also increased the cost of housing.*?

LD 1656 would require local communities in Maine to be party to inhumane, expensive and counter-productive
partnerships with federal immigration officials that would engender fear among our friends and neighbors,
accrue extra costs to taxpayers, and ultimately weaken our state’s economy. | urge you to vote “ought not to
pass” on the legislation.

Please reach out to me at jmyall@mecep.org with any questions. Thank you.
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