
Ought not to Pass:  LD 1149 - An Act to Require an Individual to Present 
Photographic Identification for the Purpose of Voting 

I oppose the requirement for photographic identification for voting for the 
following reasons: 

• There is no evidence that voter fraud is an issue in the State of Maine and a 
bill such as this is based on misinformation and fear of those “not like us”.   

• Obtaining a photographic identification if an individual does not have a 
driver’s license requires time and expense to travel to a State authorized 
office, time and money that many can not afford. 

• Dismissing an absentee ballot due to signatures not matching is not a 
reason for denying that person’s right to vote.  Over time one’s signature 
does change with age, illness and injury. 

• Providing readily available access to absentee ballot allows more citizens 
to vote, an expression of our democracy. 

• The distribution of ballot drop boxes for absentee ballots allows more 
opportunity for the working individual to vote. 
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