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Testimony in Support of

LD 1705 An Act Regarding Adult Education Funding and Oversight

April 28, 2025

Senator Rafferty, Representative Murphy, and distinguished members of the Joint Standing
Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs,

My name is Shara Page, and | am the Director of MSAD1 Adult and Community Education in
Presque Isle. | am also an active member of the Maine Adult Education Association (MAEA),
and serve on the Association’s Advocacy Committee.

I am writing to express both my personal, as well as MAEA's strong support for LD 1705,
submitted by Representative Holly Sargent, which seeks to accomplish two critical and
long-overdue actions for the benefit of Maine’s adult learners.

1. Support for College and Career Success Coordinators

First, this bill requests state funding for the College and Career Success Coordinators
(CCSCs)—a group of dedicated professionals who are hired by local adult education programs
but based at each of Maine’s seven community college campuses. These coordinators are the
vital bridge between adult learners and successful postsecondary transitions.

| am the fiscal agent for the Maine Jobs Recovery Program (MJRP) grant that funds the CCSC
position in Hub 2, which serves all of Aroostook County on the Northern Maine Community
College (NMCC) campus. To say that this position has made a positive impact on our students
and communities is an understatement. In the last quarter (1/1/25-3/31/25), our CCSC has
served and supported 53 new students, 11 continuing students, made 7 workforce training
referrals to local business partners, referred 6 students to aduit education and made 79
inter-agency contacts!

Having a CCSC as an aduilt education representative and a familiar face on the NMCC campus
has significantly eased the anxiety that comes with enrolling in college for so many students.
They become the “touch stone” for them on campus, helping them navigate the entire process
from application to job placement upon graduation and everything that happens in between. The






