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Good Morning Senator Curry, Representative Gere, and members of the Joint Standing 

Committee on Housing and Economic Development. My name is James Myall and I am a 

Senior Policy Analyst at the Maine Center for Economic Policy. I’m here today to testify in 

support of LD 1522, “An Act to Establish the Maine Eviction Prevention Program.” MECEP 

supports LD 1522 not only as a way to keep more Mainers in their homes at a time of 

rising costs, but also a means of avoiding other public costs. 

Tens of thousands of Mainers face housing insecurity and risk of eviction. In 2023, over 

70,000 renter households – almost half of all renters – paid more than the recommended 

30% of their household income in rent. Almost 32,000 of those paid more than half of 

their monthly income in rent.i According to a different survey, in 2024, 29,000 Mainers 

were behind on rent on average each week, almost 12,000 of whom were likely to be 

evicted within two weeks.ii 

The establishment of the eviction prevention pilot program has already helped to keep 

hundreds of Mainers in their homes and the establishment of a permanent program will 

ensure that this success continues. In addition to the immediate stability this will bring 

Maine families, we know that having a secure roof over your head means Mainers are 

healthier, better able to thrive economically, and succeed better in their jobs and schools. 

Conversely, we know that evictions make it more likely that Mainers will need to turn to 

other public services. As a result, the appropriatons for this program will not only be an 

investment in the Mainers who will be helped by it, but will also produce offsetting savings 

to public services elsewhere: 

• In the first instance, many of the people eligible for the new program would 

otherwise turn to their town or city’s General Assistance Program for help. The EPP 

will reduce the pressure on municipal budgets and, ultimately, on property-tax 

payers. 

• What’s more, if these individuals do not receive help, there’s a higher chance that 

they will end up homeless and relying on emergency shelters and other supports.iii 

The average cost per night to operate a bed in an emergency shelter in Maine is 



 
 

$95.iv That’s the equivalent of $2,850 a month, well above the fair market rent limit 

for applicants in this program.v 

• Evictions also create additional costs for individuals and for the public purse. 

People who are evicted from their home suffer health impacts that cause them to 

requirement more treatment through programs like MaineCare.vi Children who 

suffer the disruption of housing instability struggle in school and are more likely to 

need intervention from child welfare services at home.vii In the most extreme 

cases, people evicted from their homes are more likely to be arrested and 

incarcerate in jail – all of which bears a cost for taxpayers.viii  

MECEP believes LD 1522 is a smart investment which will have real and immediate impact 

on Mainers’ lives while also avoiding other costs over the long term. We urge you to vote 

“ought to pass.” Thank you and I’m happy to take any questions.  
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