April 16th, 2025

Senator Carney, Representative Kuhn and Honorable Members of the Joint Standing Committee
on Judiciary,

| join you today on behalf of the Maine Women'’s Lobby. For over forty years, the Maine Women'’s
Lobby has worked to build gender justice in Maine through legislative advocacy and systems
change.

We are here today in opposition of LD 208, LD 1230, and LD 1062, and other attempts to roll
back the critical progress on gun safety legislation that the Legislature passed last session.

Gun violence is a highly gendered issue, and women and gender minorities bear a
disproportionate burden of that violence.

Waiting periods are a proven way to reduce firearm suicides, with studies suggesting that
implementing waiting periods may reduce firearm suicide by 7-11%.! Suicides represent more
than 54% of all gun deaths among women— On average, more than 3,250 women die by firearm
suicide each year.2 And, the gun suicide rate is rising: a recent survey from the Maine CDC found
that more than 25% of teen girls reported seriously considering suicide in the past year and more
than 10% reported attempting suicide.

Additionally, waiting periods and background checks can help prevent fatal domestic violence.®
40% women in Maine have experienced sexual violence, physical violence, and/or stalking by a
partner at some point in their lifetime*—nearly as many as every person in Maine living north of
Augusta. One in seven women have experienced abuse with a firearm by an intimate partner® and
access to a gun makes it 5 times more likely that a woman will be killed by her abuser®. Black,
Latina, and Indigenous women bear a disproportionate impact, with intimate partner firearm
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homicides at two or three times the rate of white women.” Women with disabilities are also more
likely to experience domestic violence and homicide is the leading cause of death for pregnant and
postpartum people, with firearms involved in 70% of those deaths.®

Gun safety is a gendered issue, and the laws passed last session were critical steps forward in
addressing gendered gun violence, especially women who are most historically excluded and
marginalized. We hope you will vote Ought Not to Pass on attempts to roll back progress.

Sincerely,
Destie Hohman Sprague
Executive Director
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