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I%c) A GREAT PLACE

TO LEARN

TESTIMONY NEITHER FOR NOR AGAINST
L.D. 170

RESOLVE, ESTABLISHING A PILOT PROGRAM TO REDUCE PERSONAL
ELECTRONIC DEVICE DISTRACTIONS DURING THE SCHOOL DAY

April 16, 2025

Senator Rafferty, Representative Noonan Murphy and members of the Education and Cul-
tural Affairs Committee, [ am Eileen King, the Executive Director of the Maine School Su-
perintendents Association, testifying on behalf of the MSSA legislative committee neither
for nor against L.D. 170, Resolve, Establishing a Pilot Program to Reduce Personal Elec-
tronic Device Distractions During the School Day.

Our association believes that technology has a worthwhile place within our schools. Access
to electronic devices has opened new learning opportunities and approaches for our stu-
dents, and many students need devices for practical reasons: to monitor health conditions or
communicate with family members and employers.

Yet recent studies indicate that the use of social media is causing harm to students’ mental
health. This is evident inside our classrooms. Phones have become a constant frustration for
many educators. Behavior problems have worsened, cyber-bullying remains a major issue,
and teachers are forced to interrupt their instruction to tell students to put their phones away.
We are deeply worried about how devices are affecting our students, inside and outside of
school.

In recent years, dozens of Maine districts have begun tackling this issue and have approved
new device policies, personalized for the specific circumstances of their local communities.
Some districts have purchased lockable pouches or built “cell phone cottages” to house stu-
dents’ phones during the school day. Others require phones to stay in lockers all the time.
Some districts let students keep the phone in their backpack during the day, but still enforce
strict “no cell phone” policies unless approved by an administrator.

Early data from these schools indicate positive results — more engaged students and fewer
behavioral issues. Our administrators are closely tracking the effects of their new policies,
and they would be happy to share their data and experiences with researchers and state offi-
cials. With so much local data already available to be shared — immediately and at no cost —
we do not feel there is a need for a $250,000 pilot program to assess the impact of these pol-
icies in our schools.

While our members do not see the need for this particular policy, they are open to more
state funding to help districts implement best practices around policing personal devices.
Implementing a “no cell phone” policy can be costly. In RSU 1, phone pouches for every
student cost $40,000 in year one, and will cost an additional $6,000 annually.

Additional state support would make these decisions easier for our local districts and would
make expense less of a factor in determining the right solution for our local schools and stu-
dents. We firmly believe in finding new ways to engage students and get them more focused
on academics, and we would support state support towards that goal.

Leading for equity, excellence and opportunity for all Maine Students



backpack and locker

daycare on the classroom door or in locker
and/or bag silenced

County Elementary School Middle School High School How long has this practice been in place?
Androscoggin Prohibited must be stored in Can use with teacher permission for we will be bring a new policy to the board this
lockers during the day |educational purposes. Also can use at year that is much more restrictive
breakfast and lunch, not during class
Androscoggin prohibited prohibited, must stay in |prohibited in class, must be in cell photo MS and HS, has been practice for the last 5

years. heavy enforcement in the past 2 years

Androscoggin/Kennebec

Devices kept off and in
lockers/backpacks during
day

Devices kept off and in
lockers/backpacks
during day

Prohibited during Instrutional Time

HS starting this year

send for use on the bus
ride home.

must have in locker or
book bag, no access
during day. Grades 7-8
MS is Backpacks and
lockers all day, no
access at lunch or
recess

during class, may use during lunch and
passing time.

Aroostook not allowed, must be kept |not allowed, must be not allowed in class, teacher collects, may be |New this year.
in locker or with teacher |kept in locker or with used between classes,lunch, before and after
teacher school
Aroostook Prohibited use all day Prohibited use all day  |Prohibited use all day 10+ years.
Aroostook Prohibited unless allowed |not allowed in class, 10+ years
by teacher. Must remain |teacher collects, may be
in back pack or with used at lunch, before
teacher. and after school
Aroostook Prohibited use all day. Can use with teacher  |Can use with teacher permission for New this year.
permission for educational purposes. Also can use at
educational purposes. |breakfast and lunch, not during class
Also can use at
breakfast and lunch, not
during class
Aroostook Prohibited use all day Can use at breakfast Can use at breakfast and lunch, not during 10+ years
and lunch, not during class
class
Aroostook Prohibited Use Prohibited Use Can use at breakfast and lunch 10+ years
Aroostook Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited This will be year 2
Aroostook Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited during instructional time and in This will be year 3
hallways except before school, after school
and during lunch.
Aroostook Electronic devices must |Electronic devices must |Students are expected to keep all cell phones, |5+ years
be turned off and kept in |be turned off and kept in|iPods, Kindles, Apple watches, and other
student's locker or student's locker or electronic devices turned off and away during
backpack during the backpack during the classes, including study halls. Students may
duration of the school duration of the school |appropriately use electronic devices before
day. day. school, after school, in between class blocks
and during lunch.
Aroostook Prohibited, some parents |Grade 3-6 School is High School can keep on person, no access 10 years since electronic device policy was in

place

Aroostook, Washington,

Prohibited use

Prohibited

10+ years

Cumberland

Prohibited during the
school day/can use on
bus with headphones

Prohibited during the
school day/can use on
bus with headphones

Prohibited during class; can use during lunch
or between clases

High School - New this Year




Cumberland Prohibited during the Prohibited during the Prohibited during the school day/can use on |2 years

school day school day/can use on |bus with headphones
bus with headphones

Cumberland Prohibited Devices should be Devices can only be used during passing ES: Multiple years; MS: one year; HS: New
stored appropriately. times, lunch, and when approved by a teacher |specific guidelines this year.
School day use is during specificed breaks in class or for
prohibited. instructional purposes.

Franklin Prohibited Prohibited High school can use then during break and 3 years

lunch only.

Hancock Prohibited Use all day. Cell phones are turned |Can use at breakfast and lunch, not during 10+ years

Can come to school but |off and stored in class. Working on a plan to prohibit them for
must remain off in homeroom collection next year.
backpack in hall cubby boxes entire school day.

Can be used after

school hours or by

permission of the

teacher.

Kennebec Prohibited use all day. Can only use with Can use with teacher permission for ? - This year the Board is going to study the
teacher permission for |educational purposes, as well as at breakfast, |research relating to the use of cell phones in
educational purposes, |lunch and during passing times. schools to determine whether to further restrict
as well as during cell phones at school during the school day.
breakfast and lunch,

Kennebec Prohibited Prohibited during Prohibited during Instrutional Time
Instrutional Time

Kennebec N/A

Kennebec Prohibited Devices stored and left |Link to full high school document: Elementary & Middle school for at least 7
in storage for day until |https://mpaprof.org/wp- years - high school updated in School Year
dismissal. content/uploads/2024/03/Cell-phone-policy-at- |2024

Maranacook-1.0-23-24-school-year.pdf

Knox Prohibited/backpack or  |Working on a plan Working on a plan New discussion based on the disruption

cubby caused by use

Knox Prohibited/backpack or  |Prohibited/ backpack or 1

cubby locker

Knox prohbited prohibited, must stay in |Allowed, some teachers ask to put in holder At least 10 years.

backpack and locker

during class. Considering prohibition next
school year (lock bags or something)

Knox/Lincoln Prohibitied, unless staff  |Prohibitied, unless staff |Students in grades 9-12 may use privately 2019 JFCK - JFCK-R -
member authorizes use  |member authorizes use |owned electronic devices between Student Use of |Student Use of
class periods and during lunch periods. Privately- Privately-
Owned Owned
Electronic Electronic
Devices at Devices at
School School
Procedure
Lincoln Devices kept off and in Devices kept off and in  |NA modified this year
lockers/backpacks during |lockers/backpacks
day during day
Oxford Not allowed NA NA
Oxford Prohibited use all day Prohibited during the The use of cell phones and other personal HS - more restrictive practices - new this year;
school day. electronic devices is only authorized during Elem/MS - 10+ years.
passing time, all lunches, and study halls
except for health, safety, or ed purposes
Oxford Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited during instructional time. Allowed This will be year 2.

during passing times and lunch.



https://mpaprof.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Cell-phone-policy-at-Maranacook-1.0-23-24-school-year.pdf
https://mpaprof.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Cell-phone-policy-at-Maranacook-1.0-23-24-school-year.pdf
https://mpaprof.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Cell-phone-policy-at-Maranacook-1.0-23-24-school-year.pdf
https://mpaprof.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Cell-phone-policy-at-Maranacook-1.0-23-24-school-year.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ll04bJJa5jYt6gZSEuV3f304q_lEIILW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ll04bJJa5jYt6gZSEuV3f304q_lEIILW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ll04bJJa5jYt6gZSEuV3f304q_lEIILW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ll04bJJa5jYt6gZSEuV3f304q_lEIILW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ll04bJJa5jYt6gZSEuV3f304q_lEIILW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ll04bJJa5jYt6gZSEuV3f304q_lEIILW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ll04bJJa5jYt6gZSEuV3f304q_lEIILW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c1Vpr8DUWZm9dvLNDQgnnQrhm81w2hNj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c1Vpr8DUWZm9dvLNDQgnnQrhm81w2hNj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c1Vpr8DUWZm9dvLNDQgnnQrhm81w2hNj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c1Vpr8DUWZm9dvLNDQgnnQrhm81w2hNj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c1Vpr8DUWZm9dvLNDQgnnQrhm81w2hNj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c1Vpr8DUWZm9dvLNDQgnnQrhm81w2hNj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c1Vpr8DUWZm9dvLNDQgnnQrhm81w2hNj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c1Vpr8DUWZm9dvLNDQgnnQrhm81w2hNj/view

homeroom lock box for
entire class for the day

Oxford Devices stored and left in |Devices stored and left |N/A This will be the second year.
storage for day until in storage for day until
dismissal. dismissal.
Penobscot Prohibited unless allowed |Cell phones are turned |Cell phones are stored in lock boxes during Lock boxes new this year. Policy has been
by teacher. Must remain |off and stored in each class, but students pick them up/carry generally restrictive, and up to building
in back pack or with homeroom lock boxes |between classes. principals to write procedures. In recent
teacher. entire school day. years, have become more and more
restrictive.

Penobscot Prohibited use all day Prohibited use all day, |Prohibited use all day, limited use during extra | The policy has always prohibited use except
limited use during extra |curriculars with adult permission. We have been very
curricular activities laxed on this and allowed students to use

them between classes, lunch, and "down
time". We are moving to enforcing a
completely cell phone free school day when
we open next week.

Penobscot No cell phones are used |Prohibited during the Phone tree organizers in every room; High School - New this Year

at this level. school day. mandatory for students to turn off phone and
place into the organizer until the bell sounds to
end the class.

Penobscot Prohibited unless allowed |Prohibited unless Prohibited unless allowed by teacher. Policy has been in place at least 8 years, but

by teacher. allowed by teacher. has not been enforced.

Piscataquis Prohibited use all Prohibited use all day  |Prohibited use all day —backpack or locker This is year 2

day—backpack —backpack/locker
Sagadahoc Can only use with the Can only use with the  |Can only use with the approval of The school board adopted this policy in
approval of administration |approval of administration for specific educational, health, |August, 2024.
for specific educational, |administration for or safety purpose.
health, or safety purpose. |specific educational,
health, or safety
purpose.
Sagadahoc prohibited - must remain |n/a n/a 10+ years
in backpack during school
day and while on bus

Somerset Cell Phones & Smart 10+ Years
Watches Stay in lockers
till the end of the day !

Consequence: 1st
warning, get it at the
end of the day 2nd
time Phone call home
to parents, get it at
end of the day. 3rd
Time Phone call home,
parent has to come to
school and pick it up.
Waldo no policy yet Going to be placed in a |Allowed currently MS this will be the first year

Washington/Arrostook

Prohibited use all day

Can use at breakfast
and lunch, not during
class

Can use at breakfast and lunch, not during clas

10+ years




York

No cell phones are used
at this level.

must be stored in
lockers during the day

No cell phones during instructional time, stored
in Cell Phone Cottages!

York/ Cumberland

Discouraged/ off and in
backpack if parent insists
for safety at bus stop or
afterschool

Must be off and put
away, upon entering the
building for the day and
until exiting the building
for the day. Not allowed
to be carried on the
student's person

1. Student cellphones and other personal
electronic devices must be silent and out-of-
sight during instructional time. (Cell phones
may be used during lunches

and between classes.)

2. Teachers may confiscate cell phones from
students who violate this rule.

3. Cell phone violations may also result in
additional consequences from administration.

10+ years

Franklin

Not allowed

Must be kept in locker.
Not allowed to be used
in class or the school
day

Policy states no with one exception, teacher
discretion. Are allowing during lunch and
between classes. Three warnings reach
different levels of discilinary action around
confiscation etc.

Franklin

Not allowed

1. During Class Hours: Phones must remain
off and stored in lockers, backpacks, or
designated areas. They are not to be used or
carried on a student's person during class time
unless explicitly permitted by a teacher for
educational purposes. 2. Breaks and
Lunchtime: Students may use their phones
during designated break times, including lunch.
However, usage should be respectful and not
disrupt the school environment. 3.
Emergencies: In case of an emergency,
students will have access to their phones as
needed. Alternatively, parents can contact the
main office if they need to reach their child
urgently. 4. Misuse and Consequences: Any
misuse of phones during class time will result
in confiscation and may lead to further
disciplinary action as outlined in our school’s
code of conduct. For example, a 2nd time that
the phone needs to be addressed, an after
school detention will be assigned.

Revised for the start of the 24/25 school year

Somerset

Not Allowed

Same as High School

Phones are only allowed during passing time,
at lunch, and before or after school. Students
are not permitted to use phones at other times
of the day, including study hall, without
permission.

Prior to 2024-25 the practice allowed for cell
phone use during study hall. That approach
existed since pre-pandemic.

Sagadahoc

Not Allowed

Not allowed

Not allowed

This is our first yeat of using the Yondr
pouches for grades 6-12.




