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April 7, 2025 
 
Re: LD 453, An Act to Require the State to Pay 90 Percent of All General Assistance 
Expenses of Municipalities and Indian Tribes 
 
Senator Ingwersen, Representative Meyer, and members of the Health and Human Services 
Committee, my name is Cullen Ryan, and I am the Executive Director of Community Housing 
of Maine or CHOM.  CHOM creates housing and inclusive communities for vulnerable 
populations in Maine. 
 
I am testifying in strong support of LD 453, An Act to Require the State to Pay 90 Percent of 
All General Assistance Expenses of Municipalities and Indian Tribes.  This bill increases from 
70% to 90% the amount of state reimbursement for the costs of general assistance incurred by 
each municipality and Indian tribe. 
 
Increasing the reimbursement rate to 90% is the most important move this Legislature can 
make to ensure that people are served within their home communities.   
 
The financial burden caused by the current reimbursement rate is too much of a barrier for 
most municipalities to overcome, causing people to leave their communities for larger service 
center areas.   
 
I am hopeful the 132nd Legislature will make this important fix. 
 
Please support LD 453 and any other bill that would improve, enhance, and expand General 
Assistance so we can ensure Maine’s most vulnerable populations have access to vital safety 
net resources in their home communities.  We will all be better for it.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  
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