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Syringe services programs (SSPs) are proven and effective community-based 
prevention programs that can provide a range of services, including access to and 
disposal of sterile syringes and injection equipment, vaccination, testing, and linkage 
to infectious disease care and substance use treatment.811 SSPs reach people who 
inject drugs, an often hidden and marginalized population. Nearly 30 years of 
research has shown that comprehensive SSPs are safe, effective, and cost-saving, do 
not increase illegal drug use or crime, and play an important role in reducing the 
transmission of viral hepatitis, HIV and other infections1112. Research shows that 
new users of SSPs are five times more likely to enter drug treatment and about three 
times more likely to stop using drugs than those who don't use the programs13. SSPs 
that provide naloxone also help decrease opioid overdose deaths. SSPs protect the 
public and first responders by facilitating the safe disposal of used needles and 
syringes.


