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March 19, 2025 
 
 
Senator Ingwersen, Representative Meyer, and Members of Health and Human Services 

Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of LD 875, An Act to Fund 

Essential Services for Victims of Domestic Violence, which will provide much-needed funding 

for domestic violence advocates across our state. 

My name is Elizabeth Ward Saxl, and I am offering testimony today on behalf of the Maine 

Coalition Against Sexual Assault (MECASA), the organization which represents and serves 

Maine’s sexual violence prevention and response programs as well as Maine’s Children’s 

Advocacy Centers. MECASA initiates and advocates for victim-centered public policy; provides 

expert training, technical assistance, and resources for providers and partners; and funds the 

service providers in your communities. 

Every day, we witness the critical importance of advocacy services for those impacted by 

interpersonal violence. Despite their essential role, anti-violence advocacy has been chronically 

underfunded for far too long. This bill is a necessary step toward recognizing and supporting the 

lifesaving work they do. 

Domestic violence advocates serve as a vital lifeline for survivors—navigating complex systems, 

offering emotional support, safety planning, and connecting survivors to crucial resources. Their 

presence in communities helps survivors find safety, stability, and hope. Our sexual violence 

advocacy providers work closely with domestic violence advocates as part of a multidisciplinary 

response to interpersonal violence. Together, we ensure survivors are met with trauma-

informed, coordinated care. 

While only 4% of the survivors served by sexual assault support centers report experiencing 

domestic violence, sexual assault advocates rely on domestic violence services for those 
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hundreds that number includes. It is essential that survivors have access to advocates who are 

specifically trained in the forms of violence they’ve experienced. Additionally, domestic 

violence advocates work in close collaboration with sexual violence advocates to support 

human trafficking survivors. Domestic violence resource centers and sexual assault support 

centers make up the sole statewide response system in Maine. These collaborative systems 

ensure that no matter what pathway a survivor takes, they are met with compassionate, 

specialized care. 

Passing LD 875 will strengthen our collective response to violence and ensure that domestic 

violence advocates have the resources they need to continue supporting survivors in their 

communities. 

Thank you for your time and your commitment to supporting survivors of violence. We urge 

your support of this critical legislation. 

 

 
About Maine’s Sexual Assault Service Providers  

  
One in five Mainers will experience sexual assault at some point in their lifetime.1 Each year, 
19,000 Mainers will experience sexual violence.2 
 
Maine’s sexual violence service providers provide free and confidential services across the state 
to victims/survivors of sexual harassment and sexual assault and those close to them, as well as to 
individuals who wish to increase their understanding of the issues. Just some of the services 
include a 24-hour statewide sexual assault helpline, crisis intervention and information, support 
groups, in-person accompaniment and advocacy through the medical and legal systems, and 
school- and community-based prevention education. Services are provided for a victim/survivor 
regardless of when they experienced sexual violence, and regardless of what type of sexual 
violence they experienced. Types of sexual violence include, but are not limited to, sexual 
harassment and gender-based bullying, child sexual abuse, elder sexual abuse, stalking, sex 
trafficking, and sexual violence within an intimate partner relationship.     

  
24/7 Confidential  

Maine Sexual Assault Helpline: 1-800-871-7741 
   

 
1 Murray, C., Dumont, R & Shaler, G. (2022). Maine Crime Victimization Report: Informing public policy for safer 

communities. Maine Statistical Analysis Center. University of Southern Maine. 

 
2 Ibid. 

https://www.mecasa.org/maine-sexual-assault-support-centers.html
tel:1-800-871-7741
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