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Good afternoon, Senator Carney, Representative Kuhn, and members of the Joint
Standing Committee on Judiciary.

My name is Laura Mitchell. I am the Executive Director of the Maine Affordable
Housing Coalition. MAHC is a nonprofit with 140 member organizations working to
create and preserve affordable homes for all Maine people.

Maine is facing a housing shortage of 40,000 homes, and needs another 40,000 homes
by 2030. This housing shortage has led to increasing rents making apartments
unaffordable for older adults, people with disabilities, and those working full-time
making less than $23 per hour. In fact, someone in Maine working a full time
minimum wage job would need to work over 100 hours a week to be able to afford
market rent.

That’s why federal, state, and local housing vouchers, or “tenant-based rental
assistance programs”, that help cover the cost of rent are so important. There’s a wait
list of more than 20,000 people to access rental assistance. Yet once someone has
received their voucher for support, and starts looking for a place to rent, they still face
many barriers.

That’s why LD847 is so important and MAHC asks you to support this bill. Maine
people with a voucher that guarantees a landlord will receive that rental value on time,
every month, still face stigma and discrimination. This limits their access to a place to
call home and forces vouchers to go unused.

LD847 levels the playing field for people using rental assistance, with all other people
seeking an apartment to call home.

Now more than ever, Maine people are struggling to find housing even when they
have support to pay for rent. Everyone deserves a place to call home and we need to
make the pathway to housing easy and fair, for all people.

MAHC asks for your support of LD847. It is particularly important during our state’s
dire housing shortage while we wait for long-term investments in building new
housing. Thank you for this opportunity to share our testimony today.



