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Senator Carney, Representative Kuhn, and Honorable Members of the Joint 
Standing Committee Judiciary, I am grateful to be able to provide testimony 
supporting LD 260.  

As a board member of a Maine Domestic Violence Resource Center, I believe 
adding an Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to Maine’s Constitution is essential for 
protecting survivors of domestic violence. An ERA would challenge harmful 
gender stereotypes, ensure equal access to resources and legal protections, and help 
dismantle the systemic factors that perpetuate abuse. 

Current protections are too inconsistent, leaving gaps that can undermine safety 
and equality. Implementing an ERA in Maine is not just about constitutional 
equality — it’s a vital step toward a safer, more inclusive future where every 
individual can live free from violence and discrimination. 
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“LD 260, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine to Establish That 
All Maine Residents Have Equal Rights Under the Law”
Senator Carney, Representative Kuhn, and Honorable Members of the Joint Standing 
Committee Judiciary, I am grateful to be able to provide testimony supporting LD 
260. 
As a board member of a Maine Domestic Violence Resource Center, I believe adding 
an Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to Maine’s Constitution is essential for protecting
survivors of domestic violence. An ERA would challenge harmful gender stereotypes,
ensure equal access to resources and legal protections, and help dismantle the 
systemic factors that perpetuate abuse.
Current protections are too inconsistent, leaving gaps that can undermine safety and 
equality. Implementing an ERA in Maine is not just about constitutional equality — 
it’s a vital step toward a safer, more inclusive future where every individual can live 
free from violence and discrimination.


