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MAINE AFFORDABLE HOUSING COALITION

Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations & Financial Affairs & the
Joint Standing Committee on Housing & Economic Development
AMENDED TESTIMONY of Laura Mitchell, Executive Director of the Maine Affordable Housing Coalition,
2.24.25 NEITHER FOR NOR AGAINST LD210 the Budget

Good afternoon, Senator Rotundo, Representative Gattine, and members of the Joint Standing
Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs; and Senator Curry, Representative Gere, and
members of the Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Develompent.

My name is Laura Mitchell. | am the Executive Director of the Maine Affordable Housing Coalition.
MAHC is a nonprofit with 140 member organizations working to create and preserve affordable homes
for all Maine people. MAHC, and the thousands of people that live in affordable housing in Maine,
would like to thank the State for their unprecedented investments in housing recently.

We applaud the inclusion in this budget of $3 million to the fund to preserve manufactured home
parks in Maine. This program has saved more than 400 affordable homes for Maine people and is vital
to keeping people housed.

Investments in building housing over the last few years has created the largest ever pipeline of 3,000
affordable homes under construction at Maine Housing. But these investments were only one time
disbursements. Of concern is that this budget actually cuts funding to Maine Housing’s HOME Fund,
that will force program cuts and reduce the state’s leverage in bringing in outside investment for
housing. We strongly urge the committee to not cut the HOME Fund.

Our state’s economy and health can’t be sustained resting on a pipeline of 3,000 homes, because we
need 80,000 new homes for our residents and future workforce. Without additional funding, the
construction of affordable homes will dramatically decrease.

Further, there are two notably successful Maine Housing programs that will end this spring without
new, additional funding — the Rural Affordable Rental Housing Program, and the Affordable Home
Ownership Program. These programs have built homes from Aroostook County to York County and
everywhere inbetween. In this final round of applications, we can see that projects are shovel ready,
but just need some state funding to get built. The Rural Program had $51 million in requests from
housing projects, but only has $25 million to distribute. The Home Ownership Program has projects
that need $13 million to get built, but only $10 million to spend. These programs will end and shovel
ready homes won’t get built. That’s a economic blow to towns throughout Maine. Housing is the
SOLUTION for Maine’s economy and health, and we need to find long-term, sustainable sources of
funding to invest in the housing solution.

MAHC is also concerned about access to the continuum of affordable housing due to the suggested 3-
month limit on General Assistance for housing. General Assistance is the primary tool left to move
people out of emergency shelters into rentals, and landlords won’t sign leases for 3 months. This will
clog the emergency shelter system, push more people outside, create instability for landlords, and
force increased evictions. Maine’s housing continuum is under dire pressure and this will make it
worse.

Finally, MAHC supports Part D of the budget that creates the Maine Office of Community Affairs.

MAHC looks forward to discussing options for long-term investments in housing in the coming months.
Thank you for this opportunity to share our testimony today.
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