Maine Forest Products Council

The voice of Maine’s forest economy

February 5, 2025
Members of the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee,

On behalf of the Maine Forest Products Council, we are providing the following comments in an attempt to
address some of the questions committee members raised during the public hearing regarding adding brush and
yard debris to the definition of litter and the potential of unintended consequences. This bill seeks only to add
brush and yard debris to the definition section of 17 MRSA §2263. It does not seek to change the enforcement,
penalties, or other disposition for violations of the litter law as those are contained in §2263-A and are not
proposed to be amended. Other sections of the existing law cover some of the questions raised and are discussed
below.

17 M.R.S. §2263-A provides what actions are “prohibited” in regard to littering and states “A person may not
throw, drop, deposit, discard, dump or otherwise dispose of litter in any manner or amount . . .” We read that to
mean that the state of mind or mens rea for the crime is “intentional”. That is why we think that the current statute
is adequate to protect against unintended consequences.

If the committee would like to strengthen the existing statute, you could add the word “intentional” to §2263-A
which would have it read “A person may not intentionally throw, drop, deposit, discard, dump or otherwise
dispose of litter in any manner or amount . . .”

We would also note that §2263-A(C)(1) already provides that “A person may not throw, drop, deposit, discard,
dump or otherwise dispose of litter in any manner or amount . . . in or on any private property, unless: (1) Prior
consent of the owner has been given; and (2) The litter is not a public nuisance or in violation of any state law or
local rule.” That should cover the unintended consequences and the scenario the committee was asking about
regarding landowner permission or having brush on your own property.

Further, §2263-A(D) already covers the treatment of litter of debris being spread from an unsecured from a trailer
and §2263-A(E) covers the vehicle litter and states “When any litter is thrown or discarded from a vehicle, a
person is in violation of this section if that person is: (1) The operator of the vehicle, unless it is a vehicle being
used for the carriage of passengers for hire; or (2) The person actually disposing of the litter.” Anyone violating
this law would also be subject to a traffic infraction under Title 29-A, chapter 23, subchapter VI. Further, anyone
subject to penalties for this subsection would have to “throw” or “discard” the litter from a vehicle, which would
be an intentional act.

We thank you for your time and consideration on this important piece of legislation and hope that the committee
finds this clarifying.

Sincerely,

Sam Hamilton, Esq.

535 Civic Center Drive, Augusta ME 04330 207-622-9288 www.maineforest.org



http://www.maineforest.org/
https://events.trustifi.com/api/o/v1/click/67a232981a8ffb46108168b7/fff0f4/335444/38945a/ea6fbc/0c4f12/11c661/f1979b/92e94f/e8666a/ef542d/85972d/627493/9a11d6/1f4096/1d247f/d7812c/c76386/d698f3/bead06/241291/c789f7/a54902/a30b12/3ad1bf/f0d14f/48df71/62daa3/cee0a7/9547cf/8e2300/844d6d/94646c/2f0d12/ac6704/64711b/6b0a7a/373e40/ac8257/80bcbb/57fdb1/3428cb/972e09/e08f1e/ed8eeb/3951c7/977c2f/970925/7c7e92/504a0d/fb59ab/c17328/bcc460/6b4591/8d478b/13afff/e6d293/5052d3/53fd76/80f30a/c43a3b/ac761c/5f7a2a/fb9954/0ddb3e/1c0741/059f8a/d3bb23/2b53e1/b3bdec/7ea842/1adb68/f4de14/7370ed/db5b9e/de9f2f/511005/a8f315/44b837/fcb4f5/b19a12/dd25f1/7f5ea8/b443d3/81e8ca/1f71d3/06e1a6/73f56c/f49090/4b261b/4e3250/5a1c8b
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17/title17sec2263-A.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17/title17sec2263-A.html
https://events.trustifi.com/api/o/v1/click/67a232981a8ffb46108168b8/fff0f4/335444/38945a/ea6fbc/0c4f12/11c661/f1979b/92e94f/e8666a/ef542d/85972d/627493/9a11d6/1f4096/1d247f/d7812c/c76386/d698f3/bead06/241291/c789f7/a54902/a30b12/3ad1bf/f0d14f/48df71/62daa3/cee0a7/9547cf/8e2300/844d6d/94646c/2f0d12/ac6704/64711b/6b0a7a/373e40/ac8257/80bcbb/57fdb1/3428cb/972e09/e08f1e/ed8eeb/3951c7/977c2f/970925/7c7e92/504a0d/fb59ab/c17328/bcc460/6b4591/8d478b/13afff/e6d293/5052d3/53fd76/80f30a/c43a3b/ac761c/5f7a2a/fb9954/0ddb3e/1c0741/059f8a/d3bb23/2b53e1/b3bdec/7ea842/1adb68/f4de14/7370ed/db5b9e/de9f2f/511005/a8f315/44b837/fcb4f5/b19a12/dd25f1/7f5ea8/b443d3/81e8ca/1f71d3/06e1a6/73f56c/f49090/4b261b/4e3250/5a1c8b
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17/title17sec2263-A.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17/title17sec2263-A.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/17/title17sec2263-A.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/29-A/title29-Ach23sec0.html

