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Good afternoon Chairs Bailey and Mathieson and distinguished members of the Joint
Standing Committee on Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial
Services. My name is Lance Boucher and | am the Assistant Vice President, State Public
Policy for the American Lung Association working out of our Augusta office.

The American Lung Association appreciates the opportunity to offer comments to you in
support of LD 107 “An Act to Require Health Insurance Coverage for Biomarker
Testing.” This legislation will improve access to critical cancer care for patients in Maine,
including those with lung cancer.

The American Lung Association is the oldest voluntary public health association in the
United States, currently representing the more than 34 million Americans living with lung
diseases, including more than 1,400 living with lung cancer in Maine. The Lung
Association is the leading organization working to save lives by improving lung health and
preventing lung disease through research, education and advocacy.

Comprehensive biomarker testing allows doctors to identify abnormalities in a cell’s
DNA, which in turn helps healthcare providers determine the best course of treatment
for patients with certain conditions. This is particularly important when treating lung
cancer, as there are currently FDA-approved lung cancer treatments for tumor
abnormalities in ten distinct genes.! Studies show that lung cancer patients that have
access to biomarker testing and are thus able to receive targeted therapy treatments
have better overall chances of survival.? Biomarker testing is a crucial part of both cancer
care and treatment of other chronic conditions and has been incorporated into many
clinical guidelines so that doctors may make the best decisions for their patients’ health.

Despite the evidence for the value of biomarker testing, most health coverage plans have
been found to be more restrictive than the National Comprehensive Cancer Network’s
guidelines for biomarker testing.® Many patients who should receive biomarker testing
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may be unable to do so because of insurance coverage restrictions and high out-of-
pocket costs. Therefore, it is important that LD 107 increases coverage of biomarker
testing and removes some of these barriers to care. The Lung Association is especially
pleased that this measure would ensure coverage of biomarker testing through
MaineCare as well.

Maine has an opportunity to increase equitable access to health care by passing LD 107.
Current biomarker testing rates reflect significant racial disparities. For example, research
shows that Black patients with non-small cell lung cancer are less likely to receive testing
than white patients.* The Lung Association supports this measure as a step towards
closing these gaps.

Increasing coverage of biomarker testing will improve health equity in Maine and make
cancer and chronic disease care more affordable and more accessible for patients. The
American Lung Association urges your unanimous vote of “Ought to Pass” for LD 107.
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