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The Honorable Donna Bailey

Chair, Joint Standing Committee on Health
Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services
Maine Senate

3 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333

The Honorable Kristi Mathieson

Chair, Joint Standing Committee on Health
Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services
Maine House of Representatives

2 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear Chairs Bailey and Mathieson:

On behalf of GSK, we are writing in support of LD 107, a bill that would improve access to
biomarker testing—an innovation that leads to more precise treatments and better outcomes on
a variety of health conditions for patients.

GSK is a global biopharma company with a purpose to unite science, talent, and technology to
get ahead of disease together. We focus on the science of the immune system and advanced
technologies to impact health at scale. GSK works to prevent and treat diseases, including
cancer, with vaccines, specialty, and general medicines. We support policy solutions that
improve patient outcomes, reward innovation, and achieve higher value care.

Biomarkers are detectable biological signals that can be used to test and treat a variety of
conditions, such as autoimmune disorders, organ transplants, sickle cell, and rare diseases.'?34
As one example, biomarker testing is used to inform the diagnosis, treatment, and management
of cancer.® Biomarker testing has improved early cancer detection and “revolutionized cancer
treatment,”® making it indispensable for precision medicine and personalized treatment
regimens.

Unfortunately, health insurance coverage for biomarker testing is not keeping pace with
innovation. A survey conducted by CancerCare in 2023 found that 29 percent of participants
with cancer did not have biomarker testing covered by their insurance plan and 25 percent
required prior authorization or approval from their health plan.”
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Access to biomarker testing is also an equity issue. Marginalized communities, including people
of color, individuals with lower socioeconomic status, and rural communities, are less likely to
receive biomarker testing.8°1% A 2023 survey by the American Cancer Society Cancer Action
Network (ACS CAN) found that 60 percent of cancer patients in the highest income bracket had
biomarker testing compared to 42 percent of cancer patients in the lowest income bracket.!!
Another survey by ACS CAN found that 66% of oncology providers report the lack of insurance
coverage for desired biomarker testing is a moderate or significant barrier to patient access.?

LD 107, however, would improve access to biomarkers by requiring state-regulated plans,
including Medicaid, to cover comprehensive biomarker testing when supported by medical and
scientific evidence, including nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines.

For these reasons, GSK urges your AYE vote on LD 107 to improve access to biomarker testing
for a variety of conditions. We appreciate your consideration of our input.

Sincerely,

Sondra. Relastno

Sandra Catherine Ribeiro

Director, State Government Affairs
GSK

860-748-1481
sandra.x.ribeiro@gsk.com
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