
 

Executive Committee 
President 
Laura Blaisdell, MD, MPH, 
FAAP 
 
Vice President 
Brian Youth, MD, FAAP 
 
Treasurer 
Christopher Motyl, DO, FAAP 
 
Secretary 
Genevieve Whiting, MD, FAAP 
 
Immediate Past President  
Deborah Q. Hagler, MD, MPH, 
FAAP 
 
 
Board of Directors 
 
Mahmuda Ahmed, MD, FAAP 
Joseph Anderson, DO, FAAP 
Amy Buczkowski, MD, FAAP 
Melissa Burch, MD, FAAP 
Adrienne Carmack, MD, FAAP 
Gabriel Civiello, MD, FAAP 
Anne Coates, MD, FAAP 
Alyssa Goodwin, MD, FAAP 
Dan Hale, MD, FAAP 
Jessica Iyer, MD* 
Jennifer Jewell, MD, MS, FAAP 
Stephanie Joy, MD, FAAP 
Emily Keller, MD, FAAP 
Alton Kremer, MD, PhD, FAAP 
Michele LaBotz, MD, FAAP 
Maria Libertin, MD* 
Lawrence Losey, MD, FAAP  
Valerie O’Hara, DO, FAAP 
Gita Rao, MD, FAAP 
Sydney Sewall MD, MPH, 
FAAP 
Austin Steward** 
Jeffrey Stone, DO, FAAP 
Mary Tedesco-Schneck, PhD, 
NP 
Andrea Tracy, MD, FAAP 
Jyotika Vallurupalli** 
 
*Resident Board 
Representatives 
**Medical Student 
Representatives 
 
 
Staff 
 
Dee Kerry, BSEd 
Executive Director 
 
Emily Belanger, RN, BSN 
Project Coordinator 
 
Tiffany Harrington, MBA 
Development Director 
 
30 Association Drive, Box 190 

 
 
Testimony for LD 2224: An Act to Strengthen Public Safety by Improving Maine's 
Firearm Laws and Mental Health System 
 
Good morning Senator Carney, Representative Moonen and Members of the Joint 
Standing Committee on Judiciary. My name is Dr. Julia Oppenheimer, and I live in 
Portland, Maine. I am a resident physician in pediatrics. I represent the Maine Chapter of 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, and thus, a large network of pediatricians across the 
state. We stand in support of LD 2224, because stronger firearm safety laws will 
undoubtedly protect the lives of children and people of all ages in Maine.  
 
In 2019, firearm injuries became the leading cause of death for children in the United 
States.1 It is our prerogative as pediatricians to protect children from harm, and as such, 
we advocate for safe storage of firearms in the home. For adolescents struggling with 
mental health or substance use disorders, we take action to provide wraparound 
behavioral health services and firearm protections to reduce their risk of suicide and 
violence. But we have also seen an epidemic of mass shootings in recent years, including 
horrific acts of violence in schools and public spaces. Over the past five years, school 
shootings have become more frequent, and more deadly.2 Outside of the medical office, 
we feel powerless to protect children and families from senseless firearm violence. That is 
why we are here today to advocate for stronger firearm laws to promote the public safety 
of our communities. 
 
We support stronger extreme risk protection orders that allow timely suspension of an 
individual’s access to firearms if they show clear warning signs of violence or suicide. A 
recent review of extreme risk laws in 6 states showed that over 650 petitions were filed for 
mass shooting threats, 20% of which were directed toward schools.3 Connecticut has also 
seen a 14% decrease in gun suicide rates associated with their extreme risk law.4  
 
We also support expanding background check requirements to unlicensed firearm sellers, 
including online sales and gun shows. In the US, 80% of firearms acquired for criminal 
purposes are purchased from unlicensed sellers.5 More than 1 out of 5 gun owners 
purchased a recent firearm without a background check6. There is robust evidence that 
universal background checks reduce gun deaths in children and people of all ages.7,8 
 
We are all still reeling from the tragic losses of life from firearm violence in Lewiston this 
past fall. The shooter showed clear warning signs that his family and peers in the Army 
Reserve not only noticed but took measures to notify the authorities.9 The firearms he 
used were purchased legally.10 We need stronger protections that would allow law 
enforcement to intervene and prohibit those at risk of violence from possessing or 
purchasing firearms. We need stronger behavioral health crisis networks. The lives of our 
children and families depend on it.  
 
We urge you to stand with us to better protect Maine’s children and vote for LD 2224. I 
appreciate your consideration and work on this topic, and I am happy to answer questions. 
Thank you.  
 
Julia Oppenheimer MD 
Portland 
 



 

Manchester, ME  04351 
office: 207-622-3374  
 
www.maineaap.org 

 

http://www.maineaap.org/


 

 
1 Andrews AL, Killings X, Oddo ER, et al. Pediatric firearm injury mortality epidemiology. Pediatrics. 

2022;149(3):e2021052739. 
2 Rapa LJ, Katsiyannis A, Scott SN, Durham O; School Shootings in the United States: 1997–2022. Pediatrics 2024; 

e2023064311. 10.1542/peds.2023-06431. 
3 Zeoli AM, Frattaroli S, Barnard L, Bowen A, Christy A, Easter M, Kapoor R, Knoepke C, Ma W, Molocznik A, Norko M, 

Omaki E, Paruk JK, Pear VA, Rowhani-Rahbar A, Schleimer JP, Swanson JW, Wintemute GJ. Extreme risk 
protection orders in response to threats of multiple victim/mass shooting in six U.S. states: A descriptive study. Prev 
Med. 2022 Dec;165(Pt A):107304. doi: 10.1016/j.ypmed.2022.107304. Epub 2022 Oct 17. PMID: 36265579. 

4 Swanson JW, et al., “Implementation and Effectiveness of Connecticut’s Risk–based Gun Removal Law: Does it Prevent 
Suicides.” Law & Contemporary Problems 80, (2017): 179–20 

5 “Universal Background Checks.” Giffords, 27 Feb. 2024, giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/policy-areas/background-
checks/universal-background-checks/#footnote_4_4119. 

6 Miller M, Hepburn L, Azrael D, “Firearm Acquisition Without Background Checks,” Annals of Internal Medicine 166, no. 4 
(2017): 233–239 

7 Sharkey P, Kang M. The era of progress on gun mortality: Regulations and gun deaths from 1991 to 2016. Epidemiology. 
2023;34(6):786-792. https://doi.org/10.1097/ede.0000000000001662 

8 Goyal MK, Badolato GM, Patel SJ et al; State Gun Laws and Pediatric Firearm-Related Mortality. Pediatrics August 2019; 
144 (2): e20183283. 10.1542/peds.2018-3283. 

9 Ramer, Holly, et al. “He Warned Authorities about the Maine Gunman, but They Downplayed His Texts. Now He’s Speaking 
Out.” AP News, AP News, 12 Jan. 2024, apnews.com/article/lewiston-maine-shooting-warning-signs-robert-card-
e154aac79b4f9d42a5381c20cd6618dd. 

10 “Officials Publicly Identify Gun Found in Lewiston Shooting Suspect’s Car.” News Center Maine, 30 Oct. 2023, 
www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/local/lewiston-auburn/gun-firearm-lewiston-maine-mass-shooting-suspect-
robert-card/97-e9557720-950b-40ea-b753-9412ee4f697e. 


