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Waiting periods are arbitrary impositions with no effect on crime or suicide, introduce
no additional investigative avenues, and only burden law-abiding gun owners without 
changing how or when criminals obtain firearms.
NO, waiting periods do NOT change the background check process; no additional 
investigative measures are taken no matter how long of a waiting period is imposed. 
The FBI still runs the EXACT SAME background check that they run now, without a 
waiting period. Most background checks are resolved instantly, but investigations can 
currently last up to 90 days.
The average time-to-crime for firearms traced by the BATFE in 2018 was nearly 9 
years1, so the idea that guns are often used in crimes of passion or impulsive actions 
right after purchase is NOT supported by anything other than anecdotal evidence.
Only law-abiding individuals will be impacted by waiting periods. Criminals get 
firearms from illegal sources such as straw purchases, on the black market, or theft. 
They don’t buy their guns at gun shops.
There are already too few prosecutions of prohibited persons who attempt to buy a 
firearm from a dealer. Out of 112,090 total federal denials in 2017, there were only 12
prosecutions.
TWO THIRDS of gun owners own more than one firearm. A waiting period could not
possibly affect those purchasing an additional firearm. First-time buyers seeking a 
firearm for self-defense would be affected by a waiting period that limits their ability 
to safeguard themselves and their loved ones.
There is absolutely NO scientific evidence that waiting periods affect suicide, 
homicide, or mass shootings.
CONCLUSION: A waiting period would not have stopped the tragedy in Lewiston, 
and it’s an arbitrary measure that is not based in reality. It does nothing to improve the
background check system, assess the mental health of the purchaser, or prevent 
firearms from getting into the hands of criminals. In fact, it imposes a burden on 
law-abiding individuals who want to obtain a firearm for personal protection.


