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TESTIMONY REGARDING 

 

L.D. 2072 

 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAWS GOVERNING MOTOR VEHICLES 

 

Senator Chipman, Representative Crafts, and members of the Committee on Transportation. I am Steven 

Bailey, executive director of Maine School Management Association, testifying on behalf of the legislative 

committees of the Maine School Boards Association and Maine School Superintendents Association in 

support for the last component of L.D. 2072. This specific component would eliminate the requirement for a 

school bus operator endorsement for drivers of a multifunction school activity bus and provides that the driver 

must be at least 21 years of age and have held a driver’s license for at least 2 years. 

 

The Legislative Committees of MSSA and MSBA agree that the use of multifunction school activity buses 

would be of benefit to school districts. The advantages include reduced costs, less fuel consumption, and the 

ability to have drivers not be required to secure a bus driver’s license that requires the CDL (commercial 

driving license). The option to have access to use this style vehicle for student activities should be extended to 

public schools through this change in statute. 

 

The safest design for “activity buses” is the white “mini-bus-style” that share many safety features with full 

sized-buses, although not the lights, stop sign, other features required for school buses. It is designated the 

multifunction school activity bus. This type of vehicle should only be used for point to point pick up from and 

drop off at a single set destination. 

 

Appropriate motor vehicle insurance coverage must be a component for use of this style activity bus. 

 

While the multifunction school activity buses are not required to be equipped with the traffic control devices, 

they are, however, required to meet all requirements in the school bus crashworthiness standards, all other 

requirements in the school bus crash avoidance safety standards, and all post-crash school bus standards. 

 

Should L.D. 2072 be approved, additional recommendations we would expect to see as requirements within 

each district include: 
• For vehicles:  

o  Require a consistent maintenance regimen based on manufacturer recommendations  

o  Develop a required pre-trip vehicle inspection log/checklist (check lights, check tires, etc.) 

 

• For drivers:  

• training on topics including: 
▪ Vehicle-specific handling 

▪ Safety/inspection information 

▪ Defensive driving



 

 

 

▪ Inclement weather and emergency response/evacuation training 

• Recommendations 

▪ background check 

▪ driving record review (initial and periodic) 

▪ road test 

▪ physical examinations 

▪ drug/alcohol testing 

 

Additional information regarding the use of this style of student transportation is attached. 
 

With the aforementioned cautions and requirements, MSSA and MSBA legislative committees offer support 

for the specified component of L.D. 2072. 














































