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I stand with the Wabanaki in support of their self-determination.

Easing the Settlement Act’s restrictions will enable the Wabanaki Nations to take full
advantage of federal self-determination policies that are very clearly benefiting 570
other tribes and nearby communities across the country. The average income growth
since 1989 has been 61% for tribal citizens not located in Maine, but only 9% for
Wabanaki citizens in Maine; Maine’s overall income growth for the same period was
25%. Likewise, because of the Settlement Act, the Wabanaki tribes’ health,
educational and economic outcomes have lagged far behind those of other population
groups in Maine and other tribes throughout the country. For more information on the
economic limitations of MICSA, visit our Top Takeaways from the recent Harvard
Report.

According to the U.S. Census data in 2019, childhood poverty rates within Wabanaki
communities range from a low of 40% at the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Motahkomikuk
community to a high of 77% for the Mi’kmaq Nation in Aroostook County. By
comparison, Maine’s childhood poverty rate for the same period is 15%.

The politicians who drafted the 1980 Settlement Act called ita “living document”
that should not be set in stone as it has been for more than 40 years to the detriment of
the Wabanaki and rural Maine communities and the state of Maine. Bottom line:
MICSA provides for the State of Maine, Passamaquoddy Tribe and Penobscot Nation
to amend the law within broad areas.

Due to restrictions imposed by the 1980 Maine Indian Claims Settlement Act
(MICSA), the Wabanaki Nations have been kept from achieving the significant
economic growth experienced by the other 570 federal tribes over the past 40 years
who’ve had full access to federal policies of self-determination. Removing those
obstacles would help the Wabanaki Nations take advantage of federal
self-determination policies, programs and funding that elsewhere in Indian Country
led to the creation of thousands of jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in goods
and services produced by Native businesses.

Passing LD 2007 is all about fairness and equity.



