Dear Senator Rotundo, Representative Sachs, and members of the Appropriations and
Financial Affairs Committee and Senator Carney and Representative Moonen and
Members of the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary,

My name is Terence Miller, and | am the Advocacy Director at Preble Street. | am writing
to request the AFA and Judiciary committee members support to make the one-time $4
million in 2023-24 funding a baseline increase starting in 2024-2025. At Preble Street, our
mission is to provide accessible barrier-free services to empower people experiencing
problems with homelessness, housing, hunger, and poverty, and to advocate for solutions
to these problems. Preble Street is concerned about the unintended consequences of
Part Il of LD 2214 if enacted as written.

At Preble Street our clients and community are facing the ongoing challenges caused by
housing instability, food insecurity, and deep poverty. Our clients face a myriad of civil
legal problems and issues daily. Gratefully, the Maine Homeless Law Project is staffed on
a rotating basis by the Maine Volunteer Lawyers Project, one of the seven civil legal aid
providers in Maine, identifies volunteer law firms that provide critical legal advice and
assistance to individuals, youth, and families facing denial of benefits, discrimination in
housing, education, and employment, family law issues, and domestic abuse.

On behalf of Preble Street, | ask that you please vote in opposition of LD 2214 Part Il as it
is currently written, in favor of an amended version that allows for exemptions to the
proposed changes.

Thank you.
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