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Easing the Settlement Act’s restrictions will enable the Wabanaki Nations to take full 
advantage of federal self-determination policies that are very clearly benefiting 570 
other tribes and nearby communities across the country. The average income growth 
since 1989 has been 61% for tribal citizens not located in Maine, but only 9% for 
Wabanaki citizens in Maine; Maine’s overall income growth for the same period was 
25%. Likewise, because of the Settlement Act, the Wabanaki tribes’ health, 
educational and economic outcomes have lagged far behind those of other population 
groups in Maine and other tribes throughout the country.


