Jamie Morin
Boothbay, ME
LD 780

Senator Carney, Representative Moonen, and Members of the Judiciary Committee, | am Jamie Morin, |
live in Boothbay, and | urge you to vote Ought to Pass on LD 780.

I am nearly sixty now, but 42 years ago, as a high school senior, | got pregnant. | had planned carefully
when | decided to begin a sexual relationship, visiting healthcare professionals and using birth control.
Despite my planning and precautions, | found myself pregnant a month before graduation. | made the
decision to terminate the pregnancy and my boyfriend and | scraped together the money for an
abortion. The right to make my own reproductive health decisions was protected at that time. If it had
not been, and | had to leave the state to seek an abortion, | don’t think | could have found the resources
to do so. | likely would have been forced into parenthood long before | was ready to be a parent.

As Americans and Mainers we value our independence and argue our right to choose whether or not to
be vaccinated even when the choice not to do so arguably compromises public health. Without this
freedom of choice, our lives are not our own. Enshrining our right to reproductive autonomy in the
Maine constitution will protect our our laws and ability to make our own decisions about what happens
with our bodies and our lives.

Please vote Ought to Pass on LD 780. Thank you.

Jamie Morin
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