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STATEMENT OF

My name is . I live at

- My birthdate is
Sometime in the summer of 1986, I moved with my family to
Heath, Massachusetts from the state of Connecticut. When our
family first-begah living in Heath, Massachusetts, we were
befriended by a priest by the name of Father Richard ﬁ.

Liksqﬁdlﬂ

LaVigne, whose parish is*shelbvrme Falls, located about nine
miles from Heath. Father LaVicne visited our house.frequently

and acted in a very friendly, big brotherly way towards me and

ﬁy brothers. 1In the fall of 1986, my family began attending
the church in Shelburneﬂ?alls. At some point, Father LaVigne
asked my mother izt z woﬁid like to be altar boy, and I agreed,
as. I had served as an altar boy at our churéh in chnecticyt
before (sometime later, wmy brother - and my brother

also became altar boys at the same church serving under

Father LaVigne).

Father Lavigne was the only Catholic priest at the parish
in Shelburne Falls, but on occas;ons,whea—he—was*absenty -
, Caveet-endy
Father Thrasher would fill in for him.» When I first began

serving as an altar boy in the Fall of 19gs there were about
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eight altar boys ranging in age from seven to eighteen. I was
then thirteen &ears old. My duties as altar boy included
washing the priest’s hands during the service, and during the
consecration to give the wine and water to the priest. Most

of my work as altar bey cccurred con Sundays and on religious

holidays.

Father LaVigne would be very outgoing, friendly and joking
whenever he.visited our family in Keath. His visits continued
after I hagd started to become an altar boy, and frequently
involved staying for dinner. His personality was much more
grave and serious';hen dealing with parishioners in éeneral.

After I had been an altar boy for sometinme, approximately
in the sSpring of 1987, Father LaVigne asked me to.start doing
various jobs at the churpﬂ, including mowing the lawn,
carpentry and other miscellaneous functions. I did these on
my personal time after work. As my school was in Shelburne :
Falls, Father Lavigne would frezuently pick me up at school
and take me back to the church where I would do the work. ée
would then either drive me home or my parents would come and
get me. On days when I was serving as an altar boy, my
parents would come to church wifh me, stay for the service aﬁd
then generally take me back, but as time wore on sometimes

Father LaVigne would ask me to stay for supper.. o
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When I was dcing the various jobs that Father LaVigne
asked me to perform in the afterncen, he would sometimes give
me a snack before I did the work and also talk with me. The
more that I worked at the church, the more Fathe: LaVigne
would cut short the work and bring me into his personal living
quarters and spend social time with me. On occasion, Father
LaVigne would invite my parents and me to supper in his

personal quarters. - Sometimes he would ask them if T could

stay over night.:

As T spent more social time with Father LaVigne he. began
telling me dirty jokes in private, most of them about men’s
Penises. I noticed he would never tell such jokes in front of
my parents or ;n front of anyone else, only when I was aione
in his presence. social th*nqs that Father LaVigne would do
when I was at the parish would 1nc1ude playing tapes of
”rellglous music for me, taxlng me cut to an ice cream parlor
in shelburne Falls, or taking me to the movies in Greenfieldi
On those occasions Father LaVigne would dress in street
clothing. oOn occasions when we went to the movies in
Greenfield, Fathef LaVigne would put his arm around me. I was
embarrassed that some of my friends might notice us. However,
there was no further contact of a physical nature at this
point. I thought of Pather LaVigne as having a strange,

locker room sense of humor, but had no suspicion of anything
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elsea. I had never had any sexuzl experience of any kind

before, and had no basis upon which to rest any suspicion.

In late May or early June cf 1987, Father ﬂaVﬁgne told me
that he was going on vacation in Arizona, and asked me if 1
would like to go with him. I had nevef been anywhere outside
of New England, and was thrilleé fbr thg opportunity to
travel. Father LaVigne offered to pay and did in fact pay for
the entire trip. My parent’s, trusting Pather LaVigne, said

that I could go.

Father La&igne‘offered even.to Pay for clothes fof me. He
took me shopping in North Hampton and took control over what
clothes I would buy, even thouch T did not like them myself
and would not have worn.thm except for my feeling of
obligation to Father Lavgéne. Ee picked out underwear that
was peculiarly tight on me ané told me when I protested that
that is the way underwear is surpvose to fit. Everything was:
purchased to his taste. He even bought matching bathing suits
for the two of us so that we wculd look the same. He insisted
on going into the dressing recenm with me’ and watching me while
I undressed. He also hought me "odd" pieces of clothing like
jock straps. when I would pick cut a shirt that T ‘liked he
would say, "Mo, that is to clashy, how about this?® When we
left for the airpert in late June, my father told me that "if -

anything goes wrong I will find a way of getting you back



