MEMORANDUM

To: The Legislature of the State of Maine

From: John Bellocchio, Renew Our Church
Distinguished Members of the Legislature:

I thank you for taking the time to read the stories of
survival from those who were sexually assaulted as children,
myself included. I ask you to consider the abject horror of the
attached stories, and moreover, the long-term and irreversible
damage child sexual assault had on every victim, and will have
on every future victim. Members of the Legislature, while there
is help available, no one will ever fully recover from the
damage inflicted by child sexual assault. The imprint lasts,
ultimately, until death. It is imperative that the State of
Maine abolish, permanently, the statute of limitations for all
those who have committed acts of child sexual abuse in the State
of Maine. It is time for the statute of limitations on child
sexual abuse to end, right now.

For decades, going back to the 1970s, Maine has been used
as a dumping ground of sorts for pedophile clergy from
throughout the nation, especially from the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Boston, as explained so clearly in the film
"Spotlight." The Church was counting on two things to keep the
matter quiet: the religious nature of the people in Maine, and
the influence of Acadian Catholic culture in the Downeast part
of the State to stabilize the silence. Their bet paid off, and
for so many children, the price to pay was terrible. As you
will hear in my testimony and what you will see in the written
documentation made available to the committee, recidivism is

constant. The question is not whether an abuser will reoffend,




but when and how - will they get more violent? Will they kill a
victim? The safest place for those who sexually assault
children is within the walls of a prison, of that, there is no
question.

Maine's legendary woodlands have created the ideal spot for
wanted criminals who have committed this heinous act to hide and
live off the grid - in fact, they have done just that. It is
time for Maine to 1lead the way, and it 1is time for the
Legislature to act and send the important message: there is no
quarter for those who have committed child sexual assault in the
State of Maine. It is incumbent upon the Legislature to pass
this bill without delay, protect children, and hold predators
responsible. I am glad to be able to work with you on this

vital matter, and thank you for your consideration.
Very truly yours,

DATED:
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