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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §10102, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:

3 3-A.  Beneficial electrification.  "Beneficial electrification" means electrification of 
4 a technology that would otherwise require energy from a fossil fuel that provides a 
5 benefit to a utility, a ratepayer or the environment by improving the efficiency of the 
6 electricity grid or reducing consumer costs or emissions, including carbon emissions.

7 Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §10110, sub-§1, ¶C, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 372, Pt. B, 
8 §3, is amended to read:

9 C.  "Conservation programs" means programs developed by the trust pursuant to this 
10 section designed to reduce inefficient electricity use or to increase the efficiency with 
11 which electricity is used.

12 Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §10110, sub-§2, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 372, Pt. B, 
13 §3, is amended to read:

14 A.  The trust shall consider, without limitation, conservation programs that:

15 (1)  Increase consumer awareness of cost-effective options for conserving energy;

16 (2)  Create more favorable market conditions for the increased use of energy-
17 efficient products and services;

18 (3)  Promote sustainable economic development and reduce environmental 
19 damage; 

20 (4)  Reduce the price of electricity over time for all consumers by achieving 
21 reductions in demand for electricity during peak use periods, including by the 
22 implementation of beneficial electrification; and

23 (5)  Reduce total energy costs for electricity consumers in the State by increasing 
24 the efficiency with which electricity is consumed.

25 Sec. 4.  Efficiency Maine Trust to study barriers to beneficial 
26 electrification.  The Efficiency Maine Trust established in the Maine Revised Statutes, 
27 Title 35-A, section 10103, in coordination with the Public Utilities Commission, shall 
28 study barriers to beneficial electrification in the transportation and heating sectors in the 
29 State.  The study must identify social, technological, legal, regulatory and economic 
30 barriers to beneficial electrification for the transportation and heating sectors in the State.  
31 The study must include information, which the trust may request the commission to 
32 compile, on potential roles for electric utilities, natural gas utilities and competitive 
33 markets in supporting beneficial electrification, including benefits and drawbacks of these 
34 potential roles and examples of specific activities that may be conducted and specific 
35 needs that may be best served by the electric utilities, natural gas utilities or competitive 
36 markets.  The Department of Transportation and the Maine Turnpike Authority shall 
37 provide information to the trust on potential barriers to beneficial electrification and 
38 solutions to overcome those barriers in areas under their jurisdiction.  The trust may seek 
39 information regarding the study from other agencies or from private persons, 


