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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

1 L.D. 353

2

3 CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

4 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

5 STATE OF MAINE
6 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
7 129TH LEGISLATURE
8 FIRST REGULAR SESSION

9 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 279, L.D. 353, Bill, “An Act To 
10 Classify Recovery Residences as One-family Dwellings for the Purposes of the Fire 
11 Code”

12 Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:

13 'An Act Regarding the Safety of Recovery Residences' 
14 Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the 
15 following:

16 'Sec. 1.  25 MRSA §2452, sub-§4 is enacted to read:

17 4.  Exception.  Notwithstanding chapter 314 and Title 10, chapter 1103, a recovery 
18 residence must be treated as a residence for a family if the recovery residence meets the 
19 following requirements:

20 A.  The recovery residence must be certified based on criteria developed by a 
21 nationally recognized organization that supports persons recovering from substance 
22 use disorder;

23 B.  The recovery residence must have no more than 2 residents per bedroom;

24 C.  The recovery residence must have at least one full bathroom for every 6 residents;

25 D.  The recovery residence must meet the requirements of all adopted building codes 
26 and sections 2464 and 2468 applicable to a one-family or 2-family residence with 
27 regard to smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors and fire extinguishers; and

28 E.  If the recovery residence is located in a multiunit apartment building, the recovery 
29 residence must meet all state and local code requirements for the type of building in 
30 which the recovery residence is located.

31 For the purposes of this subsection, "recovery residence" means a shared living residence 
32 for persons recovering from substance use disorder that is focused on peer support, 
33 provides to its residents an environment free of alcohol and illegal drugs and assists its 
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1 residents by connecting the residents to support services or resources in the community 
2 that are available to persons recovering from substance use disorder.' 

3 SUMMARY

4 This amendment replaces the bill and provides a new title.  The amendment provides 
5 an exception to the rules for life safety code requirements for recovery residences that are 
6 certified by a nationally recognized organization that supports persons recovering from 
7 substance use disorder and that meet other listed criteria.  The amendment defines a 
8 recovery residence as a shared living residence for persons recovering from substance use 
9 disorder that is focused on peer support, provides to its residents an environment free of 

10 alcohol and illegal drugs and assists its residents by connecting the residents to support 
11 services or resources in the community that are available to persons recovering from 
12 substance use disorder.


