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L.D. 1624

Date: (Filing No. S-

VETERANS AND LEGAL AFFAIRS

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
128TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

)

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT *“ ” to S.P. 577, L.D. 1624, “RESOLUTION,
Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine To Implement Ranked-choice

Voting”

Amend the resolution by striking out the title and substituting the following:

'RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine
Authorizing the Legislature, or Electors through Direct Initiative, To Enact
Legislation To Determine the Winner of Elections for the Offices of State Senator,
State Representative and Governor'

Amend the resolution by striking out everything after the title and before the

summary and inserting the following:

'Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two thirds of each branch of the
Legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of Maine be

proposed:
Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. First, §5 is amended to read:

Section 5. Election of Representatives. The meetings—within-this-Statefor-the
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brennr&H—y—and—theyLshaH—ﬁnaHy—deteHnm%w-he—ar%eleeteé Leglslature bV proper
enactment, or electors pursuant to Article IV, Part Third, Section 18, shall determine the
method by which Representatives are chosen by popular election.

Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. Second, §§3, 4 and 5 are amended to read:
Sectlon 3 Electlon of Senators The mee&ngs—w%n—thrs—sfeat%fer—theeleeﬁen

hsts%e—b%deh*%red—nﬁe—ﬂ%&ﬁe&ef—th%&eremﬁ#e#sm%ﬁhwﬁh Leglslature by

proper enactment, or electors pursuant to Article IV, Part Third, Section 18, shall
determine the method by which Senators are chosen by popular election.

Section 4. Governor to issue summons to persons who appear to be

elected. The Governor shall, as-seen-as-may-be;-examine-the-copies-of such-lists;-and at

least 7 days before the said first Wednesday of December, issue a summons to such

persons; as shall appear to be elected by-aplarality-efthe-vetes in each senatorial district;
to attend that day and take their seats.

Section 5. Determination of Senators elected; procedure for filling

vacancies. The Senate shall, on said first Wednesday of December, biennially
determine who is elected by—a—plaralityef—etes to be Senator in each district. All
vacancies in the Senate arlsrng from death res1gnat10n removal from the State or hke

: ; ek : g shall be
filled by an 1mrned1ate electron in the unrepresented drstrlct The Governor shall issue a
proclamation therefor and therein fix the time of such election.

Constitution, Art. V, Pt. First, §3 is amended to read:
Sectlon 3 Electlon The meeﬁngs—%&elee&en—ef—@eveme&s%ﬁ%be—ne&ﬁed—helé

deelareel—th%@evemer Leglslature bV proper enactment or electors pursuant to Artrcle
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IV, Part Third, Section 18, shall determine the method by which the Governor is chosen
by popular election.

; and be it further

Constitutional referendum procedure; form of question; effective date.
Resolved: That the municipal officers of this State shall notify the inhabitants of their
respective cities, towns and plantations to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for
holding a statewide election, at a statewide election held in the month of November
following the passage of this resolution, to vote upon the ratification of the amendment
proposed in this resolution by voting upon the following question:

"Do you favor amending the Constitution of Maine to repeal the method
by which State Senators, State Representatives and the Governor are
elected by a plurality of the votes cast and instead authorize the
Legislature, or the electors through direct initiative, to enact a process for
determining the winners of the elections to those offices by popular
vote?"

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation shall vote by ballot on this question
and designate their choice by a cross or check mark placed within the corresponding
square below the word "Yes" or "No." The ballots must be received, sorted, counted and
declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns made to the Secretary of
State in the same manner as votes for members of the Legislature. The Governor shall
review the returns. If it appears that a majority of the legal votes are cast in favor of the
amendment, the Governor shall proclaim that fact without delay and the amendment
becomes part of the Constitution of Maine on the date of the proclamation; and be it
further

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of State
shall prepare and furnish to each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and copies
of this resolution necessary to carry out the purposes of this referendum."'

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the resolution and proposes an amendment to the
Constitution of Maine to authorize the Legislature, or the electors through the direct
initiative process, to enact legislation for the determination of the winners of elections for
the offices of State Senator, State Representative and Governor by popular vote.
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