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L.D. 1611

Date: (Filing No. H- )

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
130TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “  ” to H.P. 1200, L.D. 1611, “An Act To Amend
Maine's Harness Racing Laws Regarding Race Dates and Pari-mutuel Pools”

Amend the bill in the emergency preamble in the 2nd paragraph in the 3rd line (page
1, line 5 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "prior to the commencement of" and
inserting the following: 'in time to apply to'

Amend the bill by striking out all of section 3 and inserting the following:
'Sec. 3. 8 MRSA §275-B, sub-§3 is enacted to read:

3. Facilities approved by commission. Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter
to the contrary, a person licensed pursuant to section 271 to conduct harness horse racing
with pari-mutuel betting may sell pari-mutuel pools and common pari-mutuel pools for
simulcast races at a facility if approved by the commission under this subsection. The
commission may approve a facility under this subsection only if it is located within the
same county as the commercial track where the race or races are conducted, it is not located
within the same municipality as an off-track betting facility licensed under section 275-D
and the municipality in which the facility is located approves of the sale of pari-mutuel
pools or common pari-mutuel pools at the facility. A person authorized to operate a facility
that receives approval under this subsection shall provide the municipality in which the

facility is located 5% of the track share of the commission allocated by section 286,
subsection 5.

A person authorized to sell pari-mutuel pools and common pari-mutuel pools for simulcast
races at a facility under this subsection may conduct at the facility any other activities
incidental to and permitted by that license under section 271.

This subsection is repealed January 1, 2024.

Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section
number to read consecutively.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “  ”to H.P. 1200, L.D. 1611

SUMMARY

This amendment, which is the majority report, strikes the requirement that a facility
that is approved by the commission be located within 25 miles of the racetrack where the
licensed race or race meet is conducted and within a municipality with a population greater
than 55,000. Instead, the amendment provides that a facility approved by the commission
must be within the same county as the commercial track but may not be within the same
municipality as an off-track betting facility. The amendment also provides that a facility
must obtain municipal approval prior to the sale of the pari-mutuel pools or common pari-
mutuel pools and must provide the municipality in which the facility is located 5% of the
track share of the commission allocated by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 8, section 286,
subsection 5.
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