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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT

1 L.D. 1614

2 Date: (Filing No. H-         )

3 JUDICIARY 

4 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

5 STATE OF MAINE
6 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
7 131ST LEGISLATURE
8 FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

9 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1039, L.D. 1614, “An Act to Require an 
10 Ultrasound and Certain Counseling Before an Abortion”

11 Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
12 'An Act to Expand Access to Certain Ultrasound and Counseling Services Before an 
13 Abortion'
14 Amend the bill in section 3 in subsection 5 in the last 2 lines (page 1, lines 16 and 17 
15 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "and the performance of the obstetric ultrasound as 
16 required under section 1599-B"
17 Amend the bill by striking out all of section 4 and inserting the following:

18 'Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §1599-A, sub-§2, ¶D, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 61, §4, is 
19 amended to read:
20 D.  At the woman's request, alternatives Alternatives to abortion such as childbirth and 
21 parenting and adoption and information concerning public and private agencies that 
22 will provide the woman with economic and other assistance to carry the fetus to term, 
23 including, if the woman so requests, a list of these agencies and the services available 
24 from each.'
25 Amend the bill by striking out all of section 5 and inserting the following:

26 'Sec. 5.  22 MRSA §1599-B is enacted to read:
27 §1599-B.  Ultrasound access before abortion
28 1.  Ultrasound available.  Prior to a pregnant woman's giving informed consent under 
29 section 1599-A to having an abortion performed, a health care professional who is to 
30 perform the abortion or a qualified ultrasound provider to whom the responsibility has been 
31 delegated by the health care professional shall inform the pregnant woman that an obstetric 
32 ultrasound is available. If the pregnant woman elects to have an ultrasound, the health care 
33 professional or qualified ultrasound provider shall:  
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1 A.  Perform an obstetric ultrasound on the pregnant woman and provide a simultaneous 
2 explanation of what the ultrasound images are depicting, which must include the 
3 presence and location of the fetus and the number of fetuses depicted, and, if the 
4 ultrasound images indicate that fetal death has occurred, inform the pregnant woman 
5 of that fact;
6 B.  Display the ultrasound images so that the pregnant woman may view the images; 
7 and
8 C.  Provide a medical description of the ultrasound images, which must include the 
9 dimensions of the fetus and the presence of external members and internal organs, if 

10 present and viewable.
11 2.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the 
12 following terms have the following meanings. 
13 A.  "Abortion" has the same meaning as in section 1598, subsection 2, paragraph A.
14 B.  "Health care professional" has the same meaning as in section 1596, subsection 1, 
15 paragraph C.
16 C.  "Obstetric ultrasound" or "ultrasound" has the same meaning as in section 1598, 
17 subsection 2, paragraph D.
18 D.  "Qualified ultrasound provider" means a person who is licensed or certified by a 
19 board or commission established under Title 32 to perform an obstetric ultrasound.'
20 Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section 
21 number to read consecutively.

22 SUMMARY
23 This amendment, which is a minority report of the committee, changes the bill title and 
24 removes the requirement that a pregnant woman undergo an ultrasound at least 48 hours 
25 before she can have an abortion and instead requires that the pregnant woman be offered 
26 an ultrasound at least 48 hours before she can have an abortion.
27 FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
28 (See attached)
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