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L.D. 207

Date: (Filing No. H- )

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
131ST LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “  ” to H.P. 128, L.D. 207, “An Act to Transfer
Responsibility for Administering the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code from the
Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal to the Department of
Professional and Financial Regulation”

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:

'Resolve, Directing the Commissioner of Public Safety to Establish a Stakeholder
Group to Examine the Responsibilities, Fees and Duties of the Technical Building
Codes and Standards Board'

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:

'Sec. 1. Stakeholder group. Resolved: That the Commissioner of Public Safety
shall convene a stakeholder group to examine the responsibilities, fees and duties of the
Technical Building Codes and Standards Board, as established in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 5-A.

1. The commissioner shall invite, at a minimum, the participation in the stakeholder
group of the following:

A. The Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation or the commissioner's
designee;

B. The Director of the Office of Policy Innovation and the Future or the director's
designee;

C. The State Fire Marshal or the marshal's designee;

D. The Executive Director of the Efficiency Maine Trust or the executive director's
designee;

E. The director of the Maine State Housing Authority or the director's designee;
F. A representative of a statewide association of real estate developers;

G. A representative of a trade association of engineers;
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H. A representative of a trade association of architects;

I. A representative of a trade association of residential building contractors;

J. A representative of a trade association of commercial construction contractors;
K. A representative of a trade association of lumber dealers;

L. A representative of a statewide association of fire chiefs;

M. A representative of a statewide chamber of commerce;

N. A representative of a trade association of building officials and inspectors; and
O. A representative of a statewide association of municipalities.

2. At a minimum, the stakeholder group shall examine the following subjects relating
to the responsibilities, fees and duties of the Technical Building Codes and Standards
Board:

A. The administration of the Technical Building Codes and Standards Board and the
budget and fees required to support the board's duties;

B. The timeline for the adoption of building codes and standards;

C. The appropriate legislative committee of jurisdiction for legislation concerning
building codes and standards;

D. Cost-benefit analyses associated with the adoption of building codes and standards
including consideration of the effect of such adoption on housing costs;

E. The adoption of so-called stretch codes;
F. The responsibilities and feasibility of technical advisory groups; and

G. The training and education of interested parties, including, but not limited to, code
enforcement officers, contractors and designers.

The stakeholder group shall identify strategies, make findings and develop
recommendations, including any necessary legislation, to address the matters described in
this section for inclusion in the report required under section 2.

Sec. 2. Report. Resolved: That, on or before February 15, 2024, the Commissioner
of Public Safety shall submit to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and
Public Safety a report describing the strategies, findings and recommendations, including
any necessary legislation, of the stakeholder group under section 1. After reviewing the
report, the committee may report out legislation relating to the report to the Second Regular
Session of the 131st Legislature.'

Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section
number to read consecutively.

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve that directs the Commissioner of Public
Safety to convene a stakeholder group to examine the responsibilities, fees and duties of
the Technical Building Codes and Standards Board. On or before February 15, 2024, the
commissioner is required to submit to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice
and Public Safety a report describing the findings and recommendations, including any
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necessary legislation, of the stakeholder group. After reviewing the report, the committee
may report out legislation relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st
Legislature.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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