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Sec. 1. Formation of stakeholder group; study. Resolved: That the
Department of Public Safety shall convene a stakeholder group composed of members as
required by section 2 to study long-term solutions to improve the recruitment, retention and
wellness of law enforcement officers in the State. The study must include, but is not limited
to:

1. An analysis of how to incentivize and encourage the recruitment of law enforcement
officers and how funding could be provided to address vacant law enforcement positions;

2. An analysis of how to incentivize and encourage the retention of law enforcement
officers and how funding could be provided to support this goal;

3. An analysis of how to incentivize and encourage mental and physical wellness
programs for law enforcement officers and how funding could be provided to support this
goal;

4. An analysis of how to develop and support law enforcement entities in rural
communities and how funding could be provided to support community peace and crime
deterrence;

5. An analysis of the current educational, social service, public health, criminal justice,
drug enforcement and economic needs of communities and law enforcement entities,
opportunities to address those needs and how funding could be provided to support the
peacekeeping efforts of law enforcement entities;

6. An analysis of media coverage in the State, the scope of which is to be determined
by the stakeholder group, and the impact of media on public perception of law enforcement
officers; and

7. An analysis of current community policing, social services and crime prevention
programs throughout the State, and recommendations for future programs, and how
funding could be provided to support the peacekeeping efforts of law enforcement entities.

Sec. 2. Stakeholder group membership. Resolved: That the stakeholder group
under section 1 consists of 10 members as follows:

1. The Commissioner of Public Safety or the commissioner's designee; and

2. Nine members appointed by the Governor who possess expertise in the subject
matter of the study as follows:

A. An individual representing the Maine Lodge of the Fraternal Order of Police;
B. An individual representing the Maine Association of Police;

C. An individual representing a statewide association that represents retired law
enforcement officers;

D. An individual representing a statewide association advocating for state troopers in
the State;

E. An individual representing the Maine State Law Enforcement Association;
F. An individual representing the Maine Law Enforcement Coalition;
G. An individual representing the Maine Criminal Justice Academy;

H. An individual representing a statewide mental health organization; and
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I. An individual representing a statewide private law enforcement organization.

The Department of Public Safety shall report to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters no later than January 2, 2025 with
findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation. The joint standing
committee may report out a bill related to the report to the 132nd Legislature in 2025.

SUMMARY

This resolve requires the Department of Public Safety to convene a stakeholder group
composed of individuals representing law enforcement officers, retired law enforcement
officers, criminal justice educators and administrators, private security firms and mental
health professionals to examine and propose long-term solutions to improve the
recruitment, retention and wellness of law enforcement officers.
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