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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §257-A, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 439, §2, is amended to
read:

§257-A. Department of Education diploma

The commissioner shall issue a Department of Education diploma to a student who
qualifies for the diploma pursuant to this section. A Department of Education diploma
has the same legal status as a diploma awarded by a school administrative unit.

1. Eligibility to apply for diploma. A student is eligible to apply for a Department
of Education diploma if that student is unable to satisfy the requirements for a diploma
from a school administrative unit because the student experienced one or more education
disruptions;-as-defined-in-seetion5+61—subsection2-A; during the student's educational
history.

1-A. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the
following terms have the following meanings.

A. "Education disruption" has the same meaning as in section 5161, subsection 2-A.

B. "Responsible school" has the same meaning as in section 5161, subsection 5-A
and includes a school identified pursuant to section 5163, subsection 6.

C. "Student experiencing homelessness" means a student who has been identified by
a school administrative unit or local education agency as a homeless child or youth as
defined in the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance
Improvements Act of 2001, 42 United States Code, Section 11431, et seq.

2. Standard for awarding diploma. The commissioner shall issue a diploma under
this section only to a student who demonstrates achievement of the content standards of
the system of learning results established pursuant to section 6209.

3. Process. A
appheaﬁeﬂ—te—thHei%eﬂer—mek*d-mg The respon51ble school shall subrmt an
application for a Department of Education diploma to the commissioner on behalf of any
student who has experienced one or more education disruptions during the student's
educational history on the request of the student's parent or guardian or on the request of
the student if the student is at least 18 years of age or is a student experiencing
homelessness. The parent or guardian of such a student or a student who is at least 18
years of age or is a student experiencing homelessness may submit an application directly
to the commissioner, and the responsible school shall assist in the application process.
An application must include such evidence of student achievement and other information
as is required by the commissioner. Evidence of student achievement may include, but is
not limited to, transcripts, waivers, academic reports and school work recognition plans.
The commissioner shall form a review team to review evidence of student achievement
and to make a recommendation to the commissioner on the awarding of a diploma under
this section. The commissioner shall make the final determination of eligibility for a
diploma under this section.
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4. Exception for award of diploma for student experiencing homelessness or in
foster care. Notwithstanding subsection 3, upon receipt of an application for a diploma
for a student experiencing homelessness or who has been in foster care, the commissioner
shall issue a diploma under this section and may not require additional information or an
interview with the student if the student meets the standard for awarding a diploma under
subsection 2 and:

A. Has been identified as a student experiencing homelessness at any time after
beginning grade 7 or has been in foster care;

B. Is unable to satisfy the requirements for a diploma from a school administrative
unit by the end of the student's 4th year of secondary school; and

C. Has been enrolled in more than one school after the student's 2nd vyear of
secondary school.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §4722, sub-§6-A is enacted to read:

6-A. Exception for students who are experiencing homelessness or in foster
care. A secondary school shall award a diploma to a student who:

A. At any time after beginning grade 9 has been identified by a school administrative
unit or local education agency as a homeless child or youth as defined in the federal

McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001, 42
United States Code, Section 11431, et seq., or has been in foster care;

B. Is unable to satisfy the requirements for a diploma from the current school
administrative unit by the end of the student's 4th year of secondary school;

C. Has been enrolled in more than one school after the student's 2nd vyear of
secondary school; and

D. Would have been able to satisfy the requirements for a diploma from the school
administrative unit where the student previously attended secondary school by the
end of the student's 4th year of secondary school had the student remained at that
school.

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §5163, sub-§3, B, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 439, §15, is
amended to read:

B. Compile for the student the partial and full credits or other recognition received
by the student to date, provide priority enrollment in classes in which the student has
partial credits, identify gaps between that compilation and the credits or recognition
typically earned by the student's peers and identify options for the student to close
those gaps, ifpessible including but not limited to immediately enrolling the student
in classes or programs.

Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA §5163, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 439, §15, is
amended to read:

4. Education disruption due to homelessness or foster care placement. The
responsible school at the time of education disruption due to homelessness or foster care
placement shall:
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A. Within 5 school days of becoming aware of the education disruption due to
homelessness or foster care placement—make—avaﬁ&b}e—te—ﬂ&e—studeﬂt—mdiwdaa}

(1) Make available to the student individual educational materials such as
curricula and assignments designed to enable the student to continue the student's
educational programming; and

(2) Provide the student with an adult mentor at the school to facilitate the
student's transition into the school; and

B. Within 10 days of becoming aware of the education disruption due to

homelessness or foster care placement—weﬂH%h—ﬂ&Hméerﬁ—aﬂd—th%pafem—ef

(1) Work with the student and the parent or guardian to develop or update a
school work recognition plan for the student;

(2) Contact and coordinate with prior schools to ensure the award of all partial
and full credits and other recognition the student has earned;

(3) Provide immediate enrollment in classes in which the student has earned
partial credits; and

(4) Identify gaps between credits earned by the student and the credits or
recognition typically earned by the student's peers and identify options for the
student to close those gaps, including but not limited to immediately enrolling the
student in classes or programs.

Sec. 5. 20-A MRSA §5163, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 439, §15, is
amended to read:

5. Staff assistance. For every student who experiences education disruption due-te
placement—in—an—interim—program covered under this section, professional staff in the
responsible school must be assigned to ensure the complete transfer of all records, grades
and credits and all academic material, including an academic programming agreement, if
applicable, from the interim program or prior school or program in which the student was
placed to the responsible school no later than 5 school days after the student enrolls in the
responsible school.

Sec. 6. 20-A MRSA §5164, last €, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 439, §15, is
amended to read:

If it is determined by the responsible school and the student that the student cannot
meet the school's requirements for graduation by the end of the student's 4th year of
secondary school, the responsible school shall provide the student information about
applying for a Department of Education diploma and shall submit an application on
behalf of the student or shall assist the student in making the application as required
pursuant to section 257-A, subsection 3.
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SUMMARY
This bill does the following.

1. It amends the process for applying for a Department of Education diploma by
requiring that the responsible school apply on behalf of a student who has experienced
one or more education disruptions on request. The student's parent or guardian or a
student who is over 18 years of age may still apply directly to the Department of
Education, and the school must assist the student in the application process.

2. It provides that the Commissioner of Education must award a Department of
Education diploma to a student who has experienced homelessness or has been in foster
care who meets certain criteria and may not require that student to provide additional
information or be interviewed.

3. It provides that a secondary school must award a diploma to a student who has
experienced homelessness or foster care placement if the student meets specified criteria.

4. It provides that the responsible school for a student whose education disruption is
due to multiple transfers or homelessness or foster care placement must compile for the
student partial and full credits received by the student to date, provide priority enrollment
in classes in which the student has received partial credit and immediately enroll the
student in classes or programs to close gaps between the compilation of credits by the
student and the credits typically earned by the student's peers.

5. It requires the responsible school to provide an adult mentor to students who
experience education disruption due to homelessness or foster care placement to facilitate
transition into the school.

6. It requires that if the responsible school determines that a student who experiences
education disruption will not be able to graduate by the end of the student's 4th year of
secondary school, the responsible school must provide the student information regarding
a Department of Education diploma and apply on behalf of the student or assist the
student in making the application.
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