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Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, Resolve 2021, chapter 108 placed a 2-year moratorium on the approval of
any new motor vehicle registration plates; and

Whereas, some specialty and recognition plate sponsors had already received
approval to begin the signature collection process and fund-raising for their plates, but had
not completed the process at the time the moratorium became effective; and

Whereas, these plate sponsors had already invested time and money in the process of
creating their specialty and recognition plates and were unable to continue the process
because of the moratorium, threatening a loss of funds and public support; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within
the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore, be it

Sec. 1. Resolve 2021, c. 108, §3, enacted. Resolved: That Resolve 2021, c. 108,
§3 is enacted to read:

Sec. 3. Exemption. Resolved: That, notwithstanding section 1, a specialty or
recognition plate sponsor whose plate was approved by the Department of the Secretary of
State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A,
sections 468 and 468-A prior to July 14, 2021 is authorized to continue the signature
gathering process and bring forth enabling legislation for that plate.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation
takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This resolve provides an exemption to the temporary moratorium on the
commencement, review and approval of new specialty or recognition registration plates by
the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles by allowing a plate
sponsor whose plate was approved before the effective date of the moratorium to continue
the signature gathering process and bring forth enabling legislation for that plate.
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