127th MAINE LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-2016

Legislative Document No. 1550

S.P. 606 In Senate, January 12, 2016

An Act To Protect Shellfish Conservation Areas

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule
203.

Reference to the Committee on Marine Resources suggested and ordered printed.

e

HEATHER J.R. PRIEST
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator GERZOFSKY of Cumberland.

Cosponsored by Representative KUMIEGA of Deer Isle and

Senators: BAKER of Sagadahoc, BURNS of Washington, DIAMOND of Cumberland,
PATRICK of Oxford, Representatives: BRYANT of Windham, GIDEON of Freeport, LONG
of Sherman, McCREIGHT of Harpswell.

Printed on recycled paper



[SS I\

O 09N N b~

10
11
12
13
14

15
16

17

18
19
20

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6671, sub-§10-B, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 517, §1, is
amended to read:

10-B. Molesting municipal shellfish gear placed in protected areas; netting
buffer zones. A municipality may, as part of a municipal shellfish conservation program,
place protective netting, fencing, traps or other gear in the intertidal zone to provide
protection from shellfish predators. Any netting, fencing, traps or other gear placed for
this purpose must be clearly marked with signs or tags that identify the municipality that
placed the gear and indicate the purpose of the gear.

A. A person may not tamper with, molest, disturb, alter, destroy or in any manner
handle gear placed by a municipality in accordance with this subsection, and a person
with a recreational or a commercial shellfish or marine worm license may not harvest
shellfish or marine worms commercially or for personal use within a buffer zone of
10 feet around any protective netting.

B. A person who violates paragraph A commits a civil violation for which a fine of
not less than $300 and not more than $1,000 may be adjudged.

SUMMARY

This bill specifies that a person with a recreational or commercial shellfish or marine
worm license may not harvest shellfish or marine worms within a buffer zone of 10 feet
around protective netting placed as part of a municipal shellfish conservation program.
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