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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3174-III is enacted to read:
3 §3174-III.  Coverage for after-school services
4 The department shall reimburse under the MaineCare program for after-school services 
5 for children enrolled in the MaineCare program as required in this section.
6 1.  After-school services.  The department shall reimburse for after-school services 
7 provided to school-age children enrolled in the MaineCare program in the same manner as 
8 services that are medically necessary to access education at school are reimbursed, whether 
9 the after-school services are provided by a licensed child care provider, an after-school 

10 program operated by a school district or a recreational program provided in the community, 
11 including by a municipality.
12 2.  Services for children with disabilities.  If after-school services pursuant to 
13 subsection 1 are provided to a child that has a disability, the department shall ensure that 
14 the after-school services are appropriate to the child's need and that any additional staffing 
15 necessary to provide after-school services to the child with a disability are reimbursed.
16 3.  Eligibility for child care subsidies.  A child eligible for MaineCare services under 
17 this section is also eligible for child care subsidies as provided under chapter 1052-A.  Child 
18 care subsidies may be used to access after-school services whether the program is provided 
19 by a licensed child care provider, an after-school program operated by a school district or 
20 a recreational program provided in the community, including by a municipality.
21 4.  Rulemaking.  The department may adopt rules to implement this section.  Rules 
22 adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 
23 375, subchapter 2-A.

24 SUMMARY
25 This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to reimburse for after-
26 school services to children enrolled in the MaineCare program.  The department must 
27 reimburse for after-school services, whether the services are provided by a licensed child 
28 care provider, an after-school program operated by a school district or a community 
29 recreational program, in the same manner as services that are medically necessary to access 
30 education at school are reimbursed.  If services are provided to a child with a disability in 
31 an after-school program, the department must ensure that the services are appropriate to 
32 the child’s need and any additional staffing necessary to provide those services must also 
33 be reimbursed.  The bill provides that a child eligible for MaineCare services is also eligible 
34 for child care subsidies and those subsidies may be used for after-school services whether 
35 the provider is a licensed child care provider, an after-school program operated by a school 
36 district or a community recreational program.
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