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Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, Maine harness racing is an important historic sport; and

Whereas, attracting new fans to Maine harness racing is critical to the future
well-being of the industry and agriculture; and

Whereas, the regulation of harness racing is under the jurisdiction of the Department
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry while the regulation of sports wagering is under
the jurisdiction of the Department of Public Safety; and

Whereas, this dual regulatory environment has created a situation in which harness
racing may not be shown and wagered upon at all physical sports wagering locations; and

Whereas, the 2025 racing season commences in April and this legislation must take
effect before the 2025 racing season commences; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within
the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 8 MRSA §275-B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 51, §1, is further amended to
read:

§275-B. Sale of pari-mutuel pools

The following persons may sell pari-mutuel pools on horse racing in accordance with
this chapter and rules adopted by the commission.

1. Racetracks. A person licensed pursuant to section 271 to conduct harness horse
racing with pari-mutuel betting may sell pari-mutuel pools and common pari-mutuel pools
for simulcast races. The seller must be within the enclosure of the racetrack where the
licensed race or race meet is conducted ex, within the licensee's slot machine facilities
licensed pursuant to section 1011 or at any licensee's facility licensed pursuant to section
1206.

2. Off-track betting facility. A person licensed pursuant to section 275-D to operate
an off-track betting facility may sell pari-mutuel pools at that licensed facility.
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Sec. 2. 8 MRSA §275-C, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2021, c. 406, §4, is further
amended to read:

1. Authority. A person authorized to sell pari-mutuel pools on horse racing may sell
common pari-mutuel pools for simulcast races. The sale must be conducted within the
enclosure of the licensee's racetrack, at the licensee's slot machine facilities licensed
pursuant to section 1011, at the licensee's off-track betting facility or at a-factHit-approved
b%eemms&ea—&raeee%d&ne&w&h—seeﬁeﬂ%%—s&bsee&eﬂ% any licensee's facility

licensed pursuant to section 1206.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation
takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This bill allows for the sale of pari-mutuel pools by persons who are licensed by the
Maine State Harness Racing Commission as commercial racetracks at facilities also
licensed by the Department of Public Safety, Gambling Control Unit for sports wagering.
It repeals a provision of law that restricts where persons licensed to conduct harness horse
racing with pari-mutuel betting may sell pari-mutuel pools for simulcast races that
otherwise would be repealed on January 1, 2026.
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