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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA §401, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2005, c. 397, Pt. A, §29, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

1. Sheriff's duties. The sheriff's duties are as follows. The sheriff is:

A. The chief law enforcement officer of the county in which the sheriff serves and is a
constitutional officer under the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 10:

B. Responsible for administering and directing the sheriff's department as authorized
by the county budget for the county in which the sheriff serves;

C. The department head of the sheriff's department, which consists of law enforcement,
corrections, civil and court security with duties as follows.

(1) The law enforcement division is responsible for answering emergency and
nonemergency calls, patrolling rural communities, investigating crimes,

conducting traffic-related enforcement and working in conjunction with the county
it serves.

(2) The corrections division is responsible for housing pretrial detainees and
sentenced inmates who have been convicted of a Class A, B or C crime and
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of 9 months or less or convicted of a Class D
or E crime and sentenced to a term of imprisonment of 364 days or less.

(3) The civil division is responsible for serving civil subpoenas and other court-
related documents within the county it serves, including, but not limited to,
documents related to family matters, civil suits and forcible entry and detainer; and

D. Responsible for informing the county commissioners of sheriff's department

activities on a regular basis.

SUMMARY
This bill clarifies and expands the duties of sheriffs.
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