130th Maine Legislature
RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine To Require the Election of Maine Constitutional Officers by Majority Vote of the Electors
L.D. 874
RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine To Require the Popular Election of Maine Constitutional Officers
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__d1111575_727c_4334_9199_e8][bookmark: _PAGE__1_f533d83c_d7ea_4f19_bd99_ad9a2b9][bookmark: _PAR__2_e24cd356_beee_49e2_ad3d_90ab561e]L.D. 874
[bookmark: _PAR__3_2a92e612_d851_486d_9b9a_4f70f873]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_27af0344_9cdc_4007_9af6_29ed2774]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_8f47af23_24ea_45a8_9193_d0d6b382]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__6_969a33e5_0352_4eae_9e78_1e204e75]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ac04b2e6_eb6e_4a5e_91ca_b3ed521b]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_38670eca_42e4_4fd6_b77e_656f9386]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__9_d2a61f11_02d5_41c4_a39d_d1dd45ea]SENATE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 288, L.D. 874, “RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine To Require the Popular Election of Maine Constitutional Officers”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e8e396b7_ecd5_4fcd_8041_97][bookmark: _PAR__10_8d7c0d88_0f99_4560_a749_aaf7b5e]Amend the resolution by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_da85ea96_4180_4d45_935f_d6d8c8b]'RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine To Require the Election of Maine Constitutional Officers by Majority Vote of the Electors'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__82535d78_9ce3_4ee9_9913_18][bookmark: _PAR__12_4cfd5283_0066_4dfd_a4f3_b035bb4]Amend the resolution by striking out everything after the first paragraph after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_ea7b3b4a_616b_4977_aaa8_fd05cb0]'Constitution, Art. V, Pt. Second, §1 is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_3c862b77_dfbd_4989_80da_a790cf8]Section 1.  Election.  The Secretary of State shall be chosen biennially at the first session of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the elected by a majority of votes cast by the qualified electors at an election held on the same date as provided by this Constitution for the election of Senators and Representatives in convention.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_e8b7755b_29af_44d8_9c30_8bc5ede]Constitution, Art. V, Pt. Second, §1-A is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_8cf5c3ba_45f3_48be_aca1_0d6efa9]Section 1-A.  Succession to the office of Secretary of State.  If a vacancy occurs in the office of the Secretary of State, the first deputy secretary of state shall act as the Secretary of State until a Secretary of State is elected by the Legislature during the current session if in session, or at the next regular or special session a majority of votes cast by the qualified electors at an election held on the same date as provided by this Constitution for the election of Senators and Representatives or at a special election held before that date.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_676683e2_0861_489d_9200_21f6f2c]Constitution, Art. V, Pt. Third, §1 is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_4cff44b4_90bf_4963_a454_75838cf]Section 1.  Election.  The Treasurer shall be chosen biennially, at the first session of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the elected by a majority of votes cast by the qualified electors at an election held on the same date as provided by this Constitution for the election of Senators, and Representatives in convention.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_5e80df52_7bc7_4f97_972b_9152abe]Constitution, Art. V, Pt. Third, §1-A is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_9e8d49dd_fae8_490f_8fa1_4ae133b][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__6701b940_2196_418a_b50f_ff3][bookmark: _PAGE__2_43d6494d_8302_417d_9fe3_4da1557][bookmark: _PAR__2_c860014c_7c18_4541_bed7_261823e6]Section 1-A.  Succession to the office of Treasurer.  If a vacancy occurs in the office of Treasurer of State, the deputy treasurer of state shall act as the Treasurer of State until a Treasurer of State is elected by the Legislature during the current session if in session, or at the next regular or special session a majority of votes cast by the qualified electors at an election held on the same date as provided by this Constitution for the election of Senators and Representatives or at a special election held before that date.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e4c2a7c4_b0ea_47cf_8ffa_16b1e827]Constitution, Art. IX, §11  is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ce13bff5_15d0_454f_8a41_2e64e8be]Section 11.  Attorney General.  The Attorney General shall be chosen biennially by joint ballot elected by a majority of votes cast by qualified electors at the election held on the same date as provided by this Constitution for the election of the Senators and Representatives in convention.  Vacancy in said office occurring when the Legislature is not in session, may be filled by appointment by the Governor, subject to confirmation as required by this Constitution for Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1e4aeca1_da0a_4731_bbac_98ce13a6]Constitutional referendum procedure; form of question; effective date.  Resolved:  That the municipal officers of this State shall notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for holding a statewide election, at a statewide election held in the month of November following the passage of this resolution, to vote upon the ratification of the amendment proposed in this resolution by voting upon the following question:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_43b23677_0699_49bb_9412_16f8666a]"Do you favor amending the Constitution of Maine to provide that the Secretary of State, the Treasurer of State and the Attorney General be elected biennially by a majority of the votes cast for office by qualified electors?"
[bookmark: _PAR__7_01f08cc4_5f12_4f3c_b25d_badf6dfc]The legal voters of each city, town and plantation shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their choice by a cross or check mark placed within the corresponding square below the word "Yes" or "No."  The ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes for members of the Legislature.  The Governor shall review the returns.  If it appears that a majority of the legal votes are cast in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall proclaim that fact without delay and the amendment becomes part of the Constitution of Maine on the date of the proclamation.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_8de321d8_4b06_40b2_9d51_d92614a8]Secretary of State shall prepare ballots.  Resolved:  That the Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and copies of this resolution necessary to carry out the purposes of this referendum.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4c0602fc_be15_4c54_ad52_a3][bookmark: _PAR__9_2b6e2ccf_efc4_4db4_9554_0285faa3]Amend the resolution by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__146d9079_7129_4b74_90f7_073c27][bookmark: _PAR__10_2dabef85_7541_47df_b8da_63f287c]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_a135a138_263a_4ef1_bb54_3222afd][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__55dba38a_5111_40a1_9dae_449][bookmark: _PAGE__3_e7faf250_6d04_4ec2_9850_dec4f34][bookmark: _PAR__2_d70a7910_b4cf_46de_ab54_ba26f029]This amendment replaces the resolution and instead requires the Secretary of State, the Treasurer of State and the Attorney General to be elected by a majority of votes cast.  The resolution required the election of those positions to be done in the same manner as for the election of Legislators.
[bookmark: _SPONSOR_BLOCK__42e0ab66_333a_41cc_8d4d_][bookmark: _PAR__3_c91157f8_2548_4d73_b57b_77e2a013]SPONSORED BY: ___________________________________
[bookmark: _PAR__4_6fb25f4d_eae5_4877_b8c1_8ed67f13](Senator BALDACCI, J.)
[bookmark: _PAR__5_9ea18424_24e4_4045_a53e_85f2248a]COUNTY: Penobscot
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