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An Act to Increase the Notice Period for Rent Increases of 10 Percent or More
L.D. 701
An Act to Increase the Notice Period for Rent Increases
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7ffb35d7_d7ef_43fc_ae07_ab][bookmark: _PAR__10_dfc3f355_2618_48ff_86b4_756ffe0]Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 1 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_64522c91_5325_4c7c_a536_3cb3cd1]'Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §6015, as amended by PL 2003, c. 259, §1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_8f952fe6_8726_43f9_9fe1_f102d0d]1. Increase of rent generally. Except as provided in subsection 2, rent charged for residential estates may be increased by the landlord only after providing at least 45 days' written notice to the tenant.  A written or oral waiver of this requirement is against public policy and is void.  Any person in violation of this section is liable for the return of any sums unlawfully obtained from the tenant, with interest, and reasonable attorney's fees and costs.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8ef798c3_8354_425c_aea8_d3a2dd7]2.  Increase of 10% or more.  If rent charged for a residential estate is increased by the landlord by 10% or more, the landlord must provide at least 75 days' written notice to the tenant. If the landlord increases rent more than once in a 12-month period, and the increases add up to a total increase of 10% or more, the landlord must provide at least 75 days' written notice prior to any increase that brings the total increase in rent to 10% or more.  A written or oral waiver of this requirement is against public policy and is void.  Any person in violation of this subsection is liable for the return, with interest, of any sums unlawfully obtained from the tenant and reasonable attorney's fees and costs.
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[bookmark: _PAR__16_306f9140_53b2_493b_86a9_4c9be85]A.  Requirements established by a document or deed recorded by a register of deeds that are designed to keep the housing affordable for tenants with specific income levels;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_dcd84d1c_a653_4fba_acc4_5df6326]B.  Restrictions as a condition of the landlord's receipt of subsidies from or participation in a municipal, state or federal housing program; or
[bookmark: _PAR__18_e953b213_f4e2_44d7_877a_5876a14]C.  Restrictions as a condition of the tenant's receipt of subsidies from or participation in a municipal, state or federal housing program.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5de2c05d_720b_4516_94b2_cb][bookmark: _PAR__19_07763023_b8ba_46b4_bcbb_6f4b313]Amend the amendment by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_e91edbeb_a023_4abf_8fd8_2be78a29]This amendment adds exceptions to the requirement for 75 days' written notice of rent increase to a tenant for rent charged for a residential estate restricted under or participating in certain housing assistance programs.
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