132nd Maine Legislature
An Act Making Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations from the General Fund and Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2026 and June 30, 2027
L.D. 2212
An Act Making Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations from the General Fund and Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2026 and June 30, 2027
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__0e37cabc_da75_437c_b4ca_5d][bookmark: _PAGE__1_d4c35b0b_dde4_424e_95a1_4543e3b][bookmark: _PAR__2_c69a70c0_b9cc_493f_a6a0_3c482dd2]L.D. 2212
[bookmark: _PAR__3_73054d25_bc43_40e8_8ae5_ab4abb11]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_5b3e9b2b_7cdf_45a3_8687_d2129de3]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1faf7acf_d5a2_44a8_bbff_c0af3b68]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9e041fd4_d866_49ab_ad45_5ae3d235]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__7_1fddc107_3430_4288_937d_e48dc2df]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_1b0152fb_a548_4775_8169_0bd01f15]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__9_27968ef6_3d31_41b8_8e85_06200d8f]HOUSE AMENDMENT “      ” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “A” to H.P. 1491, L.D. 2212, “An Act Making Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations from the General Fund and Other Funds for the Expenditures of State Government and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2026 and June 30, 2027”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d4e426f3_0868_40a4_b627_74][bookmark: _PAR__10_adb844af_5e44_4c1c_94b8_6499120]Amend the amendment by inserting after Part HHHH the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_0ba2ec89_2a33_4c74_9323_0411d3d]'PART IIII
[bookmark: _PAR__12_f1fd8f8a_af4c_4e4d_a28a_d3e187f]Sec. IIII-1.  36 MRSA §4365, first ¶, as amended by PL 2025, c. 388, Pt. E, §1 and affected by §6, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_fc66fa63_a172_4bf2_b981_2775fc4]Before January 5, 2026, a A tax is imposed on all cigarettes imported into this State or held in this State by any person for sale at the rate of 100 mills for each cigarette.  Beginning January 5, 2026, a tax is imposed on all cigarettes imported into this State or held in this State by any person for sale at the rate of 175 mills for each cigarette.  Payment of the tax is evidenced by the affixing of stamps to the packages containing the cigarettes.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_aceb333b_9ac8_4ff1_9aac_2db83d2]Sec. IIII-2.  36 MRSA §4365-F, as amended by PL 2025, c. 367, §§16 and 17 and affected by §20 and repealed by c. 388, Pt. E, §2 and affected by §6, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_e856a02c_b94c_4b26_8eb5_2459ff5]§4365-F.  Application of cigarette tax rate increase effective September 19, 2005
[bookmark: _PAR__16_ba500b4c_a6e4_469a_adea_d25ae75]The following provisions apply to cigarettes held for resale on September 19, 2005.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_11e29ba0_165c_4591_bda7_a09fd55]1.  Stamped rate.  Cigarettes stamped at the rate of 50 mills per cigarette and held for resale after September 18, 2005 are subject to tax at the rate of 100 mills per cigarette.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_278c33f7_372b_4c27_bf77_051dc75]2.  Liability.  A person possessing cigarettes for resale is liable for the difference between the tax rate of 100 mills per cigarette and the tax rate of 50 mills per cigarette in effect before September 19, 2005.  Stamps indicating payment of the tax imposed by this section must be affixed to all packages of cigarettes held for resale as of September 19, 2005, except that cigarettes held in vending machines as of that date do not require that stamp.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_1a9ea097_f742_47fa_8938_9627bb2][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__fe8e8c96_a9e1_47e9_9879_dec][bookmark: _PAGE__2_1036e385_642e_44f2_b730_ad8f38b][bookmark: _PAR__2_c4acf52f_0f90_479c_a778_d3010c0c]3.  Vending machines.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, it is presumed that all cigarette vending machines are filled to capacity on September 19, 2005 and that the tax imposed by this section must be reported on that basis.  A credit against this inventory tax must be allowed for cigarettes stamped at the rate of 100 mills per cigarette placed in vending machines before September 19, 2005.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_516fa1af_8757_4017_9ccb_296f2487]4.  Payment.  Payment of the tax imposed by this section must be made to the assessor by December 19, 2005, accompanied by forms prescribed by the assessor.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2fa82601_ee06_4d14_978b_82cf93ab]Sec. IIII-3.  36 MRSA §4365-G, as enacted by PL 2025, c. 388, Pt. E, §3 and affected by §6, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_858cdd6d_0aa5_425a_9905_afc5e143]Sec. IIII-4.  36 MRSA §4403, as amended by PL 2025, c. 388, Pt. E, §5 and affected by §6, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ba9de550_6128_4361_997d_f39f7321]§4403.  Tax on tobacco products
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9591bdb5_63e8_4a8c_b35f_a38a464e]1.  Smokeless tobacco before January 5, 2026.  Before January 5, 2026, a A tax is imposed on smokeless tobacco, including chewing tobacco and snuff, at the rate of:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_926844bf_22a6_4bff_8c38_1988c81d]A.  On amounts of smokeless tobacco packaged for sale to the consumer in a package that contains one ounce or more of smokeless tobacco, $2.02 per ounce and prorated; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_59f11930_1711_4c94_9496_ca515ab0]B.  On smokeless tobacco packaged for sale to the consumer in a package that contains less than one ounce of smokeless tobacco, $2.02 per package.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_82cd4945_8398_4516_83f6_81cc46a]Beginning January 2, 2020, the tax rates in this subsection are subject to adjustment pursuant to subsection 5.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_6615018e_4913_419b_b7da_e009110]1-A.  Smokeless tobacco on or after January 5, 2026.  Beginning January 5, 2026, a tax is imposed on smokeless tobacco, including chewing tobacco and snuff, at the rate of:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_08421d23_9db0_4ca6_ac40_50c293b]A.  On amounts of smokeless tobacco packaged for sale to the consumer in a package that contains one ounce or more of smokeless tobacco, $3.54 per ounce and prorated; and
[bookmark: _PAR__13_7830d5e1_e503_4be2_8840_e1997ac]B.  On smokeless tobacco packaged for sale to the consumer in a package that contains less than one ounce of smokeless tobacco, $3.54 per package.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5d52f20a_1f13_47d2_95dc_d3bfb67]The tax rates in this subsection are subject to adjustment pursuant to subsection 5.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_91c90b20_5e06_49c5_9447_9662bd7]2.  Other tobacco.  Beginning January 2, 2020, and before January 1, 2024, a tax is imposed on all tobacco products, other than those subject to tax under subsection 1, at the rate of 43% of the wholesale sales price.  Beginning January 1, 2024, and before January 5, 2026, a tax is imposed on all tobacco products, other than those subject to tax under subsection 1, at the rate of 43% of the cost price.  Beginning January 5, 2026, a tax is imposed on all tobacco products, other than those subject to tax under subsection 1‑A, at the rate of 75% of the cost price.  Beginning January 2, 2020, the tax rate imposed pursuant to this subsection is subject to adjustment pursuant to subsection 5.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_e9b5dc68_6837_42ff_b8c8_bd0691d]3.  Imposition.  The tax is imposed at the time the distributor or remote retail seller brings or causes to be brought into this State tobacco products that are for sale or for use or at the time tobacco products are manufactured or fabricated in this State for sale in this State.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_9d4ead32_d682_47a5_8f1d_ed4a128][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__c33b4588_fa79_4c48_a469_254][bookmark: _PAGE__3_76347204_487c_4a06_9e5e_13b88b5][bookmark: _PAR__2_990ef5a0_9fdb_48c1_92a8_a62bfa07]5.  Equivalence.  If the tax on cigarettes under chapter 703 is increased after January 5 2,  2026 2020, the assessor shall calculate a rate of tax on other tobacco products under subsections 1, 1‑A and 2 that is equivalent to the same percentage change in the tax rate for one cigarette.  The adjusted rates calculated by the assessor take effect at the same time as the increase in the tax on cigarettes.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a29a51cc_b1d5_4be7_b001_ce4887db]A tobacco product may be taxed only once by the State in accordance with this section.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f4cffa71_2625_4b58_bf1c_3b][bookmark: _PAR__4_e6770bac_8c0a_4b1e_87eb_4e31e623]Amend the amendment by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__26b1fa87_f40a_4bc4_aebb_4157f9][bookmark: _PAR__5_15e155d4_88a1_4025_b034_fdb77be6]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__6_af9d0ac9_e799_4ce7_97fc_82c4f496]This Part repeals the changes made to the cigarette tax and the tobacco products tax by Public Law 2025, chapter 388.
[bookmark: _SPONSOR_BLOCK__9cfb7013_f358_473d_ac4d_][bookmark: _PAR__7_9daef1c6_c4eb_4519_a982_6f02167e]SPONSORED BY: ___________________________________
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c54686a3_c2d6_4c33_b064_824c005e](Representative FAULKINGHAM, B.)
[bookmark: _PAR__9_1decdbb3_f516_4c8d_9853_55717792]TOWN: Winter Harbor
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