130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Create the Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program
L.D. 1785
An Act To Address Staffing Shortages in Critical Public Safety Jobs through Economic Incentives
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__fb53b94c_f34d_4558_92a4_1a][bookmark: _PAGE__1_e5a2bbc9_95ff_48a7_b96b_29c38e3][bookmark: _PAR__2_1e09b6ae_9ba0_4d1e_bc02_ed8de4a5]L.D. 1785
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_e28f25e0_ce14_4b77_b903_9049cb22]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_f7818b60_586c_4fd7_a7ba_e38b355e]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_1b0a2d30_bbc7_4e9a_a3b6_a44ca0a6]SENATE
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_7d2a853f_641e_4008_85ed_9fa833b]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 623, L.D. 1785, “An Act To Address Staffing Shortages in Critical Public Safety Jobs through Economic Incentives”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d4821d89_2562_4ac0_ba59_3b][bookmark: _PAR__11_9bc6cd1a_d9c6_439e_9ec5_54f7bfc]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_6e2839e5_2f0f_4d1a_8c55_7c50636]'An Act To Create the Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3a50b340_10e6_4544_b9b4_ac][bookmark: _PAR__13_d80137aa_39c3_4fa5_bc5e_1b6d323]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_d9c57342_63e6_484e_9286_6b00c7a]'Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA c. 419-E is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_77380a2a_fba2_4608_8798_7388159]CHAPTER 419-E
[bookmark: _PAR__16_526df8f2_0475_4600_bfe7_c2b5018]MAINE PUBLIC SAFETY WORKERS LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM
[bookmark: _PAR__17_15e16dc3_17d8_49a5_a027_e49d9fc]§11681. Definitions
[bookmark: _PAR__18_e030d308_8bce_4213_8910_39b3078]As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_fab42c26_2e8f_400e_b92f_ed261c8]1. Authority. "Authority" means the Finance Authority of Maine.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_c5c6d66d_6511_44c5_a2fa_8256134]2. Corrections officer. "Corrections officer" has the same meaning as in Title 25, section 1611, subsection 1-B.
[bookmark: _PAR__21_8155bd70_3aa8_452b_871a_ea12b8a]3. Emergency medical dispatcher. "Emergency medical dispatcher" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 85-A, subsection 1, paragraph D.
[bookmark: _PAR__22_f55a2bcd_19dd_4e19_a9e8_b5ac342]4. Emergency medical services person.  "Emergency medical services person" means a person who routinely provides emergency medical treatment to the sick or injured and is licensed in accordance with Title 32, section 85, subsections 3 and 4.
[bookmark: _PAR__23_7e34c189_1b2b_4728_b112_4320df3]5. Firefighter. "Firefighter" has the same meaning as in Title 25, section 1611, subsection 4.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_19e3815e_5379_4aff_ae7a_5a7566c][bookmark: _PAR__2_90b4e83f_bc60_4e16_98d5_50854f98]6. Fund. "Fund" means the Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program Fund established under section 11683.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_8b669912_f666_49b5_b339_85005e89]7. Law enforcement officer. "Law enforcement officer" has the same meaning as in Title 25, section 1611, subsection 5.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_33abec1d_9275_4560_8457_991113f1]8. Program. "Program" means the Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program established under section 11682, subsection 1.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b36f2aca_f60f_449f_98b8_5f53505d]9. Public safety worker.  "Public safety worker" means a corrections officer, emergency medical dispatcher, emergency medical services person, firefighter or law enforcement officer.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_aeb33a52_403b_4a2a_bd21_02add549]§11682.  Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program
[bookmark: _PAR__7_cc286c35_34d3_4b69_87fb_1616528b]1. Establishment. The Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program is established within the authority for the purpose of attracting and retaining qualified public safety workers. The authority shall administer the program.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_b484a586_6a3a_49f4_bb37_1698941f]2. Eligibility.  To be considered eligible for loan repayment pursuant to subsection 4, an applicant must, at a minimum:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7971ee9e_7d2b_4dfd_a635_3c08ba3b]A. Be a current resident of the State or become a resident of the State within 6 months of being selected as a recipient under the program;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e13342bb_58e4_4837_b2fd_b687c1f]B. Be currently employed as a public safety worker within the State or become employed as a public safety worker within the State within 6 months of being selected as a recipient under the program; and
[bookmark: _PAR__11_9666cdd4_fad0_435d_8aac_a6bec68]C. Possess an outstanding student loan.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_20524fcd_4dd7_43bf_b616_1d130d5]3. Application. An application to the program must be made directly to the authority at a time and in a format to be determined by the authority.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c5e79791_576e_44ff_bb1c_e154d3b]4. Maximum loan repayment. The maximum loan repayment amount available to a recipient under the program is $3,000 per year for a maximum of 3 years.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_c84a3d84_273a_4f92_8e36_0e0be69]§11683. Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program Fund
[bookmark: _PAR__15_2b765233_cf6b_4194_a6ef_ab878c8]The Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program Fund is established within the authority as a nonlapsing, interest-earning, revolving fund to carry out the purposes of this chapter. The authority may receive, invest and expend on behalf of the fund money from gifts, grants, bequests and donations in addition to money appropriated or allocated by the State. Money in the fund must be used for the designated purposes of the fund and for the payment of administrative costs incurred by the authority for the operation of the program. Any unexpended balance in the fund carries forward for continued use under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_ee8557b0_f342_46cb_bbd1_86e111f]§11684. Rules
[bookmark: _PAR__17_0599e88f_535b_4b5e_a875_580c5cc]The authority shall establish rules necessary to implement this chapter. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_ba2a1459_f038_4f30_a025_0ca3a8e]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_1a10f1de_663e_413b_a1d2_cfbe548]FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_1e29e986_0ae3_4942_853c_5a5dfda][bookmark: _PAR__2_cafb16b2_cb1b_459a_b990_6953423a]Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program Fund N416
[bookmark: _PAR__3_f2403c6a_3886_4095_8a34_2890ea69]Initiative: Provides one-time funds to the Finance Authority of Maine to provide student loan repayment of up to $3,000 per year for a maximum of 3 years per recipient to public safety workers who live and work in the State.
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_af9190a4_81bd_445a_a73e_f449bcb8][bookmark: _LINE__5_6ee2978e_6d93_42bb_9faa_433efa2]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_d069d63c_27e3_4e54_8dca_81c1ae7]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_f13b521f_06aa_4e8c_91f2_b11c96b]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_0bae329e_dad9_4a7c_9b27_a2bf62b]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_5daf8a8d_4940_4422_b7d1_bc0939c]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_2e3cb159_0ad6_4b3c_ab68_ec66497]$2,000,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_d2070f70_60fc_4fb9_a651_34cf177] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_73c31cf6_c2cd_4c09_a877_9056746]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_01241ba8_d2e9_4996_8192_94f68d7]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_83c7bbbd_ab69_4f89_805c_b112a8a]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_327aa54f_446d_4963_8b32_3239b6e]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_ca5871e2_bc85_4416_9c60_285bb82]$2,000,000


[bookmark: _PAR__5_a80a5e37_8bdc_412f_b321_b52a42fb]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__81ee8d14_1407_4d16_af6e_60][bookmark: _PAR__6_e28e0d89_3cef_417e_b1dd_9368c2e6]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__8779eb87_4eb5_465a_b646_69c1cf][bookmark: _PAR__7_283af4b1_41ec_4eba_9e3e_d6120cf9]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_9d37319b_c515_4c1c_8697_d3669f1d]This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment establishes the Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program in the Finance Authority of Maine. The program provides student loan repayment to public safety workers who live and work in the State. Under the program, the authority pays up to $3,000 per year for a maximum of 3 years of a recipient’s outstanding loan balance. The amendment establishes the Maine Public Safety Workers Loan Repayment Program Fund for the program and appropriates a one-time amount of $2,000,000 to the fund.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__003dfdf4_e5fc_483][bookmark: _PAR__9_2a617487_a40b_4ea5_8c0c_95617987]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__10_64bda6f4_920f_48db_ae07_a4199e5](See attached)
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