130th Maine Legislature
Resolve, To Facilitate the Expansion of Broadband Infrastructure and Access in Rural Areas of the State That Are Unserved or Underserved
L.D. 1484
An Act To Enhance the ConnectMaine Authority's Capacity To Provide World-class Internet
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__79eced34_aef8_452d_89ed_05][bookmark: _PAR__11_abd5992f_3773_42d6_aed2_fb82d83]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_510d6858_6e4e_44b4_93be_36538d5]'Resolve, To Facilitate the Expansion of Broadband Infrastructure and Access in Rural Areas of the State That Are Unserved or Underserved'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8d9bc910_6222_47da_a49e_81][bookmark: _PAR__13_99fa8597_5e89_4ae8_997b_1c2898b]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_0ed780ce_83d3_4d69_826b_9a38b52]'Sec. 1.  Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund; stimulus funding.  Resolved:  That the Legislature shall allocate to the Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund, established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 9211-A, a maximum of $150,000,000 in funding derived from funds provided to the State by the Federal Government pursuant to the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2, to the extent those federal funds are eligible to be used for the purposes of that fund.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_97424775_9de2_4b6b_961a_f76a77c]Sec. 2.  ConnectMaine Authority; stimulus funding.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the ConnectMaine Authority, established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 9203, shall expend any federal funds allocated by the Legislature pursuant to section 1 to the Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund, established in Title 35-A, section 9211-A, to provide grants and to engage in other activities, consistent with its authority under Title 35-A, section 9205, designed to expand broadband infrastructure and broadband access in rural areas of the State that are unserved or underserved areas, as identified by the ConnectMaine Authority.  As used in this section, "unserved or underserved area" has the same meaning as in Title 35-A, section 9202, subsection 5.
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[bookmark: _PAGE__2_9bdb74ea_247d_421e_8c2a_93808fe][bookmark: _PAR__2_b471c5d2_20e3_489c_a027_d2607fb7]Initiative: Provides allocation for funding derived from the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2.
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f6e4db9c_7603_4d82_87d0_bd][bookmark: _PAR__5_f5d09d3f_6729_48d1_8e24_2d90239e]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__e21bea99_b977_4f56_9116_9244bc][bookmark: _PAR__6_dc91e1d3_5502_413a_a032_b9c9d4be]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ee344d51_3248_42d1_9c22_3391e4e1]This amendment changes the title of the bill and changes it to a resolve.  It directs the Legislature to allocate to the Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund a maximum of $150,000,000 in federal funding provided to the State pursuant to the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.  It directs the ConnectMaine Authority to expend such allocated federal funds to provide grants and to engage in other activities designed to expand broadband infrastructure and broadband access in rural areas of the State that are unserved or underserved areas.  It adds an appropriations and allocations section.
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