132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish the Government Oversight Committee’s Access to Confidential Materials
L.D. 127
An Act to Strengthen Legislative Oversight of Government Agencies and Programs by Reaffirming the Legislature's Access to Confidential Records
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__3a041357_371b_4c62_8c8f_80][bookmark: _PAGE__1_807a3622_cccf_4491_8bd3_9ae7432][bookmark: _PAR__2_f3dcdd84_33fe_4131_b132_6d819529]L.D. 127
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0dc0bc72_1745_42e8_9131_7748d405]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_89b05831_a746_4fab_9997_02ae46d3]JUDICIARY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_4dba7f3d_9fa8_4481_9dab_17e3644c]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6cbc7e50_6f4c_46ec_9b8e_6ba00550]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_d41d6a2b_7924_469c_bcd7_ef7ae189]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4750b944_3f64_4957_b251_d66963cb]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_d11fcaf0_95c9_45c4_ac86_d3031d27]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_52da9932_c030_486b_973b_ef38be3]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 55, L.D. 127, “An Act to Strengthen Legislative Oversight of Government Agencies and Programs by Reaffirming the Legislature's Access to Confidential Records”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5291034c_fcbe_44ec_8b8e_e6][bookmark: _PAR__11_d1c79a69_3275_43be_baee_79bd069]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_6d2806f3_6ff1_4e6d_a466_3284872]'An Act to Establish the Government Oversight Committee’s Access to Confidential Materials'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b42b9f9f_72eb_4dc0_9fe8_cb][bookmark: _PAR__13_658bcccc_2dd4_4733_9ec1_05a6613]Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency preamble.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__62fcc5a0_3e5c_4697_b63b_36][bookmark: _PAR__14_71696923_af08_44e0_b086_b7a0da9]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_241c2a30_e764_4ccc_809c_0ab2eb4]'Sec. 1.  3 MRSA §995, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 702, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_66d7fbc3_e106_43e9_bbfd_74a0c0d]2.  Duties.  The director shall supervise the staff of the office in accordance with policies adopted by the committee and consistent with the policies of the Legislative Council.  The director shall prepare and present a biennial budget to the committee for its approval.  Money appropriated or allocated to the office must be expended in the discretion of the director and the committee only.  The director shall prepare and present a biennial briefing to the committee on the confidentiality and nondisclosure policies, standards and procedures that the office adheres to when conducting program evaluations under this chapter.  The director also shall prepare and present an annual work plan to the committee for its consideration and approval.  The director also may contract with private individuals or entities for the conduct of program evaluations under this chapter.  The director may request the committee to issue subpoenas.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_421a856f_fe9c_421e_84a1_9ba45b4]Sec. 2.  3 MRSA §997, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 702, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_5477618d_65ad_47ad_9416_e8ae8ee][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__872afe69_22ed_452c_9384_cfd][bookmark: _PAGE__2_85b5b83a_e2cd_4641_ab31_71d7b99][bookmark: _PAR__2_cb9e4a2c_e7e8_4538_98d0_6657d33a]2.  Submission of final report to committee.  The director shall notify the committee when each final program evaluation report under this chapter is completed.  The report must then be placed on the agenda for a future committee meeting.  At the meeting where a report appears on the agenda for the first time, the director will shall release that report to the committee and to the public simultaneously, except that the director may share a confidential copy of the final report with the committee prior to its public release after the review and response period of the evaluated agency or other entity is completed pursuant to subsection 1.  The committee shall treat the copy of the final report as confidential until it is released to the public by the director.  The committee, at its discretion, may vote to endorse, to endorse in part or to decline to endorse the report submitted by the director.  If the committee determines it is necessary, the committee may report out to the Legislature legislation to implement the findings and recommendations of any program evaluation report presented to it by the office.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c97ba3ff_64d8_4044_8288_30][bookmark: _PAR__3_661a9793_4e37_4815_ac29_7d0333ab]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__1933b467_2236_4cb3_925e_8fd285][bookmark: _PAR__4_6432dd26_b4a4_4d31_9581_89bfe45e]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_8d0959df_e330_45f9_95bc_119f17d0]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment requires the Director of the Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability to prepare and present a biennial briefing to the Government Oversight Committee on the confidentiality and nondisclosure policies, standards and procedures that the office adheres to when conducting program evaluations. The amendment also permits the director to share a confidential copy of a program evaluation report with the committee prior to its public release but not before the review and response period of the evaluated agency or other entity is completed.  The amendment also removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__74358202_50ad_4c5][bookmark: _PAR__6_2c0d9f89_59c6_4190_9e27_1fd6a31f]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_8c319590_8da0_4798_b4a3_f8eb8d94](See attached)
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