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An Act Regarding Telehealth Regulations
L.D. 791
An Act Regarding Telehealth Regulations
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__cbdfed57_e485_42aa_afab_9f][bookmark: _PAGE__1_a650f0dc_53c3_40d9_8f74_509dceb][bookmark: _PAR__2_436171d1_bf4c_43b5_b5f6_8d00184c]L.D. 791
[bookmark: _PAR__3_21c9b3c4_05e3_46d8_88f0_c0ffa9a3]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ed9b5e9a_d592_4d85_92e1_890f1786]HEALTH COVERAGE, INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_95818044_62a5_4531_9bfb_44914ae6]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2b290626_6fdf_497e_876d_39bd7105]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_46d109bd_4883_47e2_b1e9_588d7d0e]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_aa4148a4_2ba5_49a3_be2e_ce453ce7]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b3c28531_e34c_4c52_ab11_4cfe7fdf]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_56fbe113_c68f_4ddb_b619_78e1a51]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 50, L.D. 791, “An Act Regarding Telehealth Regulations”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8a0acab7_ffab_46ff_a3db_20][bookmark: _PAR__11_66cf16b8_6c64_4b5b_9b00_3bfbd0e]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d7bc90f2_1d5b_4b0b_a6ab_330638b]'PART A
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b48e805a_78ef_48a4_bcbe_9ecb94d]Sec. A-1.  22 MRSA §3173-H, sub-§1, ¶D, as amended by PL 2019, c. 649, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_f4b90c33_cc8f_44e9_9583_13b8725]D.  "Telehealth," as it pertains to the delivery of MaineCare services, means the use of interactive visual and audio or other electronic media for the purpose of consultation and education concerning and diagnosis, treatment, care management and self-management of a patient's physical and mental health information technology and includes real-time interaction between the patient and the patient's provider, electronic consultation between health professionals regarding the patient, synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and remote patient monitoring telemonitoring.  "Telehealth" includes telephonic services when interactive telehealth services are unavailable or when a telephonic service is medically appropriate for the underlying covered service the patient has an established relationship with a provider, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the provider has notified the patient in advance that the telephonic service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_0d2d0500_2e41_4def_b063_7c4eef3]Sec. A-2.  22 MRSA §3173-H, sub-§1, ¶E, as amended by PL 2019, c. 649, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_0633dba3_167d_47fd_8a2c_d6b29b6]E.  "Telemonitoring," as it pertains to the delivery of MaineCare services, means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means through the use of clinical data while the patient remains in a residential setting, allowing the provider to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may or may not take place in real time be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_796b6e65_b042_4723_a982_b6015be][bookmark: _PAR__2_b2781d79_b3ba_47fd_95d1_42ee2f09]Sec. A-3.  22 MRSA §3173-H, sub-§6 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ddbb6f8c_ee44_4a74_a183_53368d42]6.  Consent for telehealth and telemonitoring services.  A patient may provide verbal, electronic or written consent for telehealth and telemonitoring services under this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_95fa1da3_bf6a_4cc3_b422_0d02846f]Sec. A-4.  24-A MRSA §4316, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2019, c. 649, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d333d146_7628_4f8a_86e7_a7951c74]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b79bfecc_eb5f_4115_a8b8_eecf1116]A.  "Mobile health device" means a wearable device used to track health and wellness, including, but not limited to, a heart rate and respiratory monitor, an electrocardiogram monitor and a glucose monitor.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_a657b972_582d_4d59_aec1_186ad0b5]A-1.  "Medicare" means the "Health Insurance for the Aged Act," Title XVIII of the Social Security Amendments of 1965, as amended.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_1bb380a1_5948_4cae_8522_74d4c51e]B.  "Store and forward transfers" means transmission of an enrollee's recorded health history through a secure electronic system to a provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b66680a1_9af6_411a_8408_d881e81d]B-1.  "Asynchronous encounters" means the interaction or consultation between an enrollee and the enrollee’s provider or between providers regarding the enrollee through a system with the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video, audio and text files, and other relevant data in one location and subsequently transmit such information for interpretation at a remote site by health professionals without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient or the health professionals.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_c8e3e055_f555_4457_a406_b884d28]B-2.  "Synchronous encounters" means a real-time interaction conducted with interactive audio or video connection between an enrollee and the enrollee’s provider or between providers regarding the enrollee.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_9b057f9c_cc72_4470_b44b_e69023e]C.  "Telehealth," as it pertains to the delivery of health care services, means the use of interactive real-time visual and audio or other electronic media for the purpose of consultation and education concerning and diagnosis, treatment, care management and self-management of an enrollee's physical and mental health information technology and includes real-time interaction between the enrollee and the telehealth provider, synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring. "Telehealth" does not include the use of audio-only telephone, facsimile machine, e-mail or texting.  As authorized in this section, "telehealth" includes the use of audio-only telephone.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_0f7133e2_70cb_49ed_985c_411c05e]D.  "Telemonitoring," as it pertains to the delivery of health care services, means the use of information technology to remotely monitor an enrollee's health status via electronic means through the use of clinical data while the enrollee remains in a residential setting, allowing the provider to track the enrollee's health data over time. Telemonitoring may or may not take place in real time be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_2d50b37f_c232_45b1_9230_769960e]E.  "Telephonic services," as it pertains to the delivery of health care services, means the use of telephone communication by a provider at a distance for the purpose of diagnosis, disease monitoring or treatment.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_72f6a18c_92ea_4a5b_97f7_a260571][bookmark: _PAR__2_addf2d61_51a2_4e03_98e4_e0ff9d8f]Sec. A-5.  24-A MRSA §4316, sub-§2, as corrected by RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. A, §28, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c7f1d919_5bcd_4613_8bab_fadca7d7]2.  Parity for telehealth services.  A carrier offering a health plan in this State may not deny coverage on the basis that the health care service is provided through telehealth if the health care service would be covered if it were provided through in-person consultation between an enrollee and a provider and as long as the provider is acting within the scope of practice of the provider’s license and in accordance with rules adopted by the board, if any, that issued the provider’s license related to standards of practice for the delivery of a health care service through telehealth.  Coverage for health care services provided through telehealth must be determined in a manner consistent with coverage for health care services provided through in-person consultation.  If an enrollee is eligible for coverage and the delivery of the health care service through telehealth is medically appropriate, a carrier may not deny coverage for telehealth services. A carrier may offer a health plan containing a provision for a deductible, copayment or coinsurance requirement for a health care service provided through telehealth as long as the deductible, copayment or coinsurance does not exceed the deductible, copayment or coinsurance applicable to a comparable service provided through in-person consultation.  A carrier may not exclude a health care service from coverage solely because such health care service is provided only through a telehealth encounter, as long as telehealth is appropriate for the provision of such health care service.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ee8ea6bf_592d_4969_a2f6_48a076af]Sec. A-6.  24-A MRSA §4316, sub-§3, ¶G is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_000176d2_d4c8_4c4d_8876_7dbbb60c]G.  The carrier may not place any restriction on the prescribing of medication through telehealth by a provider whose scope of practice includes prescribing medication that is more restrictive than any requirement in state and federal law for prescribing medication through in-person consultation.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_e329ac67_2ab3_4592_9ff0_9bda8dbc]Sec. A-7.  24-A MRSA §4316, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 289, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_f839f8b1_fa71_48a1_9eef_228e3b18]5.  Coverage for telephonic services.  A carrier shall provide coverage for telephonic services when scheduled telehealth services are technologically unavailable at the time of the scheduled telehealth service for an existing enrollee and the telephonic services are medically appropriate for the corresponding covered health care services only if the provider and enrollee have an established relationship, including at least one in-person consultation within the previous 18 months, and the provider has notified the enrollee in advance that the telephonic services are billable services.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_54c5ac0a_7022_4977_a9f4_7c33a6e4]Sec. A-8.  24-A MRSA §4316, sub-§10 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a5eec712_51a5_4d01_a2f8_4dba1ad2]10.  Network adequacy.  The availability of health care services through telehealth may not be considered for the purposes of demonstrating the adequacy of a carrier’s network pursuant to section 4303, subsection 1 and Bureau of Insurance Rule Chapter 850: Health Plan Accountability.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_ba2dedf3_8052_42c5_aefe_8951969]PART B
[bookmark: _PAR__11_e4062ec3_346b_4cce_ba51_f097851]Sec. B-1.  32 MRSA §69 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_26cf8d03_74e7_490e_b55b_4fe5b65]§69.  Telehealth services
[bookmark: _PAR__13_8b232747_46a4_4cab_8a84_4054a41]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_76ae7d38_ea14_4210_9007_0c27a58][bookmark: _PAR__2_24175d84_29d6_4f00_8d46_926732ac]A.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between an individual and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the individual and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e7d16a9a_464c_4aae_85de_42228ea2]B.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of an individual's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_424e3027_2961_4df2_ba05_d44b4be3]C.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between an individual and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d0852f09_63d6_4755_981c_fc5af658]D.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__6_35cbfd9a_edf6_463a_845e_067e3eb4]E.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor an individual's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the individual's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_a16189b9_0e7f_45e0_93f6_f25db0d9]2.  Telehealth services permitted.  A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this section and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_229ae1de_dd8b_4675_846c_b464a990]3.  Confidentiality.  When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7264479d_eaaa_4c53_bb1a_3869edf9]4.  Professional responsibility.  All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5563e3f4_e3a5_4b86_b0b1_cf704d0]5.  Rulemaking.  The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.  
[bookmark: _PAR__11_14cef6d2_fc8d_4aa8_8311_49e69b5]Sec. B-2.  32 MRSA c. 9, sub-c. 6 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_5b9081a1_374a_46a7_a82b_ac9ab86]SUBCHAPTER 6
[bookmark: _PAR__13_208b90bb_8d45_451e_be14_5378da2]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e7f82f52_ced9_43ee_9ae9_3f58375]§566.  Definitions 
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_4acdc3c8_96dc_45e4_9748_4fe7ced][bookmark: _PAR__2_1e104b2c_67d7_41e0_a32d_31e77d77]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_3b3b6ee9_22ac_4af7_ba89_91c95cc2]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2139318d_3d3f_4231_9803_6d1ba567]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_079cdf34_aea1_4afd_97dc_d86ce92b]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_7564dd47_90fb_46df_91be_7ef158cf]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__7_42ef6662_0db3_46c4_823a_7414be28]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_3b00f7b1_7ec0_40dd_a0cd_f60e8505]§567.  Telehealth services permitted 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_dec91cfa_f37b_478f_a9f5_f63a0f91]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_9f2d1959_a0b4_4001_a42f_1a055c2]§568.  Confidentiality 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b59ac7a4_be85_41c7_93e8_4ff31dc]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a75a74dc_ed11_40c5_8426_ccb75da]§569.  Professional responsibility  
[bookmark: _PAR__13_95143069_7d81_493c_8e87_e8478f7]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_3881117c_5e24_4cae_b7ce_148cd5f]§570.  Rulemaking 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7740b207_18a3_40eb_a2e6_c8c5a7b]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAGE__6_d00b28ff_ba71_4d7f_8c28_fd4e19b][bookmark: _PAR__2_6fa01b6d_c153_49e9_9b1e_efd91604]Sec. B-3.  32 MRSA §1533 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_12dcaa3d_f657_4273_b404_7c30b719]§1533.  Telehealth services
[bookmark: _PAR__4_16096abc_b5df_4f83_9922_026e4dc4]1.   Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c057d730_e12d_4fdb_b350_5a080580]A.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between an individual and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the individual and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_82859b1f_987d_4c87_8db7_4b104dcb]B.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of an individual's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3177de62_ff42_4a7b_bbc8_3113374b]C.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between an individual and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a8fe469a_85bd_491d_ac7c_ec793a36]D.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2d338a38_c39e_4eea_baeb_2fe58aa0]E. "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor an individual's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the individual's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_958ec718_c8b6_4565_84ec_3b520b3]2.  Telehealth services permitted.  A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this section and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_447b1332_df57_4773_8693_3feab9e]3.  Confidentiality.  When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_b78f8d3f_6622_40d4_9bf3_97f1e9f]4.  Professional responsibility.  All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_8245554c_97c2_4fa5_be3b_9482204]5.  Rulemaking.  The director shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5bc94535_0778_4ef7_89b2_c79e1f0]Sec. B-4.  32 MRSA c. 31, sub-c. 7 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__7_94a5727e_0e17_46bd_9347_8a193ce][bookmark: _PAR__2_61c78dea_72de_4767_8667_59b79628]SUBCHAPTER 7
[bookmark: _PAR__3_fb0412d7_11a3_425e_b198_e028ffd0]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8ba650dc_6488_4dce_b578_df801985]§2266.  Definitions
[bookmark: _PAR__5_da5a74dd_626a_45c8_ba04_011ac5f9]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ffaf6652_62d9_4a29_ba12_f1df96db]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_71c25657_bc86_44b6_9cda_3d7d137e]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_db43cd2d_a2d9_4ffe_a5f0_ed649542]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_68119e3a_1fec_4589_a6bf_a2264a02]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__10_1badd284_2ddf_44fb_b5cc_89f1f82]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_bc1b36db_d9d7_4b51_a251_69ada62]§2267.  Telehealth services permitted
[bookmark: _PAR__12_0f4ae858_05ff_4771_bdcd_e9eba91]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_4397ccc8_533e_467a_a304_a49cd65]§2268.  Confidentiality
[bookmark: _PAR__14_2c5da3e4_accd_4b70_944b_ace168f]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_96bc496b_0ea9_4915_a87e_3d34395]§2269.  Professional responsibility
[bookmark: _PAR__16_75806b41_97f8_4802_8eb6_b5037e3]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAGE__8_d4900f1e_42ca_49c5_9ce6_9ff8ac4][bookmark: _PAR__2_19c502df_e163_4b35_8ffa_758f2d20]§2270.  Rulemaking
[bookmark: _PAR__3_8626f812_57a5_45aa_aa7c_d2b6a94b]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.  
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9a014921_0efa_4e38_aa8c_100a32c2]Sec. B-5.  32 MRSA §2287 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_928df519_2f8a_49fc_a1bb_c5612a15]§2287.  Telehealth services
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cbe55721_f0ef_4b8d_9a3b_690e9859]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_be2ebb84_9543_44d8_a454_b7c904c8]A.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0f502996_49ca_4f2d_8fbe_208e352b]B.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c1b44e1d_172a_4ad3_ae7f_42dcb313]C.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_4b09d7c1_7c1d_43bb_bea4_80f7396]D.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__11_a26184c2_5bed_483a_a60d_ec71570]E.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a6b832a6_6869_463a_8aa9_37318c9]2.  Telehealth services permitted.  A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this section and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_f0b19d7b_1d04_49fb_bab3_57826b2]3.  Confidentiality.  When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_705cb9bb_957c_494e_a148_8d8026d]4.  Professional responsibility.  All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7ecab089_abc3_4e2d_8b6e_48ecdb8][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__21c348cc_df77_4952_b776_4d3][bookmark: _PAGE__9_3a978f64_9677_4903_9561_06b8eaf][bookmark: _PAR__2_a2547c47_b2f2_4982_b4ad_cdea1788]5.  Rulemaking.  The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_78170ddd_57d4_4b95_ba47_10c9a67e]Sec. B-6.  32 MRSA c. 34-A, sub-c. 6 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_18050d39_084d_42a5_a883_30ab2cda]SUBCHAPTER 6
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5a0b01db_c89d_4a98_8858_f85cb9b5]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9e43b989_6712_4d69_9f92_a05d1294]§2447.  Definitions
[bookmark: _PAR__7_fbefdbae_ffed_4c96_aa29_1b3f4c17]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5596ff29_011a_4e64_9db1_72c08244]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_364239e2_6624_406c_8fdc_98402969]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_15b9fdeb_97ca_4dae_b910_766949e]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_2c3bf4e0_96df_470b_9568_603cf2c]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__12_aa05074b_6e06_4253_acd2_db1816e]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b7f95856_c796_4314_a4a7_a4b67e4]§2448.  Telehealth services permitted
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8396da07_622e_406a_8d25_fe07dd5]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c5e76e9c_42b6_48e2_8c04_77b5840]§2449.  Confidentiality
[bookmark: _PAR__16_18f39f84_ba1f_4e0e_a721_19f1504]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAGE__10_c8ab55d5_4319_4b56_8cbc_def1e8][bookmark: _PAR__2_39869670_5505_4e13_aaf8_47d154d6]§2450.  Professional responsibility
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6d4ecafe_6379_4481_b54f_c8070a45]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f6fc49db_e383_4a2b_93a4_73a70cef]§2450-A.  Rulemaking
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c31c2cf1_d6cd_4733_b1af_41baefa2]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.  
[bookmark: _PAR__6_646ddf85_f9bd_4e19_a8a3_f6f34dce]Sec. B-7.  32 MRSA c. 36, sub-c. 8 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e4cdb63d_7a8f_4d82_af38_a99ad3d1]SUBCHAPTER 8
[bookmark: _PAR__8_40406a3a_0cf2_4e09_a3fb_fc28c9a8]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__9_3878c1bf_0fe8_4e76_b5d1_8bf1e7f1]§2600-AA.  Definitions
[bookmark: _PAR__10_2c997b03_59b4_41fa_ac04_73f6d87]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_422e0bb3_1e87_4ed8_9add_425e45c]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e5466e3f_05e5_4bc0_a81f_e5d6bd7]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_d9f100f8_4f4e_4ba4_8365_97cb7a6]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8266efe1_5d8f_42ee_b92a_4698fb7]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__15_0c1568d2_8d5c_430e_bfc5_9adb423]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_53b0f414_d3fa_4cbf_99ad_a5a9976]§2600-BB.  Telehealth services permitted
[bookmark: _PAR__17_761cf0ef_b3ef_4fd4_a306_68f5da4][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__56a1ddd3_db40_41ad_89df_88e][bookmark: _PAGE__11_2ba0874f_e8a0_431b_b380_44c220][bookmark: _PAR__2_fa048293_3baa_42d2_b501_294e268e]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ff8a22d7_e243_47ab_b486_21326c31]§2600-CC.  Confidentiality
[bookmark: _PAR__4_bb755862_6062_4730_8a33_81603bc2]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5768fc43_80c9_4c7a_a534_10c27592]§2600-DD.  Professional responsibility
[bookmark: _PAR__6_e7d88117_f0e2_4e02_9d8e_8b8d12c7]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_2ea79892_c42a_4f77_be69_67db9fb6]§2600-EE.  Rulemaking
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d829a3be_409a_415f_b3de_34a60e7d]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.  
[bookmark: _PAR__9_708e91d9_3a5a_40e4_9cf3_573aa8b3]Sec. B-8.  32 MRSA §3120 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_d530f0cc_dd4b_4631_8d16_3f88f1c]§3120.  Telehealth services
[bookmark: _PAR__11_33bd54c5_e246_434f_8d24_bc34e51]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_f6f51979_c2a4_4f77_a57b_76bce9b]A.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_2463b7ab_50f1_4a82_bf69_8a8c004]B.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_869b60e7_57fe_4179_b879_87eeee0]C.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_19c15117_b386_4b88_90f2_84c1d6b]D.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__16_49e71914_b671_4813_90e0_373d834]E.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_b42a3d2b_bbd0_4e19_b29f_a39dd66][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__f33700ce_96fb_45a6_a642_a25][bookmark: _PAGE__12_5f130910_7f60_41a4_8422_3c9e08][bookmark: _PAR__2_dd968bd9_3de3_475d_b58a_8ad702f1]2.  Telehealth services permitted.  A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this section and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_01934bc8_fcd5_49f0_9d1c_29440405]3.  Confidentiality.  When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_11c9e4ac_048e_40ca_b3ab_a8500c4b]4.  Professional responsibility.  All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b2e007dc_32fc_4841_86af_b983fc46]5.  Rulemaking.  The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b59d4837_78e7_4dfb_bb9e_c948c4df]Sec. B-9.  32 MRSA c. 48, sub-c. 4 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_cdac1719_048e_450a_8533_36013b25]SUBCHAPTER 4
[bookmark: _PAR__8_1685d0cb_e783_4605_9f80_008061b8]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__9_625847f0_6dd1_4440_bc1b_5eb0880b]§3300-AA.  Definitions
[bookmark: _PAR__10_eaf94c6d_a346_4f1c_87de_a80a5b0]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_21094c06_9a30_42ee_a64a_0d3da7a]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_659d1e16_5d9b_4d2a_af90_b8a662c]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_6a0b1ab2_eefe_4873_8663_f41a614]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e565a586_fbe7_4a2b_8c56_454b51a]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__15_cbca46f2_0459_4111_8a73_b9a9fd6]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAGE__13_4973e2c5_8fd3_4e0c_882a_378861][bookmark: _PAR__2_fe109460_f715_46c2_ab56_feac3ebb]§3300-BB.  Telehealth services permitted
[bookmark: _PAR__3_73795ef9_ad9a_4457_bb7d_3e696e0d]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9051d17c_6086_4401_91a9_db5495e1]§3300-CC.  Confidentiality
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e99c4793_8f60_485c_b47b_c70177fe]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cc06c2ce_85fc_482e_b442_1f8b613d]§3300-DD.  Professional responsibility
[bookmark: _PAR__7_75632f2e_f6ef_4914_98dd_c6f2d727]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_8ab94544_b0e3_4724_b178_541cf454]§3300-EE.  Rulemaking
[bookmark: _PAR__9_29f15ee7_ec61_40a9_a7d8_ca7b9823]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.  
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e6aea7ac_1941_4a65_8b89_f63bb51]Sec. B-10.  32 MRSA c. 51, sub-c. 4 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ccc4ae10_3960_4c78_92e6_4e45acb]SUBCHAPTER 4
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4a140ed5_ee30_473a_945b_aa82e86]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__13_10d587c5_a905_4a4c_a5a9_d5ad251]§3661.  Definitions 
[bookmark: _PAR__14_03719d3a_6449_457c_ba79_1b74a24]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_59f70f1f_5e9a_4143_8998_b5b38d2]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_94c010ce_11bd_4c5b_a9aa_ed335cc]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_4b5c8d15_5a36_446c_a181_bcc43e9]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAGE__14_1ee7ecf1_f394_4798_a169_afd634][bookmark: _PAR__2_a0e6206c_0533_40a4_a422_01c2514f]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0d85c807_36bf_490d_878c_778bfe94]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_03c48548_1868_4629_bfb6_cd943d4f]§3662.  Telehealth services permitted  
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1197bdd9_d8fb_48b0_8829_232f41f5]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_bb3612d4_9790_4d91_bc3d_3288d060]§3663.  Confidentiality 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_6d58120f_8e96_4eb9_8737_e3815e9a]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_756243fd_d8c8_4084_ac99_4732b9d0]§3664.  Professional responsibility  
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b21d8f77_2a20_4ce1_a2eb_323e8cd4]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_a902c97d_846f_4566_aa3b_b7705ef]§3665.  Rulemaking
[bookmark: _PAR__11_c61a9099_10fe_4306_950a_7c8ad75]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_8e6188a8_5f24_4a13_9e13_5521eb2]Sec. B-11.  32 MRSA c. 56, sub-c. 4 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_93983847_a64b_4a81_9f58_abe5070]SUBCHAPTER 4
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b8891c57_e230_49f9_aaa9_ab5bf45]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__15_2d540efa_0a9f_42fd_9ed1_9db993d]§3841.  Definitions 
[bookmark: _PAR__16_c6e9ebcc_3073_46c6_9c9c_95503fa]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_5785f971_d1f8_425a_840c_e697793]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAGE__15_12b488ea_ea34_4d87_b680_34b680][bookmark: _PAR__2_120bc542_5b64_4f61_bbfd_8d615ae4]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_4f004cd8_66d7_428d_bf8d_61ea0b71]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_1e0cfe44_09c5_49f0_bf7d_11245c01]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b063c80f_cc6f_481f_bbb7_5ebe3d07]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b64e8047_be8e_4897_bde4_91d53f2a]§3842.  Telehealth services permitted  
[bookmark: _PAR__7_a6d4c9c4_1c71_4fef_a443_568ea291]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_24442866_c215_49d2_8e63_420a4549]§3843.  Confidentiality 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a035d51b_15ac_4072_abbb_cf4ee7fa]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_ee6a2736_77b0_44c3_bafa_509bb47]§3844.  Professional responsibility  
[bookmark: _PAR__11_be8eeda4_0772_43c1_8352_4e965f8]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_f2a6d1ac_1e0d_40cf_bc80_5e04a1f]§3845.  Rulemaking  
[bookmark: _PAR__13_8fc3df48_62fa_4baa_9934_41d0e99]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_31687f98_c3ba_4563_bf65_a1f498e]Sec. B-12.  32 MRSA §4879 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_88ad6723_f298_4d7f_87a4_e889f48]§4879.  Telehealth services
[bookmark: _PAR__16_4cbaa19c_4acd_4273_8faa_18a14c9]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_321ee948_411a_4793_b198_a9c04a8][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__04710213_efcc_4251_9485_217][bookmark: _PAGE__16_d2025f22_c7b4_41f5_9f97_aaeb71][bookmark: _PAR__2_ff3f8dbb_985f_4a19_a04a_26d53b46]A.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_18685d96_ac55_4fee_9c92_5b3d8dfe]B.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2511afe4_7615_47cd_9d3c_64684aab]C.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d6336d7f_6e15_4309_b600_a9e8d197]D.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__6_625f7c70_8d9a_478f_9c31_79ba55b8]E.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_f6b4b361_0282_4f4b_a366_cb21e903]2.  Telehealth services permitted.  A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this section and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e7204d01_6802_433c_9031_e6bc0f60]3.  Confidentiality.  When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_aa74a637_f974_4183_8950_c519cd9e]4.  Professional responsibility.  All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_3be1232e_de57_481d_8402_c27c5e3]5.  Rulemaking.  The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.  
[bookmark: _PAR__11_1105fba2_70c5_4145_92ac_08c4124]Sec. B-13.  32 MRSA c. 81, sub-c. 5 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_bbdcc627_8130_4626_9759_af5cac4]SUBCHAPTER 5
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c43481ee_c7d9_4286_9fd3_18c0267]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__14_ba0a5d10_bf4e_4601_9007_7ece1f9]§6231.  Definitions 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_17fddbcc_f84f_4ba7_90a4_7e6dea7]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAGE__17_209ae159_8df0_4f95_869a_1fcb19][bookmark: _PAR__2_3c93c996_c380_4c01_a6d1_12ec6c92]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a client and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the client and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_98527f6f_9371_4840_8726_5a735c4b]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a client's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ffac8c28_8262_4633_b06b_21c4bbad]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a client and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0a65e67b_a473_4c74_8a20_2857eb27]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b4c81a14_29f3_4a1c_842a_b21d4220]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a client's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the client's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_d4ed97af_2cd8_4479_86ea_4012359c]§6232.  Telehealth services permitted 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_053faaf8_9fd5_4cc3_be10_334188c9]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_83bd29f1_5cfe_4567_bfb3_7f1b0f30]§6233.  Confidentiality 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_d4361068_54df_49ad_be15_2aa8ed3]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_8af6e6df_6f8c_4359_a09f_b21fcd7]§6234.  Professional responsibility 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_61a6aad5_6167_474a_873f_f3413ae]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_3ab26000_47f9_4a0d_9f51_fc434b4]§6235. Rulemaking
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a7093587_ce62_42da_9f30_e094a9f]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_44fe7312_9933_4fb4_a5e5_f59c73e]Sec. B-14.  32 MRSA c. 83, sub-c. 4 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_517a079e_3f3d_4e78_ae27_faa650a]SUBCHAPTER 4
[bookmark: _PAGE__18_05380629_d55e_4ee5_9336_08a878][bookmark: _PAR__2_f0b62495_3523_415d_89f7_35e1f434]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__3_263aac9d_997c_407e_8029_1bf31db1]§7071.  Definitions 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_66a57dc1_9411_4f40_910e_be236735]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b5e29c08_67ae_486b_8848_9004a5be]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a client and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the client and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_54c5fc2e_88b3_4103_a5eb_5f789c29]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a client's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_d93c445e_4be8_4d2c_af36_906ef6d1]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a client and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_7ef05906_cf00_40d7_b6fe_0c0294a8]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c4c09542_256b_4bfe_8ea1_f8738e24]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a client's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the client's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_68955358_d12b_4352_809f_c2bbde9]§7072.  Telehealth services permitted  
[bookmark: _PAR__11_50f648d4_3165_48ce_86c3_aa3ebc2]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_20d3af7f_65d1_4d4c_936f_24cec6e]§7073.  Confidentiality 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_1b0d0eac_19ba_4729_ac73_eb3d4e3]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_2e26f513_70a0_4d83_b8f9_1a7e837]§7074.  Professional responsibility  
[bookmark: _PAR__15_cf701ae4_f2fe_4b4e_b9cf_dabd242]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_46260f72_e477_4884_9efe_012c121]§7075.  Rulemaking
[bookmark: _PAR__17_e8699041_8916_4660_977c_07a134b][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__49895591_990d_4c0f_a65b_8ae][bookmark: _PAGE__19_ca0b6214_f339_424c_9e3c_3ade42][bookmark: _PAR__2_da7b164a_a910_44a4_bcaa_6c78f14f]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_81b7914b_987f_4d4a_9e70_6b2d6039]Sec. B-15.  32 MRSA §9714 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_dff46742_3b02_48bb_b4d7_b52204ea]§9714.  Telehealth services
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ed8d7ba4_5fd5_4e20_a65b_2f1d61c4]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_887bd43f_fc67_4590_bae6_86a7a907]A.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_26dba717_9591_48f4_b66a_fcd2c4c3]B.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a0e602d9_5917_4780_bd46_dc3da22c]C.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_576e2f57_4edc_49c0_95ec_eb62bcc5]D.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__10_27432908_a266_435f_b1d7_0fe7f13]E.   "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_6e99f881_76ec_4084_ab69_7af0c50]2.  Telehealth services permitted.  A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this section and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d315004f_1d8a_477a_a1f7_44244e2]3.  Confidentiality.  When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_0c630709_c638_4fea_97a2_f6f6026]4.  Professional responsibility.  All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5c7ff192_5b1a_4d87_8e34_4ac6ff6]5.  Rulemaking.  The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAGE__20_749d1dd7_1393_495d_a6d9_8d664a][bookmark: _PAR__2_2ed0f9a9_5bf9_4b8a_9b27_a38f1f01]Sec. B-16.  32 MRSA §9863 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_fa793875_a0aa_465a_8475_193b501a]§9863.  Telehealth services
[bookmark: _PAR__4_94cb3ca7_4209_4d01_b72c_5784eca8]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_21c3f5a9_7787_459a_939d_f66092e2]A.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ae2b4dca_9899_4569_90b7_d6168cfb]B.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_710e330e_541c_49eb_9b1b_00b1d774]C.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_943662f1_df03_4beb_b5e5_e5d4b088]D.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__9_dab05cb4_995f_4aa3_82b9_d58d43ec]E.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_737aa4fa_74b2_4003_848d_9a9778e]2.  Telehealth services permitted.  A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this section and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_8fb73bd1_9b9b_4baa_ba01_040d2d0]3.  Confidentiality.  When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_aed59d2c_5ff0_41ea_bd1f_c5760bd]4.  Professional responsibility.  All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_a251e7e8_7cb3_4152_9440_213f280]5.  Rulemaking.  The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_49e7dbf3_4c3a_4898_94b6_21cf518]Sec. B-17.  32 MRSA §9916 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7a2fc34a_427c_478f_93a3_9350cf2]§9916.  Telehealth services
[bookmark: _PAGE__21_ea14760c_dad0_4d2b_8235_c4efc4][bookmark: _PAR__2_556b6d2b_e515_4e3d_90d5_9e203750]1.   Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_b7ee746f_c872_4082_ac37_096aa49f]A.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between an individual and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the individual and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_e29ee3c2_ee3f_4f60_9746_465de646]B.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of an individual's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a0fa91c8_a4d7_415c_a997_21655901]C.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between an individual and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_69b63482_24e4_46f8_aa88_2ddf6158]D.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__7_534979e1_7812_4d42_9a46_0a224a09]E.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor an individual's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the individual's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_22c18712_f80a_4dda_9639_4ad80055]2.  Telehealth services permitted.  A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this section and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_5f40bab1_ee5a_4482_9830_43a5ff49]3.  Confidentiality.  When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_6050f10c_0198_4d0a_96b6_7290b83]4.  Professional responsibility.  All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_d5375fdf_64c5_4f52_ac0b_b75dda8]5.  Rulemaking.  The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_704e7613_700d_42e5_bdda_a9fc8f1]Sec. B-18.  32 MRSA c. 113-B, sub-c. 7 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_2aff30c9_ff18_49b4_889a_a3292c9]SUBCHAPTER 7
[bookmark: _PAR__14_159d82d8_fe57_4ef4_9ebe_c2110cd]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAGE__22_36e05d2d_6f92_4ab6_b892_186fec][bookmark: _PAR__2_e2afe3b6_fd9e_4d86_b5b5_c8c34ff5]§12611.  Definitions 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c022127a_5c44_4465_b276_4259dd6c]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_76d50e3e_311d_4ca3_b90a_132e709b]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_96a3a3ea_8de8_425a_b628_0a65de26]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_96576e6c_9db1_4fae_be50_cbdc1916]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_05cc9b63_b57d_4bbd_895d_3060ac8b]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__8_756bfed9_a366_4697_817d_6b5c2a59]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7f508e85_4f40_4343_b86e_e4aa2054]§12612.  Telehealth services permitted  
[bookmark: _PAR__10_611c8cee_fd91_4755_b9b7_af579a3]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_70f4ac78_13e0_4af4_90c1_da1fa27]§12613.  Confidentiality 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_b099503e_2bfa_4f46_a2a7_6a18e69]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_f724678b_39d9_442e_8ff3_744bbd1]§12614.  Professional responsibility  
[bookmark: _PAR__14_ac1506a0_7da6_49b2_b35c_9e0cea9]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8a8081eb_d6a8_409f_87c0_45cbbaa]§12615.  Rulemaking  
[bookmark: _PAR__16_edf4fcd4_779d_47cc_8158_38d54c3][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__d3b576b9_efd9_4831_862d_560][bookmark: _PAGE__23_90fd8b00_052f_49ae_89bf_f9120d][bookmark: _PAR__2_e1b760c3_07ea_4cb8_947b_0abb52bc]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter. These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_bae1bc7a_d6c7_41c3_a82d_eb862b1e]Sec. B-19.  32 MRSA c. 117, sub-c. 15 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_1571d7d6_c4bd_4997_b539_388d9093]SUBCHAPTER 15
[bookmark: _PAR__5_6e8d416e_b8f9_4f6a_b827_4124a97b]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__6_5712bc72_9357_4937_8943_34f4f7f3]§13848.  Definitions 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e50b2301_9f2e_43b6_ac60_915ffa12]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_65975933_9931_4dda_929d_0dd671ba]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_6973d83e_167e_4185_b002_159c5e89]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_315529f9_7105_4b18_aa49_89b89a9]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_e8c21c99_89b0_44d5_a5f0_2b1682d]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__12_fe5254f2_f461_4486_859c_f65d547]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b4ee7ef6_ca55_463b_b4d3_eac3c19]§13849. Telehealth services permitted  
[bookmark: _PAR__14_1c738d7d_971b_4a8f_9c50_050dc10]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_b60f1060_0732_47c5_ae5c_c1860a2]§13849-A.  Confidentiality 
[bookmark: _PAR__16_5cac9989_6e51_43e3_bdbb_a09ef2c]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAGE__24_f0f7929a_384e_4ba3_b437_22d3f4][bookmark: _PAR__2_122c4694_e01f_4e08_bd25_d6687313]§13849-B.  Professional responsibility  
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d46127e6_c2b2_4b21_a138_a53168ca]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ca70ec36_288a_42ef_a83f_6ac96a5a]§13849-C.  Rulemaking  
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d40b69a8_8ba8_40d8_a7ef_487b02a8]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.  
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d9de51ef_3c37_4f63_9d23_48a0400c]Sec. B-20.  32 MRSA §13868 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_82cabe25_f2e2_44a3_992c_58cde590]§13868.  Telehealth services
[bookmark: _PAR__8_1a87e494_abf5_4d78_8f1a_3f43f4d8]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2e679c5c_fca0_43af_bba1_090516b3]A.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a client and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the client and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_f7adf444_559b_4c99_8966_97bac90]B.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a client's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_42237f7d_3578_42b3_a703_1ba96a7]C.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a client and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_6ae75751_f6d9_4075_b038_d9526aa]D.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__13_e441b929_c034_4945_bf82_fea96ee]E.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a client's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the client's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a042c4c6_60c7_4a58_909d_c8ce8e3]2.  Telehealth services permitted.  A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this section and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_2b137e3f_508d_4b8f_8518_609ef0d]3.  Confidentiality.  When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_2899e31b_1d4c_42fb_a3da_9811765][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__39504b33_7255_4427_9ee6_dfb][bookmark: _PAGE__25_8aaaa16c_96fd_4b75_9092_ae0722][bookmark: _PAR__2_47b9bab9_a341_43fd_b503_2e33f373]4.  Professional responsibility.  All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0f48c8f6_dc20_4ff7_92e0_1523a2bc]5.  Rulemaking.  The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ab5b332d_7ab2_4ace_8494_c05dbd59]Sec. B-21.  32 MRSA §14363 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b988cbdc_15e7_4297_a568_97cc3214]§14363.  Telehealth services
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4cba10b8_5a67_49dc_bd48_9c03951f]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e992ec5b_bf15_43e7_8bae_cbf9f168]A.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between an individual and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the individual and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_aa32c901_5038_4a00_8bbc_0dacb6c5]B.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of individual's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c64ca6d1_7b11_4531_b648_c45253f1]C.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between an individual and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_7cced96b_1a1b_446a_9f5c_e5d9274]D.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ff2497e6_5173_4d87_adb9_65d3936]E.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor an individual's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the individual's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_21004523_8f62_4ad1_afe1_e44c23b]2.  Telehealth services permitted.  A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this section and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_6cfceaa1_9776_47cb_b6fa_0c56354]3.  Confidentiality.  When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_cb4dacca_8789_4b77_b202_be3c6d3]4.  Professional responsibility.  All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAGE__26_ada3588f_500d_4652_b3ad_4c80ef][bookmark: _PAR__2_65043087_68a8_4f71_a520_fa3c91e6]5.  Rulemaking.  The commissioner shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules shall establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ec7440e4_a4f3_4054_975c_80944ca9]Sec. B-22.  32 MRSA c. 137, sub-c. 4 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_62eb2749_b7f9_4d1d_959c_572276ff]SUBCHAPTER 4
[bookmark: _PAR__5_49e95621_b131_42e2_8296_0e3455dd]TELEHEALTH SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__6_08f510cf_744f_4d97_b115_99222b9b]§17401.  Definitions 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5177383c_b3f2_4d7c_bf5a_8729a9b7]As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_90e87607_0e9b_4a77_a85d_002b6a2b]1.  Asynchronous encounter.  "Asynchronous encounter" means an interaction between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter through a system that has the ability to store digital information, including, but not limited to, still images, video files, audio files, text files and other relevant data, and to transmit such information without requiring the simultaneous presence of the patient and the person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_1cc6870c_f48a_4f4f_a481_351bd2b8]2.  Store and forward transfer.  "Store and forward transfer" means the transmission of a patient's records through a secure electronic system to a person licensed under this chapter.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_395556e9_990a_49a6_8503_5f340c8]3.  Synchronous encounter.  "Synchronous encounter" means a real-time interaction conducted with an interactive audio or video connection between a patient and a person licensed under this chapter or between a person licensed under this chapter and another health care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_752440aa_c501_4f27_b827_716acab]4.  Telehealth services.  "Telehealth services" means health care services delivered through the use of information technology and includes synchronous encounters, asynchronous encounters, store and forward transfers and telemonitoring.  
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a56b8ee0_7805_42c4_9015_a342d4c]5.  Telemonitoring.  "Telemonitoring" means the use of information technology to remotely monitor a patient's health status via electronic means, allowing the person licensed under this chapter to track the patient's health data over time.  Telemonitoring may be synchronous or asynchronous.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_df576ce7_b4bf_41e8_aa10_e5c5fc7]§17402.  Telehealth services permitted  
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8c0518a3_3bd4_45d4_b2af_fadafb9]A person licensed under this chapter may provide telehealth services as long as the licensee acts within the scope of practice of the licensee's license, in accordance with any requirements and restrictions imposed by this subchapter and in accordance with standards of practice.  Telehealth services include the use of audio-only telephone only if a person licensed under this chapter has an established relationship with the patient, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the licensee has notified the patient in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_94d458ea_268f_4f84_bba9_c9d2c2c]§17403.  Confidentiality 
[bookmark: _PAGE__27_2db631d8_9326_4e1d_80a9_71c7e3][bookmark: _PAR__2_eeb1a423_21f3_44a2_8c7f_8621bb0b]When providing telehealth services, a person licensed under this chapter shall comply with all state and federal confidentiality and privacy laws.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9990623f_d4bc_407b_8c85_f021ba07]§17404.  Professional responsibility  
[bookmark: _PAR__4_16a0bab1_9e13_453e_9abb_9eb608dc]All laws and rules governing professional responsibility, unprofessional conduct and generally accepted standards of practice that apply to a person licensed under this chapter also apply to that licensee while providing telehealth services.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_53079e2c_a55f_405d_b509_97875572]§17405.  Rulemaking
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2279c868_6016_49c9_be2b_f6b9f229]The board shall adopt rules governing telehealth services by persons licensed under this chapter.  These rules must establish standards of practice and appropriate restrictions for the various types and forms of telehealth services. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3194144f_78d1_46eb_b663_1c][bookmark: _PAR__7_48091c0a_a905_439c_8f22_96128e56]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__0155d5ff_9a76_4102_8226_63f0d6][bookmark: _PAR__8_9dd24a64_8d40_42d7_abef_77159ad8]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2734342e_b791_42b2_bec0_736e7d29]This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, replaces the concept draft. The amendment incorporates all of Committee Amendment "A" except for the treatment of telephonic services. The amendment authorizes the use of audio-only telephonic services as a component of telehealth services only if the licensed provider has an established relationship with the individual receiving the service, including at least one in-person visit within the previous 18 months, and the provider has notified the individual in advance that the service is a billable service.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__36fd3b1c_6c86_477][bookmark: _PAR__10_2649e832_ea26_4921_bf33_6e7edc5]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__11_37674a19_7489_4f3b_ac4b_5f0ae6e](See attached)
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