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[bookmark: _PAR__10_d5d4cf85_379e_450d_aaab_a5eb081]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1201, L.D. 1612, “An Act To Facilitate Children's Testimony in Certain Sex Crime Cases”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__941a7471_bfdd_4c71_9c42_e5][bookmark: _PAR__11_fb0ad129_8376_4c33_b81b_616c42c]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
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[bookmark: _PAR__14_98815090_416f_4675_a83e_6c26572]1.  Testimony of a child outside the presence of the defendant.  Upon motion by the State prior to trial and with reasonable notice to the defendant, a court may allow a child who is 14 years of age or younger to testify in real time during the proceeding outside the presence of the defendant pursuant to this section in a criminal proceeding concerning a crime under Title 17-A, chapter 11 or 12 in which the child is the alleged victim.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_91daa194_e262_40fc_be92_8a2c9666]This amendment is the minority report of the committee.  It gives the court discretion as to whether to allow the child to provide testimony using the procedure established in the bill.  It clarifies that the defendant's attorney must be provided an opportunity in real time to cross-examine the child after the child's direct testimony.  It differs from the majority report in that it requires that the child's testimony be in real time during the trial.  It also requires that child to testify from a neutral location designated by the court.  The child may be accompanied by only an impartial court officer designated by the court.
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