131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Enhance Access to a Second Opinion for Health Care Services or Treatment Including an Abortion for Health or Safety Reasons
L.D. 995
An Act to Provide Insurance Coverage for a Second Opinion If a Health Care Provider Recommends an Abortion for Health or Safety Reasons
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_747a6017_6bcf_4c10_a840_231e520]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 630, L.D. 995, “An Act to Provide Insurance Coverage for a Second Opinion If a Health Care Provider Recommends an Abortion for Health or Safety Reasons”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9527d706_2208_4a48_a65a_a0][bookmark: _PAR__11_0d24bb46_4a65_4f8f_9277_64da1f9]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_12269f5b_e4b5_4c0e_8d79_5e7a85f]'An Act to Enhance Access to a Second Opinion for Health Care Services or Treatment Including an Abortion for Health or Safety Reasons'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__80a704f1_9c4c_42a4_849c_6d][bookmark: _PAR__13_7d49f4de_0a13_4c76_8f22_6ef7d72]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_c9dfb4ca_7ffb_4125_b08d_e1a3271]'Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §1599-A, sub-§3 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7bf97322_aeb5_4f85_b33d_d1e8962]3.  Information related to 2nd opinion.  Beginning January 1, 2024, a health care professional, as defined in section 1596, subsection 1, paragraph C, shall provide to a pregnant person information related to the right to a 2nd opinion from a health care provider of the person’s choice when the health care professional has recommended consideration of an abortion due to the health or safety of the pregnant person or fetus. The health care professional shall provide the notice required by this subsection in writing and in a culturally and linguistically appropriate manner for the pregnant person, unless the pregnant person is unable to communicate and has not designated an authorized representative to receive the notice.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_d67a2da6_c591_41ca_b517_7a12d55]Sec. 2.  24-A MRSA §4303, sub-§25 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_9173f9c8_d5f5_40d4_b915_92fa824][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__d69fc242_ef18_4e88_ac31_5fc][bookmark: _PAGE__2_5059dfc5_146e_42b9_9654_2e3937e][bookmark: _PAR__2_7d9a56fd_cdb5_4cd5_b751_35153b59]25.  Second opinion.  An enrollee in a health plan may not be required to obtain a 2nd opinion from a provider that practices in the same office location as the enrollee's provider. Notwithstanding any provision of this Title to the contrary, if the 2nd opinion is obtained from an out-of-network provider because a network provider is not available in accordance with section 4303, subsection 1 and Bureau of Insurance Rule Chapter 850: Health Plan Accountability, a carrier may not apply a deductible, coinsurance or copayment for the 2nd opinion in an amount greater than the deductible, coinsurance or copayment that would apply to the same health care service if the service were obtained from a network provider, and the amount of any coinsurance or copayment must be applied to the enrollee's in-network deductible.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c49578f5_ffe2_4491_9ffe_89f3a708]Sec. 3.  Application. The requirements of that section of this Act that enacts the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 24-A, section 4303, subsection 25 apply to all policies, contracts and certificates executed, delivered, issued for delivery, continued or renewed in this State on or after January 1, 2024. For purposes of this Act, all policies, contracts and certificates are deemed to be renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the contract date.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b0bac370_104a_4d0b_8c9b_90][bookmark: _PAR__4_cbd1c864_89dd_44a4_99ae_40197982]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2f946d12_2dd2_41f3_afee_e215fc][bookmark: _PAR__5_e9578b16_1dd4_4cbc_be41_394c278c]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a4d6d8bc_ae7b_41a3_840d_49b924f9]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment provides that an enrollee in a health plan may not be required to obtain a 2nd opinion from a provider that practices in the same office location as the enrollee's provider. The amendment also requires that, if the 2nd opinion is obtained from an out-of-network provider, a carrier may not apply a deductible, coinsurance or copayment for the 2nd opinion in an amount greater than the deductible, coinsurance or copayment that would apply to the same health care service if the service were obtained from a network provider, and the amount of any coinsurance or copayment must be applied to the enrollee's in-network deductible. The requirements apply to health plans issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2024.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e495bf91_c1f8_4007_adbf_c10b1c3d]Beginning January 1, 2024, the amendment also requires a health care professional to provide to a pregnant person information related to the right to a 2nd opinion from a health care provider of the person’s choice when the health care professional has recommended consideration of an abortion due to the health or safety of the pregnant person or fetus.
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