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[bookmark: _PAR__10_ce97ff3d_5b18_4fb0_9b43_d66e5bc]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 904, L.D. 2217, “An Act Related to the Electronic Tagging of Deer”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9ab2913d_16f0_4760_b164_79][bookmark: _PAR__11_264e896a_9f46_4119_986f_0db6080]Amend the bill by striking out all of sections 1 and 2 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_243aa25f_dc7d_4250_8dd2_f305157]'Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §10206, sub-§10, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, §9, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_40c65a4d_bd43_4aff_afd1_4354901]10.  Pheasant hunting Certain hunting license and permit revenues.  Revenues All revenues generated from the sale of pheasant hunting permits under section 11156 and $2 from each resident hunting license and $4 from each nonresident hunting license issued pursuant to section 11109 must be deposited into a separate account within the department, to be known as the Pheasant Resource Management Fund and referred to in this subsection as the "fund."  The fund is nonlapsing.  The fund may be used only for costs directly related to the administration of the pheasant program, including grants to a qualified rod and gun club or qualified hunting-oriented organization to help defray the costs of purchasing and raising pheasants in accordance with an agreement with the commissioner entered into in accordance with section 10108, subsection 9. The fund may also be used to administer the deer registration program in accordance with section 12301-C, and funds from the fund may be used to collect biological information from harvested deer.  Two dollars must be transferred from the fund to the Maine Deer Management Fund established under section 10264 for each registered deer pursuant to chapter 919.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__70aa4b41_cbcd_4a90_8b38_fe][bookmark: _PAR__14_2f542f27_951a_423c_a1d1_7a9f097]Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §10264, last ¶, as amended by PL 2023, c. 593, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8b25a713_f59e_45c4_a4a6_e04936a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__a4a26f8e_41cf_4f50_8893_82a][bookmark: _PAGE__2_54db03b5_18a7_4148_83fe_7394d71][bookmark: _PAR__2_203685de_f135_4fff_8e6e_f30c20b6]Notwithstanding section 10801, subsection 4, $2 of for each deer registration fee collected registered under section 12301‑A, subsection 3, paragraph C chapter 919 must be deposited in transferred into the fund from the Resource Management Fund identified in section 10206, subsection 10 and may be used to assist landowners with the prevention or management of landowner-deer conflicts. In addition, the revenue from each antlerless deer permit fee collected under section 11152, subsection 9, minus administrative costs, must be deposited in the fund and be used for predator control purposes or to acquire or manage deer habitat.  The commissioner may accept and deposit into the fund monetary gifts, donations or other contributions from public or private sources for the purposes specified in this section. The fund must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts. The department shall report annually to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters on the fund and its utilization.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__18814273_f06a_446c_a684_25][bookmark: _PAR__3_57a2c478_4123_4442_8a85_c6409638]Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §10902, sub-§12 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_04114bfc_e31d_4041_962b_3895ef45]12.  Mandatory hunting license suspension for failure to register deer.  The commissioner shall suspend a person’s hunting license for one year if that person fails to register a deer pursuant to chapter 919.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_b6d86599_946c_408a_83f4_59781825]Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶B, as repealed and replaced by PL 2015, c. 494, Pt. D, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_5adbce27_83d4_4027_a729_c7fc0f15]B.  A resident hunting license, for a person 16 years of age or older, is $26 $28 and permits hunting of all legal species, subject to the permit requirements in subchapter 3.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_9deeb03a_14db_4c92_842d_6533b053]Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶D, as amended by PL 2025, c. 388, Pt. NNN, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f798b67e_2c77_4d60_b6ed_de2ff160]D.  A resident combination hunting and fishing license is $48 $50 and permits hunting of all legal species, subject to the permit requirements in subchapter 3.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_89dfb3b8_0e31_4d1a_9777_cb1f9722]Sec. 6.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶E, as amended by PL 2025, c. 388, Pt. NNN, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_68890ea3_0168_44f8_828b_dafd2d9]E.  A resident combination archery hunting and fishing license is $48 $50 and permits hunting of all legal species, subject to the permit requirements in subchapter 3.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ee2f1cb3_a5e3_4bd6_94e4_bbe227f]Sec. 7.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶E-1, as repealed and replaced by PL 2015, c. 494, Pt. D, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_3ab070fa_01e5_448f_ab56_533aa79]E-1.  A resident apprenticeship hunter license, which includes a bear hunting permit and a wild turkey hunting permit under sections 11151 and 11155, respectively, is $26 $28 and permits hunting of all legal species, subject to the permit requirements in subchapter 3.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_65b2b587_ff2e_4d16_88e2_57d8f26]Sec. 8.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶I, as repealed and replaced by PL 2015, c. 494, Pt. D, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_d98426e5_4fe0_491e_b1e6_a2c237c]I.  A nonresident hunting license, which permits hunting of all legal species subject to the permit requirements in subchapter 3, is $115 $119.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_10c299af_5988_47d6_b5af_e4589db]Sec. 9.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶J, as amended by PL 2025, c. 388, Pt. NNN, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_1df6fcd0_2046_45bd_a8f5_0b1e900]J.  A nonresident combination hunting and fishing license is $169 $173.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_ed67215a_aff7_4e4c_87a4_41be374]Sec. 10.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§3, ¶P, as repealed and replaced by PL 2015, c. 494, Pt. D, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_910184c2_bab1_4df5_950a_ddf70ed]P.  A nonresident apprenticeship hunter license, which permits the hunting of all legal species and includes a bear hunting permit and a wild turkey hunting permit under sections 11151 and 11155, respectively, is $115 $119.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_c7173065_5e26_486f_a2bf_4bfc292][bookmark: _PAR__2_786f0211_126d_450f_97eb_35ad5f35]Sec. 11.  12 MRSA §11109, sub-§7, as amended by PL 2025, c. 388, Pt. NNN, §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_b29e6302_72af_4126_91c6_31e30214]7.  Archery hunting licenses; combination licenses; fees.  Archery hunting licenses, combination licenses and fees are as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7f58c8e5_a05c_418b_b531_d48dc521]A.  A resident archery license is $26 $28;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_168005d5_e6c8_4f61_b77a_d594d776]B.  A resident combination archery hunting and fishing license is $48 $50;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c4a8c560_f675_48ac_b336_4cdaacdf]C.  A nonresident archery license is $75 $79; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_98fa88b9_9ba0_4bc7_ace5_7ba63f91]E.  A nonresident 6-day archery license, which is valid for 6 consecutive hunting days, is $26 $30.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_81fbf81e_5d6c_40a5_a076_b55ff53d]Sec. 12.  12 MRSA §11109-A, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2025, c. 388, Pt. NNN, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_bc602a82_83c4_4196_ae9f_ac37cf67]5.  Fee.  The fee for a super pack license is $212 $214 for residents and $187 $189 for a person holding 2 or more lifetime licenses.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e5b21a63_97db_45fd_b317_58][bookmark: _PAR__10_214a59b4_439c_4a59_a49f_9ce798a]Amend the bill by inserting after section 8 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b0ed0114_baf2_4f21_9d73_c64d581]'Sec. 9.  Report. The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall submit a report on the electronic registration of deer to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters by January 1, 2029.  The report must include findings and recommendations related to the electronic registration of deer.  The committee is authorized to report out a bill based on the report to the 134th Legislature in 2029.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_241a14b3_1e17_431d_8380_4537a04]Sec. 10.  Phase-in of electronic tagging of deer.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 12301-C enacted in this Act, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife may phase in implementation of section 12301-C in accordance with this section.  The department shall adopt rules to allow a person to register deer electronically no later than the following dates based on season:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_d1f90443_9f9e_4cc5_b0b4_9c54cbc]1. By September 1, 2027, for deer killed during muzzleloader season;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_0400bef7_550c_43a5_a022_86df6e7]2. By September 1, 2028, for deer killed during the regular firearm season and the youth hunting season;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_f3cc103e_4c06_484b_8807_456f8d8]3. By September 1, 2029, for deer killed during the regular archery season; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_c9e4f7ad_37a9_4125_88a8_8d13aef]4. By September 1, 2030, for deer killed during the expanded archery season.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__dcbd32ee_da92_4900_bc5a_6b][bookmark: _PAR__17_7b708c60_edaa_4b88_9477_32c326a]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__c0d57c65_492e_4cea_a057_6fc265][bookmark: _PAR__18_ac86f1ed_aaff_4050_a7c5_8de6e6b]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__19_1c8493d1_6119_44ff_a439_ff932dd]This amendment does the following.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_49c966b5_8cca_4062_bbeb_a1a7065]1.  It increases by $2 certain hunting license fees for residents and by $4 certain hunting license fees for nonresidents. 
[bookmark: _PAR__21_21f31df9_cea1_42b5_9613_ea6c988]2.  It requires the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to suspend an individual's hunting license for one year if the individual fails to register a harvested deer.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_b79f7995_7eb5_43a0_b74a_e974037][bookmark: _PAR__2_fa5f45ab_9c28_4b8f_9aa0_1c7f8b7d]3.  It directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters by January 1, 2029 regarding its findings and recommendations related to the electronic registration of deer.  The committee is authorized to report out a bill based on the report.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_940de5d2_8ac0_4559_b59b_6dc5dae0]4.  It renames the Pheasant Fund as the Resource Management Fund and expands the funding sources and purposes of the fund.  It requires $2 to be transferred from the Resource Management Fund to the Maine Deer Management Fund for each registered deer.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__b292518c_9fa0_435][bookmark: _PAR__4_81305768_9864_42ee_8eef_ae2af1e8]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__5_605558a4_447d_4813_aae7_3eadc793](See attached)
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