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Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Develop Guidance for School Leaders to Ensure Supportive Measures for Young Students Involved in Challenging, Disruptive or Unsafe Behaviors
L.D. 2204
An Act to Allow Schools to Expel Students for Committing Sexual Assault
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_692e6923_d330_47a5_803f_9a3f91b]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 897, L.D. 2204, “An Act to Allow Schools to Expel Students for Committing Sexual Assault”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__78c5c2c0_fe6b_4f01_857b_a9][bookmark: _PAR__11_15bad3bb_19a2_4d30_8129_308e4e3]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a74be62d_e8ad_4709_ba67_e9d4aa8]'Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Develop Guidance for School Leaders to Ensure Supportive Measures for Young Students Involved in Challenging, Disruptive or Unsafe Behaviors'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9d29e14b_2654_4bee_9e85_8d][bookmark: _PAR__13_2aca4b09_9dc1_4706_bbef_fdb1db0]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_9be80c09_1b19_48fb_879a_c03c8e6]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_cb4903f3_4f32_49b8_b588_822548f]Whereas, young students in preschool through grade 5 are in critical stages of social, emotional and behavioral development; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_81493653_cf00_49ce_8e38_78b9008]Whereas, challenging, disruptive or unsafe student behaviors may arise from developmental challenges, trauma, disability, unmet social-emotional needs or environmental stressors; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_b6d5d9c7_0b36_49bb_b463_2f01a4e]Whereas, schools must ensure that responses to such behaviors support both the student exhibiting the behavior and the students affected by the behavior; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_b234b28a_47c1_49df_bbd6_812a6ec]Whereas, school administrators and educators benefit from clear guidance regarding supportive, developmentally appropriate and evidence-based practices; and
[bookmark: _PAR__19_e2596be0_b47e_4aee_8745_501da39]Whereas, timely development of such guidance will assist school administrative units in promoting safe, inclusive and supportive learning environments; and
[bookmark: _PAR__20_d7f9c1e8_8e3d_4862_bc28_3b7b274]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_7f25d0a7_f0c0_465a_8ed8_52ebae8][bookmark: _PAR__2_fc59877e_495d_4910_b50d_6ad6187d]Sec. 1.  Department of Education to develop guidance.  Resolved:  That the Department of Education, referred to in this resolve as "the department," shall develop and disseminate guidance for school administrative units and school leaders regarding the implementation of supportive measures for students up to 11 years of age who exhibit or are affected in school settings by challenging, disruptive or unsafe student behaviors, including aggressive or sexualized behaviors.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6aaae1d9_ff3f_4107_8a7e_fbf26424]Sec. 2.  Scope of guidance. Resolved:  That the guidance developed pursuant to section 1 must include, but is not limited to, the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ae9cd2b0_11b1_4f68_a12a_8de80eaa]1.  Developmentally appropriate responses to student behaviors for students in preschool through grade 5;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d5b9f59b_226c_4cb5_88cb_a6903dd8]2.  Trauma-informed and restorative practices that emphasize prevention, de-escalation and relationship building;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_021a79b8_5d79_4f3a_a517_717c33d1]3.  Supportive interventions designed to assist students exhibiting challenging, disruptive or unsafe behaviors while maintaining the safety and well-being of other students and school staff;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_d8c9e7eb_8c1f_4680_9c25_b8b478d4]4.  Strategies to support students affected by challenging, disruptive or unsafe behaviors, including aggressive or sexualized behaviors, to ensure classroom supports and communication with families;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4a8df28f_315e_49ed_9a53_0360bb6a]5.  Guidance on collaboration with school counselors, psychologists, social workers, special education staff and community-based behavioral health providers;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_9a2d976b_6358_4894_9070_15ae3592]6.  Recommendations for professional development for educators and school administrators related to early childhood behavioral development and positive behavioral supports; and
[bookmark: _PAR__10_49421338_5252_4ede_9d39_2ceb7af]7.  Strategies to reduce exclusionary discipline for young students while maintaining safe and orderly learning environments.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_2fe96e18_a539_415d_bb92_32441ff]Sec. 3.  Stakeholder consultation.  Resolved:  That, in developing guidance pursuant to section 1, the department shall consult with stakeholders, including, but not limited to, the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_65d26b35_28e5_4e35_b066_9accf10]1.  School administrators and educators from elementary schools;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_cc6f58db_574b_4f2d_9dea_e501520]2.  School psychologists, counselors and social workers from elementary schools;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_562a82e7_e47b_4a60_9db4_b34c27a]3.  Experts in child development and behavioral health;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_cb6d574c_44e5_4648_b57d_320edab]4.  Parents and guardians of students up to 11 years of age;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_4c6adb1b_459c_4e4a_bb4c_2f3cc11]5.  Organizations representing educators and school personnel, including, but not limited to, the Maine School Management Association and the Maine Education Association; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_1217329c_d690_40ca_bd38_599583a]6.  Representatives of child advocacy and mental health organizations.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_a668b17c_7b89_4699_ba0c_eb090e2]Sec. 4.  Dissemination and technical assistance.  Resolved:  That the department shall disseminate the guidance developed pursuant to section 1 to school administrative units no later than the beginning of the 2026-2027 school year.  The department shall make the guidance publicly available and provide technical assistance to school administrative units to support implementation of the recommended practices.  
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_59498962_107c_43f1_9ea3_78ea920][bookmark: _PAR__2_cbe055e9_61fb_42e1_bf1b_ca21de2b]Sec. 5.  Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than January 15, 2027, the department shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters summarizing the guidance developed pursuant to this resolve and any recommendations for legislation or additional resources needed to support school leaders in implementing supportive measures for young students.  The joint standing committee may report out a bill to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.  
[bookmark: _PAR__3_79c8baab_baa1_4b07_8b06_1a7cf03c]Sec. 6.  Appropriations and allocations.  Resolved:  That the following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_a9179209_f73a_44de_b704_cd2d6c65]EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__5_199e01c7_c5d4_4bb4_9bb2_8531b887]School and Student Supports Z270
[bookmark: _PAR__6_e8b47262_eab4_458e_912e_e8868e97]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for the development and dissemination of guidance related to supportive measures for young students who exhibit or are affected by challenging, disruptive or unsafe behaviors and technical assistance to support implementation of the recommended practices.
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_41ed5d66_6ddd_44fe_92c3_991793cd][bookmark: _LINE__15_95e3322f_4f80_4f89_8134_1ac40a]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_d2d40908_e935_4656_a00b_c5c1a3]2025-26
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_ed2889da_405d_4536_b43a_447c50]2026-27

	[bookmark: _LINE__16_c41e0e9a_6afd_45f7_9a68_de99f7]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_5434470c_7397_436a_88d2_6ddc4a]$15,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_7b3d564a_f332_494d_9e3a_32273a]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__17_417b43b3_21c4_4212_a217_dc2b40] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_9362ad85_66fe_42fa_8dba_431ff8]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_0d3dd1e0_84d9_41d4_8bd7_488b67]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_9f970402_6d85_4126_9783_a27321]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_1a22bc3d_d972_4765_8b69_aad1ca]$15,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_325db773_cfed_47b2_8a77_48a817]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__8_ba679846_d795_4f2c_8c67_6eeb0f03]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__18fd16e6_2838_4d04_8004_48][bookmark: _PAR__9_3103f30d_d8c5_4b5f_9bbe_007ca943]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__721cd854_2696_4de1_87e4_1f4e4f][bookmark: _PAR__10_19496d7d_d79b_4266_bc24_0a2e8a9]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ada9a62b_c08c_47a5_a3a2_e2ddd6b][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__0ecedf91_a49d_44b4_9812_0b0][bookmark: _PAGE__4_19707dba_88d3_4b1f_a5c5_867cb28][bookmark: _PAR__2_37e5168b_3f39_4874_ba9c_b7c1edbb]This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve.  The amendment directs the Department of Education to develop guidance related to supportive measures for young students who exhibit or are affected by challenging, disruptive or unsafe behaviors in school settings.  The amendment provides that the guidance must include, but is not limited to, developmentally appropriate behavioral responses for young students; trauma-informed and restorative practices; supportive interventions; strategies to support students affected by challenging, disruptive or unsafe behaviors, including aggressive or sexualized behaviors; guidance on collaboration with appropriate school personnel and mental health professionals; recommendations for professional development; and strategies to reduce exclusionary discipline for young students.  The amendment requires the department to develop this guidance in consultation with stakeholders.  The department must disseminate the guidance to schools no later than the beginning of the 2026-2027 school year and provide technical assistance to support implementation of recommended practices.  The department must also submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters by January 15, 2027 summarizing the guidance.  The joint standing committee is authorized to report out a bill to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c7fc52be_a4d8_4c5b_ab48_e9c330c4]The amendment also provides a one-time appropriation of $15,000 to the Department of Education to develop and disseminate guidance as required by this amendment and provide technical support to implement recommendations.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__e90a24fc_4ed4_4dd][bookmark: _PAR__4_4b06bbf0_a954_41b6_ba07_57bc543b]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__5_593b950a_764b_4d8d_9e54_2418d951](See attached)
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