131st Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding Businesses' and Consumers' Use of Returnable, Reusable and Refillable Containers for Food, Beverages and Nonfood Items
L.D. 2091
An Act Regarding Businesses' and Consumers' Use of Returnable, Reusable and Refillable Containers for Food, Beverages and Nonfood Items
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__ef1795af_2fde_47ce_97f4_0d][bookmark: _PAGE__1_69522d90_857a_4ea4_a5c5_7c119e2][bookmark: _PAR__2_416a774e_668d_49ba_b6b6_c2280dce]L.D. 2091
[bookmark: _PAR__3_3dca6e16_c7af_46ee_84bc_62fae191]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d4701167_658d_4ead_a0f1_5809bb2e]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ff7aa6c5_bbb3_4cb0_a623_02dac3eb]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2c8e284d_5f08_4162_a413_086f88fa]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ffe688b2_98de_49fa_8f81_cee15b0b]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_973bae35_631c_4cf1_94b4_e3cfeda6]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_0516d205_c55c_4151_9c41_61125f66]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e4d0525d_dbaa_4070_aaa9_ac30356]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 884, L.D. 2091, “An Act Regarding Businesses' and Consumers' Use of Returnable, Reusable and Refillable Containers for Food, Beverages and Nonfood Items”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__17464595_20d6_4a51_80fd_4b][bookmark: _PAR__11_d73567fc_1f7a_4ea7_aa65_e131fd3]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_3cc0d4ad_2b74_4c35_abc1_e731286]'Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §219-A, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 177, §1, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c511f6cb_b053_495d_b0b4_a1412b4]Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §219-C is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_c5ad680d_a067_4985_a83c_0f21604]§219-C.  Returnable, reusable or refillable containers and packaging
[bookmark: _PAR__15_b210da2a_19cc_470f_aa8d_fca13b1]1. Use permitted; rules and guidelines.  The department shall ensure that its rules, established in accordance with the commissioner's rule-making authority in section 12, and guidelines:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_4843c7c7_a0a2_442a_b28e_588e23f]A. Explicitly allow a business, on a voluntary basis, to allow consumers to supply their own containers or packaging for the purchase of: 
[bookmark: _PAR__17_1e67a4c2_f521_430c_a454_fbe85fa](1) Nonfood items; 
[bookmark: _PAR__18_eb2fe631_2aee_4a50_97c5_4fb53f3](2) Shelf-stable food items; and
[bookmark: _PAR__19_549bb9ea_12ac_4bf3_b154_a32d3fe](3) Food other than shelf-stable food items as determined by the department by rule.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_2ffa0049_ef5a_444f_9a06_ad8d551]B.  Explicitly allow a business, on a voluntary basis, to sell nonfood items, shelf-stable food items and other food to consumers in the State in returnable, reusable or refillable containers and packaging, which may be supplied by either the business or a 3rd party; and
[bookmark: _PAR__21_9b1d2c11_e8b0_4cc9_931d_5f09db2]C. Explicitly establish the right of a business to refuse any returnable, reusable or refillable container or packaging supplied by a consumer.
[bookmark: _PAR__22_a0aebfe9_5c8b_43cb_b6a8_12654c0][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__cec59b90_a21a_48ac_9b6e_d6f][bookmark: _PAGE__2_7183df8f_f92b_4bfb_a6fb_f7f26b6][bookmark: _PAR__2_4dd847c0_b705_48ed_a966_cdc7d325]2. Reuse permitted. A returnable, reusable or refillable container or packaging returned by a consumer may be reclaimed by a business or a 3rd party, restored to standards for health and safety and reused in the packaging and selling of a nonfood item, a shelf-stable item or other food to the same or another consumer.  The department shall provide technical assistance and education to businesses and consumers regarding best practices for the use and reuse of returnable, reusable or refillable containers.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_33966411_afa3_455f_93cd_0000903b]For purposes of this section, "food" has the same meaning as in Title 22, section 2152, subsection 4 and "business" means a business licensed by the department under Title 22, chapter 551.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__442d61cc_378b_4ff1_a333_7f][bookmark: _PAR__4_f19bf53b_a994_4957_94a5_ab15b7b6]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__74289eee_fca9_4d76_9f09_e2fd79][bookmark: _PAR__5_3f099670_ecd8_4ab7_b141_3e2b5a2e]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__6_f3e1afeb_74ac_450b_a566_8421d69a]This amendment requires the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to ensure that its rules and guidelines allow a business, on a voluntary basis, to allow consumers to supply their own containers or packaging for shelf-stable food and nonfood items as provided in current law, but also other food as determined by the department by rule.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_08963aea_2ecd_4dd1_8079_5d44f842]The amendment also requires the department to ensure that its rules and guidelines do the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_814132c1_91a9_49cf_8988_56f66b9b]1. Explicitly provide that a returnable, reusable or refillable container or packaging may be reclaimed by the business or a 3rd party, restored to standards for health and safety and reused in the packaging and selling of a nonfood item, a shelf-stable item or other food to the same or another consumer;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b395d277_7834_4bb9_89c6_4594e83b]2. Explicitly provide that allowing consumers to supply their own containers or packaging for the purchase of nonfood items, shelf-stable items and other food is voluntary for the business;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5e585836_5fa2_435e_8f36_1a046dd]3. Explicitly provide that allowing a business to sell nonfood items, shelf-stable items and other food to consumers in returnable, reusable or refillable containers and packaging, which may be supplied by either the business or a 3rd party, is voluntary; and
[bookmark: _PAR__11_d881a418_2e31_41a3_ac8b_9db7b5b]4. Explicitly establish the right of a business to refuse any returnable, reusable or refillable container or packaging supplied by a consumer.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__ce43b7dc_ffa7_4fd][bookmark: _PAR__12_178c5b71_66df_4f7c_9903_a31fa74]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c0bf39a0_3945_4051_aceb_8f983c6](See attached)
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