132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Safeguard Personal Information and Strengthen Tenant Rights in Maine
L.D. 2176
An Act to Create a Right to Judicial Review Under the Maine Civil Rights Act for Persons Erroneously Detained
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__5eb137f9_ca39_4904_9a28_1c][bookmark: _PAGE__1_b7274bbe_3d93_4622_8660_e92acbc][bookmark: _PAR__2_9b4e5947_3f4a_4515_9636_e7b17dc0]L.D. 2176
[bookmark: _PAR__3_fe9a29bc_0384_4154_85dd_2abe117a]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d9e37f89_41dd_40a5_acd6_1afbf161]JUDICIARY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_296fa790_245b_422b_b8e9_38c634bb]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_39844e17_c35e_43b3_9118_069769f7]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_a8ca075e_b6fa_407d_b807_b6ea1b09]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_090a4208_d46c_43f2_b261_5ec5fb4f]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_3dc3ef16_ffdd_4369_9f26_b4cfec8b]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_7a179443_cdff_48eb_8cec_6e7ddb8]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 881, L.D. 2176, “An Act to Create a Right to Judicial Review Under the Maine Civil Rights Act for Persons Erroneously Detained”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0f2a08ae_e8cd_400e_9b6a_e2][bookmark: _PAR__11_6d4c9eea_9c6d_4313_a859_77838fa]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_83397e3d_30b1_4676_a983_7f42450]'An Act to Safeguard Personal Information and Strengthen Tenant Rights in Maine'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8c4315b8_d155_473a_8c30_31][bookmark: _PAR__13_c33b3998_aa79_4dff_99dc_aa52f14]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_fe6067ff_8915_4735_9770_6b11183]'Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §4651, sub-§2, ¶C, as amended by PL 2025, c. 400, §1 and  c. 417, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_e34a4266_bbbd_4a98_8c83_4cb4b97]C.  A single act or course of conduct constituting a violation of section 4681; Title 14, section 6025-B or 9102; Title 17, section 2931; or Title 17‑A, section 201, 202, 203, 204, 207, 208, 209, 210, 210‑A, 211, 253, 254, 255‑A, 256, 258, 259‑A, 259‑B, 260, 261, 282, 283, 301, 302, 303, 506, 506‑A, 511, 511‑A, 556, 802, 805, 806, 852 or 853; or
[bookmark: _PAR__16_81ee9f7a_743a_44e1_89aa_3e0e46a]Sec. 2.  14 MRSA §6025, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1999, c. 204, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_e412c9b1_7c76_4c9f_ac6b_8a79c5c]3.  Remedy.  If a landlord makes an entry in violation of this section, makes a lawful entry in an unreasonable manner or makes repeated demands for entry otherwise lawful that have the effect of harassing the tenant, the tenant may recover actual damages or $100 $250, whichever is greater, and obtain injunctive relief to prevent recurrence of the conduct, and if the tenant obtains a judgment after a contested hearing, reasonable attorney's fees.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_43a6af08_6bc6_4175_b49e_3f11446]If a tenant changes the lock and does not provide the landlord with a duplicate key, in the case of emergency the landlord may gain admission through whatever reasonable means necessary and charge the tenant reasonable costs for any resulting damage.  If a tenant changes the lock and refuses to provide the landlord with a duplicate key, the landlord may terminate the tenancy with a 7-day notice.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_050887db_4d14_437d_a990_c607965]Sec. 3.  14 MRSA §6025-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_885b44b3_9655_4e9e_8bd8_2d756c7][bookmark: _PAR__2_2281a416_e88f_4ab1_9ffc_cd95a7ef]§6025-B.  Disclosure of information
[bookmark: _PAR__3_5a28ad34_a001_43fa_8750_90bc3e90]1.  Definitions.  For purposes of this section, "personal information" means the following information about a tenant, prospective tenant, occupant or prospective occupant of a rental property:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8ae9afdd_861a_46eb_ae95_b304f83f]A.  Identifying information, including name, address, telephone number or e-mail address;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c811fec7_d24b_479d_8477_82423dd7]B.  Information about racial or ethnic origins, religious beliefs, health conditions, sexual activity, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, citizenship, immigration status or alien registration number;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2467521f_ad3c_45b8_afe7_afecb539]C.  A social security number, driver's license number or nondriver identification card number;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3850ad97_073b_415f_a7c8_15b8dc97]D.  Billing, financial or payment method information; or
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f0c20542_1c1d_4aa5_aeac_f4233e9a]E.  Information concerning an individual's status as a victim of a crime.  For the purposes of this paragraph, "victim" has the same meaning as in Title 17-A, section 2101, subsection 2.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_5aa1a591_12d1_46d8_a618_8594a5a1]2.  Prohibition.  Except as provided in subsection 3, a landlord, a landlord's agent and any other person acting under the direction of the landlord may not, with the intent to harass, intimidate or otherwise cause a person to vacate a rental property outside of the judicial process as established in chapter 709, and without a legitimate business purpose, disclose to any person the personal information of a known tenant, prospective tenant, occupant or prospective occupant of a rental property owned or managed by the landlord without the express consent of the known or prospective tenant or occupant. 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5a148f14_3966_42b7_b38f_f934487]3.  Exceptions.  Notwithstanding subsection 2, a landlord, a landlord's agent and any other person acting under the direction of the landlord may disclose the personal information of a tenant, prospective tenant, occupant or prospective occupant of the rental property owned or managed by the landlord if the disclosure is:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_9968245e_3227_44e4_96e4_5a8696d]A.  In response to a valid discovery request, subpoena or judicial warrant with respect to any state administrative proceeding, state or federal judicial proceeding or state or federal criminal investigation;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_93aa44d6_db8d_49a5_810d_48859de]B.  Made to a state, local or county law enforcement agency in the State due to exigent circumstances or as reasonably necessary to prevent or prosecute a criminal act; 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_3ff73ce7_84a6_4d89_8e78_2f0eb64]C.  Reasonably necessary for the sale or refinancing of the property subject to the tenancy;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_c6b850a4_aa6a_41cd_a511_8c69255]D.  Reasonably necessary for the application for or receipt of funds and services related to federally supported or state-supported affordable housing programs; or 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_ace61ddf_cf9b_4089_ba98_472fc57]E.  Reasonably necessary to respond to a request from a municipal code enforcement officer, fire inspector or similar municipal officer.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_e0e60ec9_543b_4da4_9100_1d5cf1b][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__6cb2afa2_6203_42eb_868d_566][bookmark: _PAGE__3_3e3da63a_1e58_43b0_9c09_5a29368][bookmark: _PAR__2_be1bda27_9fbc_4f2a_8e29_ef6a05db]4.  Remedy.  If a landlord, a landlord's agent or any other person acting under the direction of the landlord discloses personal information in violation of this section, the tenant, prospective tenant, occupant or prospective occupant whose personal information was disclosed may recover actual damages or $1,000, whichever is greater, and obtain injunctive relief to prevent the recurrence of the conduct. If the tenant, prospective tenant, occupant or prospective occupant obtains a judgment after a contested hearing, the tenant, prospective tenant, occupant or prospective occupant whose personal information was disclosed may recover reasonable attorney's fees.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4268e6da_d677_49e6_945d_df][bookmark: _PAR__3_95346ff0_4ed6_46be_a8c2_1b505947]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__1069b6bf_f670_416c_94ce_df3dd8][bookmark: _PAR__4_cda9c78a_fca2_4296_91b0_b49e6968]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a3fa7ad7_35fb_4104_a76f_88415383]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment adds the disclosure of private information to the definition of "harassment" in the protection from harassment statute. The amendment increases from $100 to $250 the penalty when a landlord enters the dwelling of a tenant without reasonable notice. The amendment also makes it illegal for a landlord to disclose to any person the personal information of a tenant, prospective tenant, occupant or prospective occupant of a rental property owned or managed by the landlord without the express consent of the tenant, prospective tenant, occupant or prospective occupant, except in certain cases. The amendment creates a $1,000 penalty for a landlord who discloses personal information in violation of this provision.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__eb751484_27c8_472][bookmark: _PAR__6_39537903_6078_4fb3_9162_ed40e108]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_73f0a1da_6ac6_4a98_90ff_1016d4d3](See attached)
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